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 From Your 
Pastor’s Desk 
 

 

Dear Family of FUMCWA in Christ, 

Christian greetings! 

Once again, I am thankful to all of you for your  
continued welcome and words of support, especially 
for my 60th birthday celebration. Since July 11, it has 
been a wonderful experience to be part of this great 
faith community. My family and I praise God for the 
ministry opportunities here in and through and with 
FUMCWA.  

The staff and I are learning about the church from the 
Gospel of Mark during the Tuesday Staff Leadership 
Team (SLT) meeting. 

The church offers good news; the church is a place of 
holistic healing; everyone is called by God in the 
church; the church is a reflection of God’s Kingdom; 
the church is called to minister to all people; the 
church is a public witness; the church is a place for 
listening, equality, and receiving more blessings; the 
church is designed to plant seeds, to produce crops, 
and to celebrate the harvest; whether small or big, all 
ministries have the potential to grow and become a 
blessing when well nurtured, like a mustard seed; the 
church does have challenges but must have faith in 
Jesus to face them and to overcome them; the church 
multiplies ministries; the church shares words of en-
couragement.  

God is calling each one of us to be the church that 
Mark tries to portray in his gospel. May God continue 
to bless us that we might be a blessing to all the  
people here and everywhere! 

To God be the glory! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Samuel (Sam) J. Royappa 

Monthly  
Focus & Sermon 
Themes 
 

SEPTEMBER 2019  
Season of Creation  

Labor Day  

Hispanic Heritage Month  

Sermon Theme: “752 Breakthrough Prayer” 

 September 01: “Love and Power” 
Scripture: First Corinthians 13:4-8 & Psalm 46 

 September 08: “Grace and Mercy” 
Scripture: Lamentation 3:22-23 & Psalm 46 

 September 15: “Faith and Fruit” 
Scripture: Galatians 5:22-23 & Psalm 46 

 September 22: “Courage to Follow” 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 31:6-8 & Psalm 46 

 September 29: Witnessing Sunday 

OCTOBER 2019  
World Communion  

Affirmation of Lay Ministries  

Returning to Reformation  

Sermon Theme: “Church Renewal”  

 October 06: “Why Church Renewal?” 
Scripture: Isaiah 44:1-8 & Psalm 51 

 October 13: “Getting Ready for Church Renewal” 
Scripture: Nehemiah 8:11-18 & Psalm 51 

 October 20: “Extraordinary Happenings” 
Scripture: Acts 9:1-9 & Psalm 51 

 October 27: “Signs of Renewal” 
Scripture: II Kings 22:1-8 & Psalm 51 

 

P  2                                                     P ’  P  



M  U  P  3 

Sunday School/Choir Begins  
Sunday September 15, 2019 

(9:15am -10:40am) 
3K-4K-5K -- 9:15am-Cokesbury Room 

1st - 4TH Grade -- 9:15am-Sanctuary 

5TH- 12TH Grade – 9:15am Choir Room 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! BRING A FRIEND! 

LOVING GOD, LOVING NEIGHBOR  

WEEKLY ADVENTURES THRU THE BIBLE! 

3K-4K-5K (Cokesbury Room)  
Teachers: Betty Grypp, Michelle Fuller,  Lara Burke, 
Chris Jolitz, Darlene Schuler, Mykayla Johnson 

1st- 6th Grades (Albright Room)  
Teachers: Dorothy Meyer, Deb Semrad 

MUSIC: Laurie Halvorsen 

Children will make Bible stories, Bible people, and Bi-
ble passages a part of their lives. They will also come 
to know the Bible as THEIR book and find ways to let 
the Bible speak to them today! 

Deep Blue incorporates age appropriate Bible stories, 
arts and crafts, music, animated video storytelling, 
and active games into a living-faith experience that 
will help children discover what it means to be a disci-
ple of Jesus Christ today! 

The Deep Blue Kids will lead the children through the 
Bible using animated videos that tell the story and en-
courage the children to “dive deeper” into the Bible and 
explore their faith. 

submerge Ages 12+ 
7th-12th Grade  (Wesley Room) Teach-
ers: Kari and Dan Hendricks, Lance 
Lambert 

A yearlong Bible study that  
emphasizes nurturing faithful  
relationships while engaging teens in 
fun and engaging activities that will 
get the teens involved, thinking and 
talking. 

A New Ministry Initiative at First 
Church 

 

Our vision: “God cares about you and so do we.”  
Our mission: Reaching out to un-churched young 
families in the community to strengthen Family 
Ministries through a mid-week Christian education 
curriculum based program. 

Awana is a time-tested and trusted Christian min-
istry. The age-based Awana curriculum aims to 
reach children and families with the gospel. 
Awana pairs a small group discipleship handbook 
with large group teaching. Children and teens 
memorize God’s word, study the Bible, and apply it 
to their lives. They also learn about worldwide 
missions and the need to help others.  

The curriculum and flexible program develop a 
biblical foundation for the children. A big part of 
the weekly meeting is game time. The Awana  
curriculum includes rules for hundreds of games, 
races, and relays. Leaders are trained in how to 
effectively disciple children to become lifelong  
followers of Jesus Christ. Awana Clubs Interna-
tional is an evangelical ministry that provides Bible
-based evangelism and graded discipleship  
resources. 

The name Awana is an acronym for “Approved 
Workmen Are Not Ashamed,” which comes from 
their key verse: “15Do your best to present yourself 
to God as one approved, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles 
the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15, NIV). The goal 
of Awana is to “reach kids, equip leaders, and 
change the world” by making one disciple at a 
time.  

Children’s Christian Education and Family Minis-
tries are passionate about this new ministry and 
ask that you will pray for the children and families 
who may be served through Awana. God has  
invited us to play a role in sharing the good news 
of Christ with others. The Awana ministry is a tool 
that can help us to do just that. We ask for prayers 
and guidance as we begin planning for this new 
ministry.  We invite your prayerful consideration to 
serve as a volunteer in Awana. The volunteers are 
called “leaders” because they lead the children to 
know, love and serve Jesus as they grow in  
respect, wisdom and grace.  
 

Please see Lance or Jo-Ann Lambert or Deb 
Semrad if you are called to be an Awana leader. 
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Back to School Backpack Blessing 

Gathering Sunday 

Sunday, September 8 

9:30am - Fellowship Hall.  
 

Kick off the school year right! 

We would like to invite students of all ages to bring your backpacks to church with you to have them blessed. 

During mid service in Fellowship Hall on Gathering Sunday, September 8, Mr. Lambert and Pastor Sam will say 
a prayer of blessing, guidance, and wisdom as you prepare to go back to school. 

You will also have time to check out your Sunday School room, enjoy some cake, and work on a  
service project. 

See you all on Gathering Sunday! 

R  T  



We welcome Pastor Sam and his family to our con-
gregation and look forward to working with them 
and continuing our mission work in our church and 
community. 

We invite the congregation to join us on  
Wednesday, October 30, for a program  
entitled "Seven Continents in Sixty Minutes or Less".  

We will begin the evening with a potluck dinner at 
5:30pm in the small dining room. Please bring a 
dish to pass (salad, meat, casserole, jello or  
dessert). Beverages will be provided.   

Following the potluck, John and Sue Harrits will 
take us on an adventure. 
They have been very fortu-
nate to have traveled 
around the world.  They 
have been to all seven con-
tinents, swam in five 
oceans, hiked in the Hima-
layas, been wild  
caving in Malaysia and the 

USA, and have traveled to remote areas where very 
few people have been.   

We hope that you will join us for the potluck and the 
presentation as they share their stories, tales, and 
pictures from around the world.  All are welcome for 
an evening of fellowship as we see and hear about 
places that many of us will never get to experience. 

On the morning of Wednesday, September 25, we 
will be hosting Church Women United here at First 
Church.  We always look forward to the fellowship 
we experience with these wonderful ladies. 

On Monday, September 16, at 
1:30pm in the Fireside Room  
(a change from our usual 2nd week 
meeting), Unity Circle will meet to 
begin our Fall gatherings.   

Not only do we have short programs 
and updates on upcoming activities, but we also 
share and support one another!  We end the after-
noon with refreshments and fellowship.  We invite 
all women to join us as we try to make a difference 
in the lives of others and then see that it also makes 
a difference in our lives as well!   

We ask God's guidance in planning our programs 
for 2020.  We look forward to seeing some new  
faces! 
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Doing mission work is satisfying in so many 
ways.  How have you felt while serving others?   
Reflection is a part of missional growth.  So please take 
a moment to ponder the blessings received.  I smile 
more from the smiles and thanks given while serving at 
Morning Glory Ministries.  Add your blessings to the  
prayer request box located just outside the church of-
fice door.  

Coins of Love for  
September is again for 
the annual  
Thanksgiving Basket  
Ministry.  Many  
neighbors benefit from 
the generous outpouring 

from this faith community.  Your donations are put to 
good use.  We thank the elementary school social 
workers for identifying families in need.  

The Yarn Ministry will re-
sume this month at 2pm in 
the small dining room  
following Senior League on 
September 4 and 18.   

Come learn a new skill and 
make a hat for someone in 
need. The only tool needed 
is a willing spirit. 

Are you dreaming of a mission that needs our 
help?  God cares about you and so do we! Share your 
dream so we can help. 

Val Holzman 

Missions Committee 

United Methodist 
Women
Annette Intravaia, President 

M  
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Don't miss out!   

Chancel Choir  

 

Rehearses every Thursday from  
7:30-8:45 pm.  Open to adults 
and youth grades 10 and 
above. Join us in making a joy-
ful noise! 

 

 

Learn to Ring Bell Choir 

This bell choir is designed for adults 
and older youth who have wanted to 
learn to ring bells!  Members have all 
ranges of musical ability. 

We meet weekly on  
Tuesday evenings at 6:30. 

The first 2 rehearsals - September 17th 
and 24th - will focus on basics of hand-
bells and music  
fundamentals, such as counting, pitch 

identification, and note value. Ringers who are more ex-
perienced at reading music and ringing bells will start 
on Tuesday, October 1st.   
 
If you are interested, please see Alyssa Roberts 

Children/Youth choir  

Rehearsals begin their regular 
rehearsal schedule on  
Sunday, September 15th.  We 
rehearse during the  
Sunday School hour, starting 
at 9:15.  

 

Come and join us! 
 

September 8, 2019 - “Gathering Sunday” 
 
Kids: come find your (new) Sunday School room 
and meet your teachers. 
Adults: check out the different learning opportuni-
ties for growth in your faith. 
 
Schedules for Sunday School and youth choirs will 
be available. 
 
Also… take a few minutes to say “hello” to Pastor 
Sam and his family if you haven’t already done so. 
There will be refreshments available, too. 
 
Gathering Sunday is a great chance to invite friends 
or neighbors to come and check out all the wonder-
ful programs your church has to offer. Share the joy 
of Christ! God cares about everyone, and so do we! 
 

September 22, 2019 -  
“Methodist Movie Matinee” 

All are welcome after 11 o’clock worship to watch 
“Breakthrough” on the sanctuary screen. This film is 
based on the true story of 14 year-old John Smith, 
who came back to life after an accident through the 
power of faith. “Breakthrough” is rated PG so all  
ages can come.  

Popcorn and beverages are 
provided free of charge. After 
the movie, plan to stay for  
pizza and a discussion of the 
power of faith and prayer and 
how the film’s message  
relates to our lives.  
A free-will offering will be  

taken to offset the cost of the pizzas.  
 
Please join us! Bring a friend!! 

lambert@fumcwa.org 

Blessings… 

Lance and Jo-Ann Lambert 

Co-Directors of Family Ministries 

S  U  
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THE SENIOR LEAGUE!  
SCOOP ON THE GROUP 

Laurie Halvorsen, Director 
 
As September falls upon us, we have some new and 
exceptional exciting programs. I hope you can come 
to Senior League and bring a friend. If this is your 
first time we welcome new members and there is no 
membership fee, we meet the 1st and 3rd Wednes-
days of the month at 12 noon.  

Our lunch is $6.00 and our programs follow at  
1:00 pm with our day ending at 2:00 pm.   

Come for the food, fellowship and fun.  We are an 
ecumenical Senior League for 44 years now!! 

Our Next Meeting Dates 

September 4, 2019 — 12 Noon:  

Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, Salad, Bar Cookies by  
Volunteers 

Program: Medicare A, B, C &D; Nancy Towle 

Devotions: Karen Jesse  

September 18, 2019  - 12 Noon: 

Beef Short Ribs, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans and 
Sherbet 

Program: Emergency Preparedness Program; Anita 
Kress Maks 

Devotions: Richard Lierman  

 

Coach Trips 
 

Wednesday, October 16 , 2019 

On the Shores of Lake Michigan  

Kenosha & Milwaukee 1 day tour   
Cost $85    
Departs Church 7:00am 

Franklin 7:30am 

A fun autumn trip to see the private home of Wis-
consin’s first US Senator, Charles Durkee, lunch, 
Northpoint Lighthouse, ride “The Hop” & the Pabst 
Museum.  

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Lake Geneva’s “Santa Cruise!”   
Featuring Candy Cane Lane!  
Cost  $82 

S  U  

(Senior League Cont.) 

We have an early dinner then hop onboard 
for a 40 minute cruise with lighted displays 
on the shoreline of the estates of Lake  
Geneva. Then on the way home we visit 
Xmas lights at the Grand Geneva Resort 
decorated with two million Xmas lights 
and end our evening by visiting “Candy 
Cane” Lane. Departs Church 3:00pm  
Franklin 3:15pm.   

 

Come and join the food, fellowship, and fun 

September is Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month 
Ovarian Cancer occurs in 1 out of 72 women at any 
age. Because the symptoms  are subtle most women 
are diagnosed at later stages. By understanding the 
symptoms and recognizing changes, women can 
BEAT the odds and catch ovarian cancer in its early 
stages. 

B Bloating that is persistent 

E Eating less and feeling full quickly 

A Abdominal or pelvic pain 

T Trouble with your bladder or bowel  

Note: Pap tests do not detect ovarian cancer 

If symptoms persist for more than a few weeks, see a 
gynecologist for an examination, ultrasound and 
CA125 blood test. 

I will be facilitating a  "Women and Mental Health" 
Grapevine program at Aurora West Allis on Tuesday, 
September 24, from 1:45 to 3 p.m. Register online at 
aurora.org/events or call 888-863-5502. 

I will be starting a "Healthy Living with Diabetes"  
program at Aurora West Allis on Tuesday October 8, 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m.  This is a 6 week 2.5 hour research 
based workshop. It is designed to help adults with 
Type 2 Diabetes or Pre-Diabetes learn the skills to in-
crease their confidence in managing their blood sugar. 
Family members are also welcome. Registration is re-
quired at aurora.org/event or call 888-863-5502. 

~Nurse Pat 
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WELCOME TO YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY! 
The summer is drawing to a close, and many children 

and adults are beginning to anticipate the start of a 
new school year. Amidst all your planning – supplies, 
registration materials, new clothes, arranging the lo-
gistics of the commute – don’t forget to make good 

use of ALL the libraries in your community –  
NCLUDING YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY. 

You are  invited to visit the Magazine Swap box in the 
Bernice Nailen Memorial Library where periodicals 
donated by library patrons are made available free 
for keeping.  Your own donations of recently pub-
lished magazines (3 months old or less preferred) 
will in turn be appreciated by other patrons and may 
be left at the Magazine Swap box.  However, there is 
no obligation to donate in order to retrieve maga-
zines from our display.  Every three months, the older 
issues will be sent to a prison ministry for the in-
mates to read. 

 USING YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY 

Our library is always open for browsing and quiet 
reading. Library committee members are present on 
Sunday mornings. The Library Committee always 
welcomes suggestions for materials that could be 
added to the church library collection. 

Check-Out and Return Procedures 

Materials circulate for 3 
weeks. If you would like to 
borrow a book, you must 
sign it out by writing your 
first and last names and ad-
dress on the book card 
found in the back pocket of 
the item and leaving this 
card in the basket on the 

desk. Stamp the date due in the back of the book. 

Please return all materials on time. If more time is 
needed, books can be renewed, unless others have 
requested the items. 

Return all items to the "Book Return" cart in the li-
brary. Please DO NOT return materials to the shelves. 

There will be a charge for lost items. 

Special Gift Contributions 

To keep the library current, the church budget in-

THE   

BERNICE NAIL EN  

MEMORIAL L IBRARY 

cludes a line allocation for library resources and up-
keep. 

Memorials and special gifts from members and 
groups are encouraged and are used to purchase 
selected items and equipment. Donors may assist in 
making selections. Donated books are accepted if 
suitable for the collection. 

The Children’s Corner 

This area provides a special place for children to 
browse through books suitable for their ages and 
developing reading skills, and for parents to find 
items for family reading time at home. Sunday 
school teachers can find materials correlated to cur-
riculum. Types of materials include board and pic-
ture books, easy readers and Bible stories. 

 Young Readers 

Older children will find books selected for more ad-
vanced readers from early elementary to adoles-
cence, including fiction and non-fiction. 

Youth and Adult Reading 

This section includes different versions of the Bible, 
Biblical studies, social and moral issues, Christian 
and spiritual life, church history, church leadership, 
family and interpersonal relationships, other reli-
gions, and devotional life. A good selection of fiction 
and biographies is also available. 

Periodicals 

Periodicals on display include our denominational 
publications as well as a few others of religious na-
ture. These may be read in the library or checked 
out. 

Library Staff 

There is always a need for addition-
al help in the caring ministry of the 
church library. If you are interested 
in giving of your time to the church 
library, please contact the church 
office or Betty Grypp or Deb 
Semrad. If you love to read and love 
books, please consider joining the 

library committee. 

V I S I T YO U R  C H U R C H  L I B R A RY  
N E X T S U N D AY !  

  

L  N  
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LOST OR FOUND 
EYE GLASSES  
In recent weeks we have had 
quite the collection of eye glass-
es and sun glasses accumulate. 

There is now a yellow eyeglass rack in the Usher  
closet (in the Narthex).  

If you find or have lost a pair of glasses, this is the 
place to put them or look for them. It has a sign on top 
so you can’t miss it. We will no longer keep them in 
the office, as not everyone has access to that.  
 

A  

SCRIP Fundraising 
 

See Kathy Brengosz in the Gathering Room  
following worship each Sunday.  She will take your 
orders and deliver them for pickup.  All proceeds go to 
help the ministries of Second Saturday Servants.  

 Place your order on the FIRST Sunday  

 Pick up on the THIRD Sunday 

 

Receivers for Listening Assistance 
System  
We have added several new receivers for our Listening 
Assistance System for a total of nine.  

The receivers may be found in the church foyer. We 
recognize that users would prefer to use the same 
receiver each time they come to worship. To reserve 
the same receiver, please note the number of your  
receiver on the reservation list next to the receivers. 
You will only need to do this once.  

The next time you come to worship just pick up the 
one you have reserved. Please ask an usher if you 
need any help. 

COPIES OF  
WORSHIP 
SERVICES 

If you would like a DVD of a service, contact         
Ken Ilseman (262-782-1722) or the church  
office (414-774-5500).   

Sign up on the poster on 
the bulletin board out-
side the Church Office to 
provide flowers in 
memory or in honor of a 
loved one or a special 
event. Return your com-
pleted form to the 
Church Office with your 

payment by the prior Sunday. If you choose to provide 
your own flowers, please fill out the form  as well.  
You may also sign up through the Church Office  
(414-774-5500). 

New Liturgist/Worship Leaders 
If you feel called to engage in the 
ministry of leading the Sunday wor-
ship service, please contact Pastor 
Sam Royappa by email, sroyap-
pa@fumcwa.org or call the church 
office at 414-774-5500. A Worship 
Leadership Equipping event is 

scheduled for Saturday, September 21, 2019 from 
9:00am-11:30am in the Gathering Room. When you 
are available, we will equip you to be able. 

A Gentle Reminder… 
Many Years of Blessings of FUMCWA are requested 
from all members in response to Pastor Sam’s sermon 
on July 28, 2019. Please write the blessings and put 
them in The Prayer Request box, located in the hallway 
across from the church office and in the Narthex. The 
last day to turn these in is September 28, 2019. These 
blessings will be lifted up and celebrated on the fifth 
Sunday, September 29, 2019. Thank you! 

PASTORAL VISIT 
Pastor Sam Royappa is available for pastoral visits. If 
interested, please contact Sam by cell phone  
(608)212-7375, email sroyappa@fumcwa.org, or call 
the church office at (414)774-5500. Pastoral visitation 
is both spiritual and social. It creates an opportunity 
for listening to stories, building relationships, and  
offering spiritual nurturing through prayers for joys 
and concerns. 



First United Methodist Church                      Time Sensitive Material 
7520 West Lapham Street 
West Allis, WI  53214 
Telephone:  414-774-5500 
E-Mail:  
fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org 
Web Site: www.fumcwa.org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

8am Worship AND 11am Worship                                    
9:00am Coffee Fellowship 

9:15am Children & Youth Sunday School and Music  
9:30am Adult Christian Education 

7:45am to 12:15am Nursery Care through Age 4 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday through Thursday - 9:00am to 1:00pm 
CLOSED—Friday - Saturday - Sunday 

 

SERVICES AVAILABLE: 

Elevator    Large Print Bulletins    
 Hearing Enhancement Aids     

 September’s Coins of Love 
will support the  

Thanksgiving Food Basket 
Ministry 

If you would like to help with more than coins, you can use an envelope 
in the pews and mark your donation THANKSGIVING BASKETS.  

 
Each basket of food costs $45.00. We distribute 180 baskets to West 

Allis families. All non-perishable food that is donated to our Food Pantry  
during September and October will be divided among the families re-
ceiving food baskets. Please be sure to take a PACK-A-SACK marked 

bag each month. Your generosity is very much appreciated!  

Are you moving? 
Please contact the church  

office with your new address!! 


