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FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

Advent Greetings to All God’s People! 

My family and I wish you all a blessed Christmas as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, 
the Messiah, the King, the Savior, the Emmanuel, the Light of the World and the 
Word-Made-Flesh. Prophet Isaiah prophesied a thousand years ago, “For a child has been born 
for us, a son given to us.” Christmas is a gift from God to the entire humanity. I meant the birth 
of a Savior... the world, not only then but also today, needs the gift of salvation. Adam Hamilton, 
the author of the book that we are studying this year during Advent, writes: “The New Testament 
has a host of words to describe this work: Christ redeems us, restores us, reconciles us, justifies 
us, and forgives us, to name just a few.” This is what the world has been looking for almost the 
entire year of 2020. I wish I would no longer use the word COVID-19 in 2021 because I/we 
believe in the prophecy of Isaiah, “A child, a Savior, a Messiah is born to deliver us, the world.” 
That’s why we sing, “Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel, O the World, O 
people of God.” Emmanuel came, is coming and will come - a hope and a promise. Friends, let 
us celebrate the birth of a Savior, a Redeemer, a Deliverer, a Messiah and a King. Let us give 
thanks for His promise and our hope in the promise. When we share Christmas cookies and 
gifts with others, we will remind ourselves that we share God’s promise and our hope. Let us 
proclaim to the world - Help is on the way because the same God who brought forth life from 
dust will deliver us from earthly strife and struggles. 

Prayer: Gracious God, we are open to all that You want us to be in this season of celebration. 
There is so much for us to know of Jesus the Messiah, the King and the Savior. Please reveal to 
us more of Jesus during these last few weeks of 2020 and then in the year that lie ahead of us. 
Thank You for the gift of Christmas, amen! 

SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM BISHOP DON OTT - STEWARDSHIP 

FUMC West Allis has been "my home church" since age 11 in 1950. Soon after my 
confirmation, my father, Arthur, with my mother, Elsie, listening, and my five-year-old sister, 
Kathy, nearby, told me what I should do with my first paycheck. Said he, "put 10% in the bank 
just for you and your future; give another 10% to the Church for God's people’s work...and the 
rest will always be enough for yourself." Until I was out of college, I did that quite reluctantly and 
then happily...for a lifetime. Some years it is challenging but it is always satisfying. Starting a 
plan like this my father admitted in our later adult conversations, is a lot easier when you are 



age 16 than at 46 or another adult life period. Those who take the challenge might well begin 
with any % and build over time to the 10% known as the "biblical tithe." Giving money (as part of 
a life plan) is the easiest action - that is once it was started became as natural and as important 
as paying the house electric bill. As to the most satisfying weekly action - well, that was the 
arrival in worship times of the offering plate. It was a way to say, "Yes Jesus, I'm with you in 
kingdom building." Writing a check has long been an in-the-heart-smile-creating-moment. All 
thanks to my guiding father, family, congregation, pastors and the people through the years, like 
you now, who showed the way. Thank you.  DON OTT  

 

FUMCWA REPORTS OF THE PAST WEEKS AND FOR THIS MONTH 

ONLINE WORSHIP from October 25, 2020 to November 15, 2020 - 676 views [Church 
YouTube and Church Facebook] 

ONLINE REFLECTION and PRAYER TIME  (November 01 Devotion & Fridays) October 23 to 
November 20, 2020 - 644 views [Church YouTube, Church Facebook and BAND] 

OFFERING UPDATE 

November 1 - $4603.50   November 8 - $4603.50   November 15 - $4111.00  

November 22 - $  

WORSHIP (Live Streaming) FOCUS FOR DECEMBER - Sundays at 10:00 am 

2020 ADVENT STUDY - “Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas” by Adam 
Hamilton 

12/06 Advent Second Sunday - Matthew 1:20-23 “Incarnation: God with Us” 

12/13 Advent Third Sunday - Matthew 1:18-25 “Incarnation: God with Others” 

12/20 Advent Fourth Sunday - John 1:1-5 “Walking in the Light” 

12/27 First Sunday after Christmas & Last Sunday of 2020 - John 1:1-5 “Sharing the Light” 

*12/24 Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 pm- Matthew 5:14-16 “The Light of the World” 

 

FUMCWA COMMUNITY SHARING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

2020 “Dough Holy Night” [A COVID-19-Friendly version of Brunch in Bethlehem] is a 
deliciously-fun family experience with the true meaning of Christmas baked in. Families will bake 
cookies while discovering the ingredients that made the first ever Christmas so sweet. See 
enclosure for more information. 

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree will continue this year! It’s been a challenging year for 
everyone. Connecting with family is more precious than ever, especially for children with a 
parent in prison. Please watch for a special mailing from our church with details on how we are 
planning this program even as the current crisis continues and social distancing orders are still 
in place. 



FILL THE STOCKING Advent Mission Project: The Children’s Sunday School classes will be 
collecting socks for the homeless during Advent again this year. Please drop off the socks at 
church. Give the gift of happy feet. NEW SOCKS—ALL SIZES ARE NEEDED!  All socks 
collected will be donated to the homeless. 

2020 BRINGING CHRISTMAS HOME DRIVE-THROUGH: Light, Hope, and Healing- 
December 12, 2020 from 1:00-3:00pm: CELEBRATE THE ADVENT SEASON with your 
church family. You are invited to a contactless Outdoor Drive-Through Gathering in the church 
parking lot.  Please come to church and receive a small Christmas gift bag and pick up your 
2021 offering envelopes. Please consider joining us at 2:45 pm for a 15-minute devotion. We 
will hear a Christmas Devotion, listen to Silent Night, and receive a blessing. Plan to stay in your 
car and maintain social distance, bring your own candle to light (or use a candle app on your 
phone) and wear a mask.  We will light a candle of HOPE to celebrate this Advent Season that 
is full of HOPE and for coming days full of LIGHT and HEALING and PROMISE. This is the 
perfect time to drop off your Angel Tree Gift and donate warm socks to FILL THE 
STOCKING.  

The UMW Sugarplum Sweets and Holiday Treats Annual Cookie and Candy Sale will not 
be held this year due to Covid-19.  

2020 Christmas Hymns and Carols Singing Service - December 16, 2020 at 6:00 pm: The 
service will be live streamed via FUMCWA YouTube and then posted to FUMCWA Facebook 
and website. Experience the wonderful joy of Christmas by singing Christmas hymns and carols. 

THREE CHURCH CELEBRATION ZOOM WEBINARS: 
Celebration of the FUMCWA- PAST, PRESENT, & FUTURE: 

December 2, 2020 at 6:00 pm-The 97th Year Celebration of the Church Building Service 
[December 2, 1923 - December 2, 2020] 

December 9, 2020 at 6:00 pm-Celebration of Church Volunteers’ Service 

December 23, 2020 at 6:00 pm-The 102nd Year Celebration of Sunday School Service 
[December 23, 1888 - December 23, 2020] 

 
Register in advance for these webinars: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN-yx2ECRcR9e0eVukoPIndg 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

Join your Church Family on December 24, 2020 at 6:00 pm for the 2020 Christmas Eve 
Service which will be live streamed on YouTube. A copy of the service will be posted later on 
the church Facebook and website. 

NEW BIBLE STUDY: Beginning Thursday, January 14, 2021, at 6:30 pm (via Zoom), Pastor 
Sam will lead a Bible Study focusing on The Book of Revelation (also called The Book of Vision) 
from The Book of Today perspective. The class will explore the purpose behind the book, the 
learning thoughts from the book, and how the book can help to live our lives meaningfully. 
Please register by calling the church office with your name and email.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-yx2ECRcR9e0eVukoPIndg


New Parsonage Update: Our church has purchased a new parsonage located at 10518 West 
Spring Green Road, Greenfield, WI 53228. It is a cape cod style home with 2 bedrooms, a 
galley kitchen, dining room, living room, and one full bathroom on the main level, and a large 
master bedroom suite on the second level. It also has a partially finished basement. It has a 
detached 2.5 car garage. The Board of Trustees was charged with finding a new parsonage 
after a church conference in June determined that the current parsonage should be sold. The 
committee viewed scores of homes over many months. A church conference was held on 
November 1 at which the purchase was authorized. The closing occurred on November 13. The 
Trustees have been busy preparing the new parsonage for the December 4 move-in day. 
Pastor Sam, on behalf of our congregation, blessed and dedicated the residence to the glory of 
God as a parsonage to be used as a residence for our current and future pastors.  

Mission Moment: Second Saturday Servants will be serving hot casseroles at Morning Glory 
on December 12, 2020. Please drop off the hot casseroles at First Church (parking lot) at 7:30 
am. In November, 22 casseroles were served. The need is great. Thanks for your generosity. 
Morning Glory is also in need of winter coats for large and tall men. The Coins of Love for 
December will go to Morning Glory Ministries.  

Church Office Hours for December: Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Friday 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. One staff member will be in the office during these hours. For the safety of 
all, please wear a mask when entering the church and wear gloves if you are in contact with 
shared items.  

From Our Church Staff 

Nurse Pat:  We were all aware that face masks, which cover both the nose and mouth, are a 
critical tool in stopping the spread of the coronavirus because they keep you from spreading the 
virus to others.  The CDC now reports that wearing a face mask ALSO protects the person 
wearing it!  Thick multilayered masks that fit well are the best choice.  So please, wear your 
masks correctly, distance yourself 6 feet from others, wash your hands frequently, and go forth 
by the grace of God during this holy season of Advent.   

 

 

We thank you for your continued support with prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
The Lord has promised to bless us, based on our needs, in these challenging times. Our souls 
will wait for God’s plan with time to return to the normal life of our Faith Community with 
renewed strength and power and vision. “Let us prepare the Way of the Lord to see the 
salvation of our God.” Let us remind ourselves, because Christ loves our church, we love our 
church. Thanks be to God! 

 

Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 

 

 


