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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

Easter and Spring Greetings! 

Many years ago, I heard of a Sunday School teacher who asked her 

seven to ten-year-old students to bring to church on Easter Sunday 

something that would speak of new life. One brought a fresh flower, 

another a stone with moss on it, another an egg, and an eight-year-old 

boy with slight physical challenges brought an empty tin. The teacher 

asked him whether the boy forgot to put something in the tin. ‘No’ the 

boy replied. He further said: “I did not forget anything. The tin was 

meant to be empty just like the empty tomb of Jesus.” The boy was 

trying to communicate that because of the empty tomb of Jesus, you 

and I have a new life.   

Matthew 28:6 reads: “He is not here. He is risen, just as He said.” We 

are blessed with a new life because of Easter, because He is no long-

er in the tomb, and because He lives. Therefore, there is not one 

church in the world where the powerful words ‘He is risen’ would not 

ring out on Easter - sung, preached, and prayed. That’s why we are 

thrilled to be called and claimed as ‘Christians’. Can we all say loud 

and clear - amen and hallelujah? The good news of the Easter story is 

that the new life that came out of the tomb two thousand plus years 

ago is now residing in you and me. That’s exactly why we all said in 

one voice - amen and hallelujah.  

The message of Easter is meant not to stay within and with us but to 

be shared with others, especially those who are hungering and thirst-

ing for a new life through transformation of life. The United Methodist 

Church’s global mission statement is: “Churches are called to make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” It very 

well sounds like a two-fold function of every easter-believing Christian 

- become a disciple and make more disciples. The tomb had to be 

empty so that our lives can be filled with a new life that inspires all of 

us to be the channels of blessings to others. We are blessed and we 

are a blessing. That’s the best description of a Christian. 

PRAYER: Help us, O God, to echo the words of the angel and share 

with others: ‘He is not here; He has risen.’ Let us join the worldwide 

church in proclaiming the gospel with joy and passion. In the Risen 

Christ’s name, amen! 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  Stewardship: Connecting Vision and Generosity          

by Rev. Jason Mahnke                                                              

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. For every-

one who asks receives, and everyone who searches 
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened.” Matthew 7:7-8     

                                                                                       
After serving my first local church part-time as a college 

student for two years, I had just finished leading my last 
worship service and was greeting folks at the door. One 
gentleman shook my hand and said, “Jason, thank you 
for being our pastor. I think one of the things I liked 

about you the most is that you never talked about         
money.”  

I’ve thought about his statement 
many times over the years. I’ve 

also heard the same sentiment 
repeated by both laity and   
clergy in many ways. We tend 
to see financial stewardship and 
money as a “necessary evil.”        

                                                                                                     
It’s something we must deal with to get to real ministry. 
In his short book, A Spirituality of Fundraising, Henri 
Nouwen challenges this view of money and steward-

ship (which he calls fundraising). He writes: Fundraising 
is, first and foremost, a form of ministry. It is a way of 
announcing our vision and inviting other people into our 
mission. Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in 
such a way that we offer other people an opportunity to 

participate with us in our vision and mission. We are 
declaring, ‘We have a vision that is amazing and excit-
ing. We are inviting you to invest yourself through the 
resources that God has given you – your energy, your 

prayers, and your money – in this work to which God 
has called us. 

I wonder what vision God has entrusted to you and 
your congregation that you can invite others to be a 

part of through their prayers, their presence, their ser-
vice, their witness, and their gifts.                                 



 

FUMCWA REPORTS OF THE PAST WEEKS and FOR APRIL 2022 

 

OFFERING UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Coins of Love: Northcott Neighborhood House $258.10 

March Coins of Love: Harbor House Crisis Shelter $290.00 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

SERMON FOCUS - LENT (APRIL) THEME: THE LORD’S PRAYER 

4/3 Fifth Sunday in Lent - “Our Daily Bread” Matthew 7: 7-11 

4/10 Palm Sunday in Lent - “Forgiveness: Right Pattern & Practice” Matthew 18:23-35 

4/14 Holy Thursday in Lent - “The Kingdom Table” John 13:1-17 

4/15 Good Friday in Lent [Online Facebook Noon] 

4/17 Easter Sunday - “Lead us and Deliver us” Matthew 28:1-10 

4/24 First Sunday after Easter - “Kingdom, Power, Glory” First Chronicles 19:10-13 

 

Passion Week (April 10-April 17) 

Palm Sunday: April 10 (8:00 am and 11:00 am Worship) & Palm Sunday Brunch (12:15 pm)  

Maundy Thursday: April 14 In -person 10:30 am and In-person/YouTube Worship 7:00 pm  
 
Good Friday: April 15, Online Devotion -Facebook 12:00 pm 
 
Easter Sunday: April 17 (8:00 am and 11:00 am Worship)  
 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

February 27 $3324.50 $1236.00 $4560.50 

March 6 $5439.50 $4296.00 $9735.50 

March 13 $3028.00 $1333.00 $4361.00 

March 20  $930.00 $1368.00 $2298.00 

    

 



FUMCWA COMMUNITY SHARING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Wesleyan Congregational Care Team: During this time of early spring, when we are reminded of newness, 

it is our pleasure to announce the debut of a new ministry for our congregation. The Wesleyan                             

Congregational Care Team was developed with the vision of ensuring that those individuals facing            

challenges or going through difficult life circumstances (e.g., caregiving, death in the family, illness, other 

losses or limits) would not find themselves feeling alone. The group has felt a calling to provide care to          

others in this fashion and has been trained to provide emotional and spiritual support to those for whom such 

company might be helpful and comforting. The team will be          

commissioned for this sacred work during the Easter services and 

you will be able to learn more about the ministry as well. 

If having such contact would be helpful to you, please call the 
church office and someone from the team will be in touch with you. 
Please know that all contacts are kept confidential. Members of the 
team may also reach out to individuals that we have learned might 
benefit from the ministry.    

Additional questions or ideas for this ministry can be directed to 
Pastor Sam or Julie Bryson.   

       

April Mission Committee Update:  The Second Saturday Servants breakfast 
site began over ten years ago. They now have two south side Milwaukee            
locations, 12th and Pierce and 10th and Dakota. We will be boxing hot            
casseroles at 7:45 am on Saturday, April 9. Please help with this growing             
ministry. We will need 25-30 hot casseroles. Please call Val Holzman              
(414-378-1082) if you can help.  
 
Coins of Love for April is supporting United Methodist Children's Services of  
Wisconsin which serves women and children on the north side of Milwaukee.           
Traumatic situations are turned into safe and supportive experiences. Your            
generous donations of blankets, sheets, and socks for all ages are greatly appreciated. Many people benefit 
from your sharing.  
 

 

The Staff Pastor Parish Committee (SPRC) is looking for someone 
to perform light custodial duties when our Church Custodian is on 

vacation or needs to be away for the weekend.  This individual’s        
primary responsibility would be to make sure the church is ready for 
Sunday morning worship and activities and other special services 
that may need custodial attention, such as a funeral. Typically, this 
would require one day of work before Sunday and being present on 

Sunday morning to open the church before worship, being present during worship, and then locking the 
church up after worship. This is a paid position and would require approximately 14-20 days throughout the 
year. If you are interested, please contact the Church Office, John Harrits, or any other member of the 
SPRC. 



ACE Invitation and Update on Classes:  Learning shouldn’t stop when we reach 
adulthood or finish college. We should always be learning and growing – in wisdom, in 
our relationships, and our walk with God. Every life experience contributes to the    
person you are today – and today’s thoughts and actions will help shape your         
tomorrow! Please consider joining an Adult Education Class as we read, discuss, and 
listen for God's Word. The classes are open to all who want to know more about the 
Word of God!  Come on Sunday mornings or during the week for a conversational and 
discussion-oriented study where all thoughts and insights are welcome, and where we 
seek to find ways to apply what we've learned to our own lives. Any day is a good day 
to enter into the fellowship of believers!  Won't you join us this week? 
 

The Lord’s Prayer Lenten Study is providing a very thorough and thought-provoking look at the Lord's Pray-

er. Adam Hamilton discusses ways we can deepen our conversion and our communication and relationship 

with God. This well-written book is being studied by 45 church members (including children and adults) and 

all are really understanding and appreciating the meaning and power of its words. 

ACE Survey Results: We had nine surveys returned from the three classes offered last fall. All were very 
enthusiastic about the books studied, the quality of teaching, videos (where presented), and time of day       
presented. The class discussion was highlighted by several people as enjoyable and offered different             
perspectives. All felt their faith was strengthened and some said their faith was challenged.  All would           
recommend the teacher and class to others! 

New FUMCWA Thrive Team: Marquette University received a $1 million grant through the Lilly Foundation, 

Inc.’s Thriving Congregations Initiative to help establish “The Examen(ed) Church” which will assist churches 

in drawing on Ignatian spiritual practices to identify ministry opportunities and deepen congregational vitality. 

Through “The Examen(ed) Church”, congregations will learn and practice elements of Ignatian spirituality, 

particularly the Ignatian Examen, which will provide a framework for reflection on experience and discern-

ment which leads to action and response. Congregations and pastors faced unforeseen challenges during 

the coronavirus pandemic and this will help to support them with a creative and supportive program that 

helps refocus and reimagine congregational life. With the grace of God, our faith communities will thrive in a 

new way. FUMCWA is one of the 20 Thrive Team congregations participating. The FUMCWA Thrive Team 

members include Karen Bolton, Tom Bolton, Bonnie Chesky, Karen Jesse, Laura Molleson, Deb Semrad, 

Donna Simon, Barbara Sorenson, and Pastor Sam. The goal is to help congregations assess their ministries 

and draw on practices in their theological traditions to address new challenges and better nurture the            

spiritual vitality of the people they serve. 

Book Discussion Group:  On Monday, April 25, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Trevor Hudson’s book, 

Beyond Loneliness: The Gift of God’s Friendship. Hudson provides guidance for building a friendship with 

God. Ten chapters help readers discover how to get to know God and deepen their friendship with God. Each 

chapter includes friendship exercises and reflection questions. The group meets in The Bernice Nailen             

Memorial Library. All are welcome. 

Altar Flowers: Would you like to provide altar flowers in 
celebration or honor of a loved one?  Celebrate a birthday 
or an anniversary?  We would love to honor your loved one 
in our weekly service.  Please look for the FLOWERS FOR 
THE ALTAR form near the altar flower sign-up calendar on 
the bulletin board outside of the church office. Complete the 
form and sign up on the flower calendar. Please note that 
all flower arrangements are to be brought to church by  
Sunday at 7:30 am.  

  



The Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry welcomes any nonperishable food items. Our 
guests receive two bags of food but can also pick two food items and two personal 
care items that are displayed on the table. Items especially selected by our guests are 
chunky soups, oatmeal, saltines or other crackers, canned fruit, stews or chili, and 
cereals.  We appreciate any personal care items also (for men and women).  Our 
guests are very appreciative and thankful for any items they receive.  We are open on 
the second and fourth Wednesdays from 2:30-4:30 pm each month. The entrance is 
at the elevator door. 
                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 A Thank You Note to My Church Family from Tom  Bolton: 

Thank you to everyone who has sent get-well and encouragement cards to me.  And, thank you everyone 
for your prayers.  I hear and feel your prayers.  They comfort me in some very tough times. 
 
I have temporarily cut back on the number of classes I teach and I took off from the tech team now. I hate 
to do that but my mobility is severely limited and unsafe right now due to complications from my kidney  
failure.  My blood pressure drops so low when I stand up that I pass out.  So I need to sit almost all the 
time. The medication that I need has not been approved for me yet. 
 
I am still pursuing a kidney transplant and I am hopeful. Thank you for your continuing prayers. I miss see-
ing my church family.  I very much miss hands-on service at Second Saturday Servants.  I continue to help 
as much as I can with calls and emails.  I thank all the folks serving in my place—Dave and Judy Affeldt 
and Val Holzman—but oh how I miss being in the field with you all!   
 
Again, thank you.  Bless you wonderful Saints!      

United Methodist Women (United Women in Faith):  United Methodist Women will be transitioning to the 
name of United Women in Faith. You will be seeing both names in mailings 
for a while. Unity Circle will be meeting on Monday, April 11, at 1:00 pm in 
the Fireside Room. We will continue our meetings on the second Monday of 
the month going forward.  We would be happy to welcome new members to 
our    organization as we support one another, our church, our community, 
and the world in the work we do in God's name.  Our meetings include de-
votions, a short program, discussions of future projects, sharing time of con-
cerns of those in the group, and social time with refreshments (depending 
on Covid restrictions). 
 
On Wednesday, April 27, at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall,  the West Allis   
Historical Society will present an interesting program given by Devan Gracyalny, West Allis Historical Society 
President.  We welcome anyone who is interested to attend this program.  We will have refreshments       
following the program. 

 
Also, please save items for our "Christmas in July" rummage sale on July 16 in 
Fellowship Hall.  We welcome all holiday decorations (no large Christmas 
trees), jewelry, scarves, belts, ties, home decor, and toys.  All items must be in 
good condition and clean. We will be looking for volunteers to help the week 
before and the day of the sale. Please consider helping and donating for our         
rummage sale. 

Liturgists Needed! It has always been the practice of the Methodist Church that laypersons share in the 

leading of worship. Being a liturgist is a great way to help with worship. A liturgist helps with the word of  

worship, meaning they help to lead the call to worship, opening prayer, share the Scripture reading, and 

lead the offertory prayer. If you have an interest, please let Pastor Sam know. If you can read, then you can 

lead! There will be a liturgist training session on Saturday, April 30 from 9:00-11:30 am.  



WELCOME: On Sunday, March 27, 2022, FUMCWA had the privilege 

of receiving and welcoming eight new members. They are: Steve and 

Lisa Nelson, Ruth Ann Werner, Michael and Elizabeth Coover, Mary 

Ann Sorenson,  Pamela Freybler, and Joanne Anderson. We are very 

glad you are here and we look forward to getting to know you.   

 From the Church Staff: 

Church Office Hours for April:                                                                                                                        

Monday to Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. (The church office is not open on Friday).  When you arrive at 

church, please check in with the office and when you leave the building, please let the office know. Pastor 

Sam is always available by calling his cell phone 608-212-7375 or emailing fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org. 

    WiFi: fumcguest                  

    Password: firstunited 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  Senior League is an ecumenical organization with our 
focus on friendship and fellowship to all members. This is accomplished through entertainment, fun,        
inspiration, cooperation, and service. Our first meeting was held in 1975 and now we are in our 47th year 
together! Please join us on the first and third Wednesdays of each month and 
bring a friend! 
 
Our Senior League Meetings in April: 
 
April 6             12 Noon- Ziti Pasta, Bread Sticks, Salad, and Cookies 
  Program:  Pam & the Accidentals, “A Vocal Ensemble Group” 
  Devotions: Charlene Buncich 
Reservations were due by March 30 
 
April 20 12 Noon- Brunch for Lunch, Hash Browns, and Strawberry Shortcake  
  Program: Magician Tom Burgermeister  
  Devotions: Barb Vesaas 
Reservations are due by April 13 
 
Please call in your Reservation to either the church office (414-774-5500) or Laurie Halvorsen                 
(414-429-2350). 
 

Senior League Coach Trip for Family & Friends 
Please join us for a one-day tour on Wednesday, August 17, as we make our first stop to a Honey           
Museum in Ashippun, then on to Widmer’s Cheese to view cheesemaking vats and taste the cheese in  
Theresa. Our lunch is included at Wood’s Family Restaurant prior to boarding the Chief Waupaca        
Sternwheeler. We will have a 90-minute cruise through a chain of eight different lakes. After this fantastic 
day, we will be stopping for ice cream on your own at Kelly’s Creamery in Eden, known for the best ice 
cream in the state of Wisconsin. This trip is open for EVERYONE, you do not have to be a Senior League 
member to join this trip, friends, and children are invited too!  Leave at 8:00 am and return at approximately 
6:00 pm. The price per person is $85.00. Contact Laurie Halvorsen or the church office for a full brochure to 
make a reservation. 

mailto:fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org


 
Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator 

 
Souper Bowl of Caring 2022 update: A big "Thank you" to the generous 
people of our church for helping to make this year's drive a success!  We 
have been a part of this incredible national program since 2016.  From its 
start in 1990 by a church Youth Group in Columbia, South Carolina, that 
raised $5700 the first year, Souper Bowl of Caring has gone on to raise more 

than $170 million since then, with proceeds going to local help organizations. This year you donated $463 
plus 60 cans of soup and other food items which will go to our own church's Food Pantry.  I'm so proud to be 
a part of such a giving church family! Again, thank you. 
 
Palm Sunday Brunch - Sunday, April 10, following 2nd Service: I'm    
excited to see the return of this great First Church tradition!  Brunch will be 
served in Fellowship Hall with an Easter video and fellowship.  The event will 
include "Easter Bingo", picture coloring, and crafts for the kids, Wooden egg 
decorating for youngsters, and other crafts for youth grades 4-12.  A free-will 
offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the brunch.  Mark your             
calendars.  Please join us for this FUN event!!   

 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as a Community of Easter People, let us celebrate the resurrection of 

Christ with the renewal of our commitment to God of life, FUMCWA, and the Communities around us. The 

blessings of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit have journeyed with us in the season of Lent 

and will continue to journey with us through the season of spring and beyond. Happy Easter! 

 

              Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council   Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 


