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“Preparing God’s People for Comeback with Renewed Strength” 

CONTENT/OUTLINE: 

 FUMCWA Pastoral Letter with a Prayer & A Stewardship Message 

 FUMCWA Reports from the Past Weeks and for the Months of June & July 

 FUMCWA Community Sharing & Announcements 

FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

Christian Greetings! 

The season of summer is just around the corner. We are planning all kinds of events, mostly 

outdoors. Kids are excited to be freed from school academics and also from ‘zoom fatigue’ for 

those who did virtual school this past year. Personally, I always look forward to the extended 

‘sunshine’ in summer, early rising and late setting of the sun. I am reminded of a verse from 

First Peter 5:10 which reads: “The God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen and establish you.” It’s a promise, a call, an 

invitation, and an affirmation. Yes, we are still not out of the woods because of the worldwide 

pandemic. Yes, we continue to pray with our kids, ‘Jesus, heal the world.’ Yes, we struggle to 

fully return to normalcy. Yet, letting our Almighty God carry our struggles and difficult situations 

does help. God loves each of us, as we are drawn closer to God every moment. He is the God 

of all grace. He calls us so that we might be restored, supported, strengthened, and established. 

I invite all our church people of God to be confident and cheerful. Let us begin to see the way 

God can lighten our burdens and enlighten our paths into a future filled with hope.     

PRAYER:  Loving God, may we always be aware of your closeness and willingness to share 

our burdens and struggles. Please give us this summer the grace to share it with others, in 

addition to our daily bread, clothing, shelter, and other basic needs. We commit to be God’s 

hands and feet to bring solace to those in need. Amen. 

 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE – Joe Pitterle, Chair, Stewardship Team 

As we think about 2021 and the future of FUMCWA, we first must think about the past and how 

blessed our church is. Emerging from 2020 our church is stronger financially than before and 

this must be celebrated! Thank you to all of the generous members who have given through 

thick and thin and through all of the ups and the downs this past year! Moving forward we must 

continue to tithe and support in any way we can, whether financially or with the talents we each 

have. We'll also find that as 2021 continues that there will be new ways to support the mission 

 



as the virtual experience continues in parallel with the return to in-church. Regardless of where 

we worship, we can make sure that we prioritize our faith, our giving, and most importantly the 

future of First United Methodist Church of West Allis. Together we’ll be stronger for decades to 

come! 

FUMCWA REPORTS OF THE PAST WEEKS and FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE & JULY 2021 

Online Worship from April 18, 2021 to May 16, 2021 - 364 views [Church YouTube and 

Church Facebook] 

Online Reflection and Prayer Time (including May 1 Devotion and Fridays Facebook Live) 

from April 17, 2021 to May 21, 2021 – 389 views 

In-Person Worship Attendance from April 18 to May 23, 2021 – 256 Total (Worshippers, 

Volunteers, and Worship Team) 

OFFERING UPDATE 

April 18 - $4258.00     April 25 - $6266.00                                                                                  

May 2 - $7163.00       May 9 - $6371.00       May 16 - $4192.00          

April Coins of Love - Opportunity School of the Methodist Church in India - $874.17 

May Coins of Love - Pine Lake Church Camp - $378.00 

WORSHIP FOCUS (Live Streaming and In-Person) for June and July 2021 - Sundays at 

10:00 am 

*During the summer (June, July, & August), Pastor Sam will be preaching a sermon series on 

the theme, “God’s Blueprint for Living” based on the “Ten Commandments”. 

6/6 Second Sunday after Pentecost, Deuteronomy 10:12-22, “The Ten Commandments” 

(Introduction) 

6/13 Third Sunday after Pentecost, Psalm 96:1-9, “Undivided Devotion” (First Word) 

6/20 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, “Learn to Experience Worship” 

(Second Word) 

6/27 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Nehemiah 1:4-11, “Blessed to Use God’s Name” (Third 

Word) 

7/4 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Isaiah 56:1-8, “Gift of Time to Rest” (Fourth Word) 

7/11 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, Deuteronomy 6:1-7, “Life Time Credit” (Fifth Word) 

7/18 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Genesis 2:1-7, “The Gift of Life” (Sixth Word) 

7/25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Philippians 4:4-9, “God’s Fences and Boundaries” (Seventh 

Word) 

FUMCWA COMMUNITY SHARING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REOPENING PLANS: [Special Mailing: The Online Worship Team’s Communication dated 

May 21, 2021] Beginning Sunday, June 6, 2021, in-person worship and live streaming will 

continue every Sunday at 10:00 am in the sanctuary. Sign up for worship will not be required 



and there will be no restriction as to the number of worshippers. Based on the WCC guidelines, 

we have adopted the “two out of three” approach. By following this standard, we will be doing 

much to mitigate risk. All vaccinated and unvaccinated members will be asked to mask and 

social distance during worship in the sanctuary. These measures are also needed as we take a 

cautious stance on congregational singing indoors due to mixed vaccination status groups. 

Fall Reopening Plan (September and Beyond): Beginning Gathering Sunday, September 12, 
2021, the tentative plan is to fully reopen the sanctuary with 8:00 am and 11:00 am worship 
services. This is contingent upon the trends and metrics around COVID-19 and vaccinations of 
church members. In the best interest of the health of people of all ages, we will assess the 
reality and communicate the action plan in the August Methodist Messengers and announce 

plans during Community Sharing Time.  

PLEASE SEE THE ENCLOSED UPDATED FLYER FOR INFORMATION ON THE 
FOLLOWING 2021 SUMMER WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:  

SPECIAL SUMMER CHURCH & COMMUNITY EVENTS 

MID-WEEK WORSHIP OPPORTUNTIES (June, July & August – Wednesday at 6:00 pm) 

AWANA INVITATION (Beginning September 15, 2021) 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (August 2-6 - 9:00 am to Noon) 

SPECIAL SUNDAY FOCUS 10:00 am (June through September) 

June/July Mission Moment: Second Saturday Servants will be serving hot casseroles at 
Morning Glory on June 12 and on July 10. Please drop off the hot casseroles at First Church 
(parking lot) at 7:45 am. Please contact Val Holzman (414-378-1082) if you are able to supply a 
hot casserole. The Missions Committee will be making lunches for Larry Under the Bridge this 
summer also. The Yarn Ministry will be meeting at McCarty Park (78th and Beloit) on June 21 
and July 16 at 12:30 pm. Coins of Love for June will support WI UMC Ingathering. Coins of Love 
for July will support Larry Under the Bridge. The global missions of the United Methodist Church 
have been hit hard by the pandemic. Thanks to the collaborative efforts of the Missions 
Committee, Scholarship and Endowment, and the Church Council, financial assistance has 
been extended to care for the Covid-19 needs through The Philip and Timothy Stains Memorial 
Children’s Home in South India. We praise God for the resources that our church has been 
blessed with.  

Book Discussion Group: On Monday, June 28 at 1:30 pm, the group will discuss                    

A Road Called Down on Both Sides: Growing Up in Ethiopia and America by Carolyn 

Kurtz.  This book reveals a young woman’s very personal experiences on her life’s unfolding 

journey. A journey broadened by the complications and solutions presented her in her ongoing             

multi-cultural life. All are invited to join the discussion. The group will meet at McCarty Park (78th 

Street and Beloit Avenue).  

Adult Christian Education Retreat Invitation: Members of all ages who are interested in 

strengthening the FUMCWA Adult Education Ministry are invited to join the ACE Retreat 

on July 17 at McCarty Park (Picnic Area #2) from 1:00-4:00 pm. The Adult Education 

Committee is inviting all to explore creative, innovative ways to refresh the adult education 



program. This is an important key to the future growth of FUMCWA. The priorities of the post-

quarantine church must focus on church health, church growth, and church vitality, intentionally 

initiating efforts to emerge stronger than before. Please join us and share your ideas to enhance 

Adult Christian Education as we seek to fulfill our purpose of making disciples for Jesus Christ. 

If you cannot attend the retreat and have ideas, please contact Bonnie Chesky (262-794-3225).  

Committee on Communication and Technology Update: Thanks to the leadership and 

efforts of the Committee on Communication and Technology and to the leadership and the 

generosity of the Committee on Scholarship and Endowment for the funding, the following will 

take place: upgrading the WIFI which will enable better connectivity throughout the church; 

purchasing a new sanctuary projection screen which will replace the current non-functioning 

projection screen; funding the rental cost of the current temporary projection screen; and 

upgrading the current laptop that is used for the power point which supports the streaming and 

in-person worship services. Technology is not just a trend that will fade away. Technology will 

help grow our church's ministries and mission to glorify God by ensuring that His Word and our 

praise will be heard not just in our church building but throughout the community and 

beyond.  Technology allows a greater sense of community that does not require proximity. 

Technology is where and how the younger generation is connected and reached. Almost all of 

the youth are on Instagram, which is a social networking service since 2012. All of our 

technology tools will enhance discipleship and stewardship. Technology is a post-

modern means to an end. Our goal is to enable our church’s mission to make disciples of all 

people from everywhere to everywhere. We are grateful to everyone who has provided support 

and leadership in the area of Communication and Technology. 

Gardeners Needed: We need help maintaining the flowerbeds around the church. This 
includes weeding, mulching, trimming, and watering. The appearance of our property is 
important. We are looking for members who will put into practice the gifts and abilities that God 
has given those with ‘green thumbs’. Please let the office know if you are interested in being a 
good steward of the beautiful plants that God has given us.  
 
Church Handyman: We are interested in hiring a handyman to work in and around the church 
doing repairs and painting projects on an as-needed basis. Do you know a person who is great 
with a hammer, saw, and paintbrush? Maybe that is you! God has equipped everyone with 
specific gifts. Well-maintained buildings are more attractive and make a better impression than 
worn-out and poorly-maintained facilities. This is just good stewardship. Please contact the 
church office if you know of anyone interested in this position.  

Food Pantry: The Food Pantry Ministry will be open from 3:00-5:00 pm on June 9 and June 23 

and July 14 and July 28. Please contact the church office if you know of anyone who is in need 

of food. Let your neighbors know. Those in need can stop at the church and pick up bags of 

food during office hours. We know there is a great need, please help us spread the word.  

Thank You! The good wishes and cards that we received for our 50th Anniversary are truly 
appreciated. We feel greatly blessed to be a part of the supportive First Church community.  
Thank you so much. Dave & Betty Grypp 
 
From Tom Rinka: Thank you to all of you for your continued prayers, cards, calls, and positive 

thoughts throughout my fight with cancer.  While the battle continues, it seems I am winning 

most of the fights. Hopefully they will be able to kill the remaining cancer cells soon.  As many of 

you have experienced, it is a lonely fight in the hospital without loved ones at your side due to 



Covid concerns.  However, through the prayers and support of my family and friends, I felt 

God's strength particularly through surgery and hospital stays in Houston.  Through your 

prayers, God provided support to me through the nurses and staff at the hospital as I had to 

make a difficult decision to undergo an emergency surgery the day after the original 

surgery.  Without the support from God, all of you, and all of the hospital staff the outcome could 

have been entirely different.  I am thankful for the strength God provided to me and the hospital 

staff and the prayers and support all of you provided!  I am anticipating another visit to Houston 

for a surgical procedure to kill the remaining cancer in June.  Please keep the medical staff and 

me in your prayers for a successful result.  Thank you and God bless all of you.   

From Church Staff: 

Church Office Hours for June and July: Monday to Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Friday 9:00 

am to 12:00 pm. The Staff Meeting is now being held in the Small Dining Room every Tuesday 

at 9:00 am. When you arrive at church, please check in with the office and when you leave the 

building, please let the office know. 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator: I am excited to announce that Senior 
League will begin having meetings again. Our first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 1, 2021, at 12:00 Noon. All Senior League members will receive a letter in the mail 
with the program schedule details in early August. Welcome back and please bring your 
friends!   
 
Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator: Get ready for a Sizzl’n Summer of Activities: 
We will again be hosting God’s Parking Lot Hot Dog Ministry each Saturday in June from 3:00-
5:00 pm. FREE hot dogs, chips, and a beverage for all--either walk or drive up, grab a bag lunch 
(or snack or dinner) and say "hi".  Please spread the word to friends and neighbors!! 
 
Load up your car and stop by the church parking lot on Saturday, July 10, between 4:30 to 6:30 
pm for a reprise of the "Reverse Parades" of last summer.  Several members of the church 
staff will be on hand with decorated cars and BIG smiles plus popsicles or cookies!  Bring a 
guest or two and let your friends know that all are welcome to stop by and enjoy a couple of 
minutes of good ole First Church friendliness. 
 
Announcing the return of the Church Picnic on Sunday, July 25.  After a year without a picnic 
event - we're back, but in a slightly different way. With deference to changing COVID rules, and 
because the McCarty Pool will not be available, we have moved our 2021 picnic to Greenfield 
Park. Shelter #3A has been reserved - cool and shady - from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  The shelter is 
accessed off of W. Lincoln Avenue near 124th St.  While there won't be any swimming, there is 
a great play area for kids adjacent to the shelter, a large open area for games, and a paved 
parking lot at the site. We will have contests and prizes for all ages and serve individual brats, 
hot dogs (with a vegetarian option), chips, ice cream, cake, beverages, and S’mores.  Feel free 
to bring your own "add-on" picnic items, but we don't think it is prudent to offer the usual "item to 
pass" option.  If you like, bring a lawn chair rather than sitting on a picnic table bench. 
But MOST IMPORTANTLY, spread the word and bring a friend or two to join in the fun and 
prizes!! 
 
Looking further ahead... God’s Parking Lot Hot Dog Ministry will be back each Saturday in 
August too!  If our reopening plans materialize as hoped, we will also see the return of the 
Methodist Movie Matinee & Discussions and other activities in September. Plan to be an active 
part of your church family! 



 

 
Nurse Pat: June is Alzheimer's Awareness Month. Dementia is an umbrella term to describe a 
decline in mental ability which is severe enough to interfere with daily life. Alzheimer's is the 
most common type of dementia making up 60-80% of the cases. The cause of Alzheimer's 
disease is not fully understood but there are steps you can take to maintain brain health.  These 
include exercising on a regular basis (30 minutes most days of the week), and controlling blood 
pressure, cholesterol, blood glucose and weight.  Eat a variety of fruits, vegetables, and lean 
meat.  Stay connected with others. Challenge yourself by learning something new every day 
with puzzles, games, reading, or hobbies. Protect your brain from injury through use of helmets, 
seat belts, and fall prevention.  Strive for 7-9 hours of sleep each night.  Do these health 
guidelines sound familiar?  Researchers will be watching those who complain of "Post Covid 
Brain Fog".   
 
WI Women's Health Foundation will be offering several online Grapevine programs during June 
and July.  If interested, contact please me and I will mail you the information to register. 
 
I will be out of the office from the afternoon of June 15 through the July 4th holiday. Some of the 
time I will be out of town. For emergencies, please call the church office.  

 

 

 

People of God, our church continues to move forward with God’s grace and all of your prayers 

and support. THANK YOU! We are still passing through challenging times but with the provision 

of God’s strength and power with hope. May the empowering Holy Spirit continue in summer 

and beyond to be the source of who we are and what we are called to do! Prayers go up and 

blessings come down, amen! 

 

Dave Affleldt, Chair, Church Council                                 Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fumcwa.org /  

Website: www.fumcwa.org /  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWNJ9ovBn2eu4kBC0ZpVQNw (remember to 

subscribe) 
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