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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

A happy and blessed New Year 2022 to all God’s people! 

The Lord, in His own plan and purpose, has blessed us with another 

year, the year of 2022. After having been through a year of blessings, 

challenges, and possibilities, I am and we are looking forward to     

another year of exploring and discovering the plan and the purpose of 

God for our lives, families, and communities. Let me boldly and            

confidently assure all of you that God does have a high and noble  

purpose for each one of us, individually and collectively. That's good 

news. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 

life.” (John 3:16). I invite all of us to put our hands in the hand of God 

and continue our walking with Him in the new year ahead of us. Let us 

affirm once again, as we begin another year, that God’s highest      

interest is in PEOPLE of all ages, nations, and races. FUMCWA is 

profusely blessed and privileged with so many missions and ministries 

that are the source of both spiritual and missional sustenance. In the 

year 2022, we will be celebrating and lifting up two missions of 

FUMCWA. They are seventy years of Methodist Men’s ministry and 

fifty-six years of Scholarship and Endowment ministry. These are two 

of the many pillars of FUMCWA, serving people of all ages within the 

four walls and beyond for many years. The banners will be displayed 

on the walls in the chancel area for the celebration of FUMCWA            

historical milestones. Special moments of affirmation and celebration 

will be planned in consultation with their leadership throughout the 

year 2022. In the months of January and February, I prayerfully plan to 

focus on a theme called “Waves of Life and Life of Faith” for our     

worship time. An ocean may appear to be turbulent with high waves 

but hundreds of feet below, all is calm. How can we be like that while 

strengthening our faith? In addition, our church leadership is excited to 

lead the congregation with health, growth, and vitality momentum and 

movement in 2022. Let us pray, plan, participate, and promote all that 

is before us in the year 2022 and beyond. 

PRAYER: Gracious God, help us to invest our time, talents, and         

treasure in people that we, as a church, will intentionally leave a great 

faith legacy for the people of future. Amen! 

i

 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE      
  By Bonnie Chesky 

I looked up stewardship in my small dictionary which 

explained that a steward is one employed to manage a 

house or estate or who looks after passengers on a 

ship or aircraft. I checked the "big" dictionary which 

gave a similar definition. So it seems to me that as 

members of the congregation at First United Methodist 

Church, we each have accepted the responsibility to 

act as stewards, people who are caregivers for our  

fellow members, but also we may have a responsibility 

for God's larger "estate" - our neighborhood and      

beyond. In my reading of Scripture this week, Luke 3:18 

stood out to me as John the Baptist "exhorted" the  

people to turn to God and repent for the forgiveness of 

sins. I want to exhort you, to strongly encourage you,  

to consider what knowing God in Jesus Christ means in 

your life and to be a steward, to 

give a portion of your time, tal-

ents, and treasure to care for 

God's Kingdom.  As we have 

just celebrated Christmas, let's 

consider what we can bring to 

the child in the manger. Do you 

love God enough to volunteer for an ushering position 

or greeting at a church service once a month? Consider 

your talents and pray about how you might use them for 

the benefit of the congregation or in our outreach minis-

tries. What talent can you lay before the child? Perhaps 

you can bake - make a casserole for the Second Satur-

day Servants ministry as we feed the hungry a delicious 

breakfast. Or could you make a coffeecake to be of-

fered on Sunday morning between services as folks 

gather to visit before Sunday School. Lance can use 

ideas and help as he plans events for our church family 

- and he's fun to work with. The prayer team needs 

prayers, choirs need singers and ringers, and the list 

goes on. Where do you fit in? God wants each of us to 

have a personal relationship with Jesus. Paul tells us in 

1 Corinthians 12 that the church has been given a vari-

ety of spiritual gifts for the common good. We must   

open ourselves to His guidance, discern our gifts/

talents and act as stewards to increase His Kingdom 

through giving of our time, talents, and treasure. 



 

FUMCWA REPORTS OF THE PAST WEEKS and FOR JANUARY 2022 

 

OFFERING UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November Coins of Love: Divine Intervention  $482.24 

December Coins of Love: Hope House for Women $176.85 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

SERMON FOCUS: “Waves of Life and Life of Faith”  January & February 2022 

 

In January and February, Pastor Sam will focus on how to remain tranquil when the waves of life around us 
are turbulent. We continue to live in challenging times but the good news is that we are promised with an    
unchanging gospel. We are called to be staying spiritually strong. Please pray for this sermon series and for 
Pastor Sam.  
 

January 2 - Second Sunday after Christmas/Holy Communion - "Developing Inner Peace & Strength" Isaiah 

26:1-6  

January 9 - Baptism of the Lord Sunday/Epiphany -"Belonging to an Unshakable Kingdom" Hebrews 12:14-29  

January 16 - Second Sunday after Epiphany -"Learning from a Point of Failure" Luke 22:54-62  

January 23 - Third Sunday after Epiphany - "Cultivating the Listening to God" I Samuel 3:1-10  

January 30 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - "Believing in the Goodness of God" Matthew 11:25-30  

February 6 - Fifth Sunday after Epiphany/Holy Communion -"Defeating Enemies" Luke 15:25-32  

February 13 - Sixth Sunday after Epiphany - "Being A Thankful People" Matthew 15:29-39  

February 20 - Seventh Sunday after Epiphany - "Change: Something Beautiful and Good" Revelation 22:1-6  

February 27- Transfiguration Sunday - "Keeping Your Balance" Matthew 25:41-46  

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

November 21 $5085.00 $1050.00 $6135.00 

November 28 $1689.00 $4282.00 $5971.00 

December 5 $3878.50 $1274.00 $5152.50 

December 12 $3586.00 NA $3586.00 

    

 



FUMCWA COMMUNITY SHARING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Retreat and January Church Council Meeting: 

On Saturday, January 15, 2022, the Church Council will be hosting a one-day retreat at church from        

9:00 am - 3:00 pm to continue the development of the Ministry Plan the Church Council started in October 

2021. This retreat is open to all members of the congregation, staff, and visitors and will serve as the       

January meeting of the Church Council.  We will be providing lunch.   

During this retreat we will be exploring ideas and developing plans for 

the Health, Growth, and Vitality of our church.  This will be accom-

plished by examining our current programs for Ministry, Outreach, 

and Nurturing. We will be identifying the future needs of the church.  

Using this information, the Church Council will then develop a multi-

year ministry plan for the future of First United Methodist Church, 

West Allis. So that we can accurately plan for materials and lunch, we 

are asking people to preregister for the retreat by contacting the 

church office (414-774-5500 or fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org) by 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022.  
 

January Mission Committee Update:                                                                         
It was a busy year of mission projects in 2021. The new year promises to be the 

same. Second Saturday Servants will need 25 hot casseroles for Saturday,            
January 8. Please bring the casseroles to the church kitchen by 7:45 am for           
prepackaging.  We need six helpers. Larry Under the Bridge needs lunches 
made too. Let Tom Bolton (414-704-5478) know if you can help. The Mitten Tree 
is ready for warm decorations for our neighbors. Enjoy the new year of serving 
others. Coins of Love for January will support the Filipino Free Medical Clinic. 
Our church member, Lillian Guansing, volunteers her nursing skills there. Please 
continue generously supporting the monthly missions in 2022. 

 

 

2021 Angel Tree Report:                                                                                                                                                                    

A simple gift can change a life and churches like ours are playing an important role. Together we were          

successful in sharing the love of Christ with 38 children by letting them know that he or she has not been          

forgotten while Mom or Dad is in prison. The work and love that our church            

members pour into this ministry means the world to prisoners, the children, and 

their families. We can all be proud that we purchased and wrapped 76 gifts and 

delivered them to the children’s homes in time for Christmas. Thanks to everyone 

who  addressed envelopes, purchased and wrapped gifts, and finally helped       

deliver them to the homes. Many thanks to Pat Nelson for all of her help. I have 

been blessed by leading this important mission for many years. I am now looking 

for someone who will take on this role next year and in the years to come. Please 

consider volunteering to be the Angel Tree Coordinator by informing the church 

office. Thank you very much.                                                                                 

Sincerely, Judy Affeldt, Angel Tree Project Coordinator 

mailto:fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org


ACE Invitation from Tom Bolton:                                                                            
First Church offers a lot of Christian Education opportunities—more than any church I 
know actually. Maybe the offerings overwhelm some people (see the Adult Christian 
Education Insert). I want to encourage more people to try a class or two. You will grow 
and your spiritual health will be enhanced with each class in which you participate. 
John Wesley recognized Christian Education as an important discipline, and I have 
learned over the years how true he spoke. We have several Sunday morning classes 
in a variety of formats much of the year. We have a monthly Bible study most of the 
year on Mondays, and Pastor Sam teaches classes on Wednesday during the day, 
repeated on Zoom Thursday nights.  Periodically we also have special and seasonal 
classes. You don’t have to be a Bible scholar to participate. You will be treated              

respectfully in the classes and your contributions will probably help someone else too. Most often the               
readings are easy enough and definitely enriching. Some of us even use videos in our classes. Usually I 
teach a Disciple Bible study class. For me Disciple Bible study was life changing. It led me to discipleship. I 
would love to see everyone participate in at least one Disciple Bible study. We hope to see some new people 
in our classes this year. Join us. You’ll be glad you did!  

This year, in 

addition to providing funds for the maintenance and tuning of the organ and the 

maintenance of the elevator, we awarded five $1,000.00 Scholarships to           

graduating seniors in the WA/WM School district and six $2,000.00            

Scholarships to members of FUMCWA for post-secondary education. Members 

of FUMCWA are eligible to receive up to five $2,000.00 scholarships for post-

secondary education. We also provided $20,000.00 from the estate of Agnes 

Hemenway and the Affeldt Family Fund for the new projection screen in the 

sanctuary and additional technology improvements in the church office and sanctuary. As we celebrate 

56 years of the Scholarship and Endowment Fund, Inc. this year, we will be providing additional              

information on the fund and how it operates to insure the future growth of First United Methodist Church, 

West Allis.  

Book Discussion Group:                                                                                                                                            

On Monday, January 17, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Richard L. Morgan’s book: Light of Setting 

Suns: Reflecting on Realities and Mysteries at Ninety Years of Life. This book contains stories of  

people age 90 and beyond who have remained vital and spiritually alive, including the author's own         

experiences. Morgan shows how to discover wellness, even in years of decline, and how these years may 

be unexpectedly rich and meaningful. This book shows readers that, even at an advanced age, they still 

have the opportunity to shine with the Spirit. The group meets in The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All 

are welcome. 



The Food Pantry:                                                                                                     
Thank you to all who have been bringing items to the Food Pantry. We appreciate  
anything you can bring, including personal care items. Needed at this time is canned 
fruit. We can also use paper towels, laundry detergent, hand soap, etc. The days in 
January for the Food Pantry are January 12 and January 26.  Beginning February 9, 
the hours will be changing for the Food Pantry. They will be changing permanently to 
2:30-4:30 pm. We are very blessed to be able to help our neighbors in the community. 

They are very appreciative. We also try to supply socks, hats, mittens, and scarves. We thank our         
congregation for all your support! God bless you! 

 

 

 

 

From the Church Staff:  

Church Office Hours for January:                                                                                                                        

Monday to Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. (The church office is not open on Friday).  When you arrive at 

church, please check in with the office and when you leave the building, please let the office know. Pastor 

Sam is always available by calling his cell phone 608-212-7375 or emailing fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org. 

United Methodist Women:                                                                                               
There will be NO Unity Circle in January. However, the Executive Board will meet on 
Monday, January 10, at 1:00 pm in the Fireside Room. We have some programs that 
are in the planning stages and we hope to get that information to you soon. Unity         
Circle will resume on Monday, February 14, Valentine’s Day! We hope that you will 
join us at 1:00 pm in the Fireside Room on February 14. Please save all your         
unwanted holiday decorations that are in good condition for our rummage sale. We 
will be holding a Christmas in July Rummage Sale on Saturday, July 16, (unless   
conditions prevent us from doing so). We will be selling all holiday decor, home decor, 
purses, jewelry, and toys.  Similar to what we sold the last time. Everything must be clean and in good   
condition. We will keep you posted. 

 
After 20 years of dedicated service to our church and our       

congregation, Oksana Carlson is retiring as the First Church   

Executive Treasurer and after 27 years of dedicated ministering 

to our congregation, Nurse Pat Shapiro is retiring as the First 

Church Faith Community (Parish) Nurse. In lieu of a celebration, 

the Staff Parish Relations Committee invites you to write a note 

of congratulations and well wishes to Oksana and Pat and drop it 

off in the church office or mail it to the church office.   

Please consider donating to UMCOR Disaster Relief for tornadoes that struck in            
Kentucky, Tennessee, and neighboring states on December 10, 2021-Advance-project 

901670. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to people within the   
United States. When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first response to 
their communities. This basic understanding—that disaster response is local—forms the 
foundation for UMCOR’s US disaster training and response. When responding to a       
disaster in the United States, UMCOR provides training, financial assistance, expertise, 
community collaboration to churches and partners making them more resilient to            
disasters.  

mailto:fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org


Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:   
What a fantastic Senior League 45th plus One Anniversary Party we had on December 1, 2021. I hope you 
enjoyed it!!  We had 90 people attend the event. I thank all my officers who helped plan our party and those 
who helped decorate our tables.  Special thanks to Cheryl Spaude and Serena for the lovely meal served!  
 
Our next meetings:  
 
January 5: 12 Noon:  Bring a Bag Lunch  
  Program: History of West Allis; Presentation by the President of the Historical Society 
     Devotions: Installation of our 2022 Officers 
 
January 19: 12 Noon: Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Carrots, Sherbet Cups  
 Program: Game Day “Board and Card Games”  
      Devotions: Val Holzman  
                            Reservations by January 5 please! 
 
We will continue the reservation list in 2022, please call in your reservation to either the church office             
(414-774-5500) or Laurie Halvorsen (414-429-2350).  
Lunch costs will be $10.00 payable either by cash or check.  Your new program 2022 schedule is ready to be 
picked up at the January 5 meeting.  
 
Please join in the fun, food, and fellowship in our 47th year together with Senior League!!    
 
 

Laurie Halvorsen, Visitation Ministry:                                                                                                            
Blessed be our Visitation members, our Visitation Christmas tote bags filled this year with cookies, a hand-
made Christmas angel ornament, a prayer shawl, and a standing nativity scene.  We had 10 members on our 
list this year that were delivered by our team. Special thanks to Jean Molitor for making the homemade  
cookies, to Bridget Winston for making the handmade angel ornaments, and to Ruth Ann Werner for making 
the lovely prayer shawls. 

 
Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator:  . 
Brunch in Bethlehem review: 45 of us enjoyed a wonderful brunch and      
program on December 5.  It was so nice to revive this First Church tradition 
after missing a year due to COVID.  Though the event was a bit different than 
in the past, it was still a successful way to start the holiday season. My thanks 
to my volunteer helpers: Pat, Deb, Brenda, Val, Cheryl & Dave.  You are all 

blessings to me and our church!  Hope to see (many) more of you at next year's Brunch in Bethlehem!! 
 
Methodist Movie Matinee / Discussion - January 16 following 2nd Service 
We will view "The Young Messiah" on the sanctuary screen with (as always) popcorn and                    
beverages.  There is NO CHARGE for this event and all are welcome. 
This film imagines a year in the boyhood of Jesus. When the mystery of His divinity begins to unfold as a 
boy, He turns to His parents for answers, but they are afraid to reveal what they know.  He and His family 
take an extraordinary journey from Egypt to Nazareth and on to Jerusalem - where His true identity and 
profound destiny are revealed. After the movie, please join us for a brief discussion along with pizza and 
beverages. A free-will offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the pizzas. WHY NOT BRING A 
FRIEND?! 
 



 

 

                      Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council    Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

Email: fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org / Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/fumcwa.org /  Website: www.fumcwa.org /  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWNJ9ovBn2eu4kBC0ZpVQNw (remember to subscribe) 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we begin a brand new year 2022, let us pray to the God of guidance and 

counsel that He will continue to be our good, great, and gracious Shepherd, always leading us to green 

pastures and still waters. Our God is ready to bless us beyond our expectations in this new year but the 

question is: Are we ready to receive them with a grateful heart and open hands? It’s our prayer that we 

build our relationship with God and all people in the year 2022 and beyond. God cares about you and so 

do we, amen. 

http://www.fumcwa.org/online-giving/ 
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