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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

Christian Greetings! 

We are ready to say ‘goodbye’ to summer and getting ready to say 

‘hello’ to the season of fall. The month of September brings both 

opportunities and challenges. All preparations are underway to fully 

reopen our church with a return to the pre-pandemic schedule of 

both services and activities and programs at all levels with Almighty 

God being our guide and helper. In the midst of numerous            

opportunities to gather the strength of God, there are a few               

challenges both locally and globally. It’s saddening to know that 

more children are hospitalized with Coronavirus and the fear of the 

situation worsening, as The Wall Street Journal has predicted when 

schools are planning to reopen in person. The number of children 

who have tested positive in August has shifted from thousands to 

millions. Globally speaking, the situation in Afghanistan seems to be 

posing a threat to humanity and particularly to the USA - ‘crisis after 

crisis’. How do we begin to overcome problems, one after another, 

and rely on the promises of God to get ourselves established on a 

path ‘to get up and walk again’? I am reminded of the phrase by 

Robert Schuller, “Tough times never last but tough people do.” The 

call here for all of us is to emerge as a people of resilience. Yes, we 

are troubled. Yes, we are disturbed. Yes, we have sleepless nights. 

Yes, we often think that problems should not occur or if they occur, 

they should go away immediately. Yes, we wish our faith will solve 

all the problems. Yes, it’s important to express our pain and      

problems. More importantly we must focus on GOD, strengthening 

our faith in GOD, and trusting GOD for our present and future. We 

can learn from the Psalmist who says in Psalm 77 verse 14: “You 

are the God who performs miracles; You display Your power among 

the peoples.” May we face the season of fall and the future as    

people of resilience! 

PRAYER:  God of grace and power, You led the people of Israel 

out of Egypt. Please lead us out of fear, doubt, unbelief, and       

discouragement that we all may be freed into the land of courage, 

strength, and encouragement. Amen. 
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        MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 
                    By Tom Bolton 
 
We are called to Stewardship because God 
Cares about us.  We are called to care for others 
because God cares about us and others. First 
Church has a wonderful history of                         
stewardship.  Many people give regularly and 
generously and we have kept our obligations in 
good times and in lean times.  I am particularly 
proud of all the Missions that First Church      
supports.  It helps many people to survive and 
also to experience the love of God in their 
lives.  But have you felt how much it fills you with 
the love of Christ when we give?  We are so 
richly blessed when we serve others that it     
boggles my mind. 
 
Friends, let us keep serving with our resources, 
talents, and time.  If you don’t give regularly, or 
cannot afford much right now, please give a little 
bit. Give some time to something too. You will be 
blessed beyond belief. Stewardship is the care 
and  management of that which belongs to     
another. And while we often speak of things as 
ours, the reality is that all that we have and all 
we are belongs to another - God. As the Apostle 
Paul put it, "What do you have that you did not 
receive?" (1 Corinthians 4:7). So it is from God 
that we have received our lives and everything in 
them for which we 
are responsible. 
Temporarily - until 
God requires them 
from us - we are 
stewards of these 
gifts. 
 
After Zacchaeus 
was converted, he 
said to Jesus, "Behold, Lord, half of my posses-
sions I will give to the poor, and if I have defraud-
ed anyone of anything, I will give back four times 
as much." (Luke 19:8). Today as then, the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ turns lovers of money into 
lovers of God. One of the most reliable evidenc-
es of discipleship is when a person begins look-
ing for ways to use time, talent, and treasure in 
service to the gospel. This testifies to the value 
one places on the gospel, that they treasure the 
God of the gospel above all. 



 

FUMCWA REPORTS OF THE PAST WEEKS and FOR SEPTEMBER  2021 

Online Worship from July 25, 2021 to August 22, 2021-  264  views [Church YouTube and Church         
Facebook] 

Online Reflection and Prayer Time, Monthly Devotional Time, & Wednesday Special Events, from July 
23, 2021 to August 20, 2021 - 1046 views [Church Facebook, YouTube, BAND and Instagram] 

In-Person Worship Attendance from July 25, 2021 to August 15, 2021- 210 Total (Worshippers,            
Volunteers, and Worship Team) 

In-Person Mid-week Summer Worship Attendance (June, July and August) - 45 Total (worshippers and 
Worship Team) 

 

OFFERING UPDATE 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Coins of Love: Larry Under the Bridge $839.79 

August Coins of Love: God’s Parking Lot Hot Dog Ministry $229.00 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP FOCUS (Live Stream and In-Person) September, October, November: Pastor Sam will begin a 
new sermon series on “Faith and Family”  beginning in September. Relationships with and reaching out to (1) 
family members, (2) church members, and (3) community members are critical and vital in the journey of faith. 
Despite challenges and issues, let us gather to learn the discipline of ‘getting along with others’ faithfully and 
fruitfully.  

September - Relationships with and Reaching out to Biological (Nuclear) Family 

September 5 - Faith and Family: Biological Family - Introduction - Psalm 127:1-5 

September 12 - Faith and Family: Biological Family - “Depth of Relationship” - First Corinthians 13:1-13 

September 19 - Faith and Family: Biological Family - “Make Relationships Last” - Genesis 1:26-31 

September 26 - Faith and Family: Biological Family - “Approaching Difficulties and Challenges” - Psalm 27:1-3 

October - Relationships with and Reaching out to Spiritual (Church) Family 

November - Relationships with and Reaching out to Community (Missional) Family 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

July 18 $5067.00 $1304.05 $6371.05 

July 25 $1630.00 $1634.89 $3264.89 

August 1 $2670.00 $3664.16 $6334.06 

August 8 $2823.00 $1154.99 $3977.99 

August 15 $2815.00 $1244.00 $4959.00 



FUMCWA COMMUNITY SHARING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HEALTH, GROWTH, VITALITY of FUMCWA:  Enclosed is a two-page document titled                          
“Growth Ingredients” with a chart and description of each ingredient. This was developed by Pastor Sam 
and presented to the Church Council. The Church Council will use this document to design a 3-5 year   
Ministry Plan for FUMCWA. All members are strongly encouraged to read and reflect on these ingredients 
and share their thoughts, ideas, and/or proposals that will ensure the future health, growth, and vitality of 
FUMCWA. Your input is appreciated.  

September Mission Moment: Second Saturday Servants will be serving hot casseroles on September 11. 
We are in great need of 25 casseroles. The community need has recently increased. Your support is a 

blessing to our neighbors. Our mission is to make a difference for all those around us. Please drop off the 
hot casseroles at First Church (parking lot) at 7:45 am. Contact Val Holzman (414-378-1082) if you are 
able to supply a hot  casserole. Thank you for your generosity. 

September’s “Coins of Love” will be used to purchase food for the Thanksgiving    

Baskets. We have already started preparations for the Thanksgiving Basket Ministry. 

If you are not familiar with this ministry, we have been giving food to families in the 

West Allis area for Thanksgiving for 45 years.  We receive names of families who 

are having financial difficulties from elementary schools in the area as well as from 

our church families.  Each family receives a turkey and other food needed to prepare 

a Thanksgiving meal.  Each basket costs $50.00.  This year our goal again is to give Thanksgiving Baskets 

to 180 families. The ministry is funded mainly from donations from this congregation. We hope that you will 

give generously to support the Thanksgiving Basket Ministry. September 19 will be a special worship      

service celebrating 45 years of the Thanksgiving Food Basket Ministry.  

Gathering Sunday, September 12, 2021: We welcome you back to a new church year! We will fully       
reopen the sanctuary with the 8:00 am and 11:00 am worship services and will  return to normal church life. 
During each worship service everyone will receive a special Welcome Back gift. We are still called to care 
for all and we will continue to act with everyone’s best interests in mind for their health, well being, and  

safety. Masking is optional. 
 
Let’s Meet for Coffee, Cake, and Conversation on Gathering Sunday at 9:30-
10:30 am. Coffee and friends are the perfect blend! With in-person services 
paused during the pandemic, one thing many of our members have missed is the 
coffee hour. You are invited to reconnect with your church family over coffee and 
cake. We will gather in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to join our Back to 
Church Celebration.  Nursery care will be available. The youth will hang out in 
the Lighthouse Room. There will be activities for children in 3K-Grade 5. We   
invite all children and youth to bring their school backpacks for the Backpack 
Blessing. There will be a special time during this gathering where the children 
and youth and their backpacks will be prayed for in preparation for the upcoming 
school year.  

 

Saddle up! Youth Group is back! Join us right after church on Sunday, September 
19, for lunch, fellowship, and a carpool drive to Kettle Moraine Ranch for horseback 
riding. Cost is $20 per rider. Please let us know you are coming by contacting the   
office by September 12. Giddy up! 



Food Pantry Ministry: The Food Pantry will be open from 3:00-5:00 pm on          
September 8 and September 22. Please “Pack-a-Sack’” each month for our Food  
Pantry. Bags are available in the Narthex with a list of non-perishable food items  
needed. Thank you for your generosity and helping those in need. 

 
The UMW Executive Committee met on August 16 to discuss how to  proceed for the remainder of 2021. It 
was decided that with the Delta variant now on the rise, we will not hold 
our rummage sale nor cookie sale this year. It takes a lot of hard work 
and many are not willing nor able to take on these projects this year. 
We hope to have a rummage sale in spring. We are, however, going to 
hold a Unity Circle Reunion Social on Monday, October 11, at 1:00 pm 
in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a bag lunch and beverage. We will so-
cially distance and enjoy each other’s company and catch up on how 
everyone is doing. If you would like to join us on that day, but you have 
not attended one of our circle meetings, you are most welcome to join 
us. I hope to see you and have you share your thoughts about how to 
proceed in 2022. If you have any concerns or comments, please call Annette Intravaia (414-257-4166). 
Blessings to you all!  

 

 

Vacation Bible School August 2-6, 2021- Quest for God's Great Light!  During VBS week, 23 children    

and many caring adults and student helpers enjoyed a wonderful week together.                                                              

VBS 2021, Discovery on Adventure Island, was a spiritual and meaningful week where all learned the many 

ways of sharing God’s love. The Explorers (3K-Grade 5) had a great week on enchanted Adventure Island as 

they searched for five mysterious infinity lanterns (Love, Trust, Faith, Joy, and 

Hope) that helped light the way on the island.  Many thanks to all for your     

prayers for a  successful VBS week. 

Sincere thanks to the following for making this week so special: Michelle Fuller, 

Aly Johnson, Jenny Rutter, Erica Rauls, Claire Rauls, Selwyn Samuel,           

Leo  Roberts, RoseAnn Ting, Pastor Sam, Val Holzman, Salud, Pat Shapiro,       

Barb Sorenson, Rachael Balles, Pat Nelson, LeRoy Nelson, Carole Schumm, 

Nathan Sorenson, Annette Intravaia, Bonnie Chesky, Deb Semrad.  

 

Would you like to donate altar flowers in celebration or honor of a loved 
one?  Celebrate a birthday or an anniversary?  We would love to honor your 

loved one in our weekly service.  Please contact the church office to place 
your flower order. The first Sunday for which we are accepting orders will be      
September 12 (Gathering Sunday).   

From the Church Staff:  

Church Office Hours for September:  Monday to Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Friday 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm. When you arrive at church, please check in with the office and when you leave the building, please let 
the office know.  Pastor Sam is always available by calling his cell phone 608-212-7375 or                                                
emailing fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org. 

 

FUMCWA 2021 Church Charge Conference: All are invited to attend the 2021 Church Charge Confer-
ence on Sunday, October 31, at 9:15 am. District Superintendent Forrest Wells will preside over the Charge 

Conference. 

mailto:fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org


Nurse Pat: Here it is September and I was certain by now our community would be 
mask free.  I am concerned and wear my mask indoors as my second vaccine was 6 
months ago. There have also been several super spreader events. Sadly, I have 
heard too many stories of fully vaccinated people contracting the Delta                 
variant. Please remain vigilant! 
September is a perfect time to celebrate "Healthy Aging Month" since it is a time 
when many people think about getting started on new tasks after summer.  The 
Healthy Aging Magazine offers tips for reinventing yourself:  1. Do NOT act your 

age, picture yourself at your best age and be it! 2. Be POSITIVE in your conversations and actions. If you 
catch yourself complaining, STOP and REFOCUS and CONNECT with others who are POSITIVE as 
well. 3. STAND and WALK tall, Keep your head up, chin tucked, shoulders back and tummy firm (I sound 
like my mom), FIX your stance and practice it every day. 
 
On Sunday August 29th I started my 6 hours per week position as your independent Faith Communi-
ty  Nurse.  I plan to be at church some Sundays, Tuesday mornings, and at Senior League meetings.  Feel 
free to contact me through the church office at other times.   

Lance Lambert / Events Coordinator:  Kid's Book Drive (This great idea was 
passed on to me by Jen Harper). Throughout September we will be collecting new 
and gently used books, with an emphasis on those suitable for infants to age 5 
(board books and picture books are especially good). But books for all ages are 
also needed. Multicultural and multilingual books are super! The books will be    
donated to Nextdoor, an organization on Milwaukee's north side that has been 
committed to "Stronger Families Through Education" for 50 years. Nextdoor      
recognizes that the first 5 years of a child's life are the most important developmental years and they are 
committed to putting books in the hands of needy kids. Please bring books any time during September and 
leave them in the bin in the Narthex or take them to the church office.  The books will be delivered to 
Nextdoor in early October. What a great opportunity to show Christ's love with this outreach!  I hope that this 
drive is successful and that we might do more of these collections benefitting other worthwhile groups in our 
community.  How about inviting your friends and neighbors to be a part of this ministry? 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  The first Senior League meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, September 1, at 12:00 Noon.   Gathering time is at 11:30 am to register. New members 
are always welcome! Our lunch cost is $8.00 payable by cash or check. Reservations should have been 
made by August 25.  We are very excited to begin again! See you soon. On the Menu: 3 Cheese Chicken, 
Chicken Rice, Broccoli Salad and Ice Cream Cups. Our program will be presented by Pastor Sam on India at 
1:00 pm. Followed by a brief meeting with devotions by Laurie Halvorsen and dismissal at 2:00 pm. Please 
wear your mask for this event.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, September 15, at 12:00 Noon.  Sign up for this meeting will be on 
the registration table on September 1 or call Laurie Halvorsen at (414-429-2350) to make your reservation 
by September 8. On the Menu: Baked Potato Bar w/Toppings, Jello and Cookies. Our Program will be pre-
sented by Nancy Towle: Understanding Your Medicare, Prescriptions and Scams (No Sales) and devotions 
will be given by Jean Molitor. Masks are optional for this event.  

Alyssa Roberts, Music Ministry Director:  We are excited to begin the fall music season at church:  
 
Asbury Bell Choir begins Thursday, September 2 at 6:30 pm 
Chancel Choir begins Thursday, September 2 at 7:30 pm 
Celebration Ringers begins Tuesday, September 7 at 7:30 pm 
Learn to Ring Bell Choir begins Tuesday, September 28 at 6:30 pm 
 
Children's singing and ringing choirs will resume alongside Sunday 
School on September 19.  Please contact Alyssa or Raymond with any questions. We look forward to      
seeing you! 

 



People of God, our church is profusely blessed with people, staff, leaders, and resources. God’s grace has 

been sufficient to all of us and our communities. Opportunities coupled with challenges are before us. All of 

us are called to embrace them and to become part of them by serving God and people. We thank you for 

your patience, encouragement, support, and understanding. God is here; God’s people are here. To God be 

the glory! 

 

         Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council     Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 

 

 

Email: fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fumcwa.org /  Website: www.fumcwa.org /  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWNJ9ovBn2eu4kBC0ZpVQNw (remember to subscribe) 
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