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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, Christian greetings! 

         The mother said to her daughter: “Honey, that’s no way to say 

your prayers.” The daughter replied: “But, mom, I thought God was 

tired of hearing the same old stuff every night, so I told him the story of 

The Three Bears instead.” We say the Lord’s Prayer almost every day 

or every time we worship. It’s not about the repetition of mundane rou-

tines. It’s about saying a prayer or saying the Lord’s Prayer with mean-

ing, power, and beauty. In this year of Lent, we learned a lot about the 

in-depth meaning, the extraordinary power, and the inward beauty of 

the Lord’s Prayer through study and preaching times. Aren’t we 

blessed with such opportunities? Thanks be to God!   

           Such learning avenues are meant to enhance and strengthen 

our Christian faith. The disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

In response, Jesus taught that His disciples, then, now, can build their 

Christian lives in and around the Christian faith which nurtures us,  

sustains us, and protects us. Above all, we celebrate, sing, shout, and 

proclaim: “Christ is risen, hallelujah.” In our Thursday study on the 

Book/Epistle of Romans, we learn that Abraham believed or had faith 

in God, and “his faith was credited as righteousness.” Today, Abraham 

is the father of the faithful. The Reformation leader, Martin Luther said: 

“Faith alone” which meant that ‘faith’ became the watchword of the 

Reformation Movement. Later, John Wesley expanded ‘faith alone’ 

into “trust in Christ, in Christ alone for salvation.”  

By the power of the story of Easter, we are saved by faith 

through the life, mission, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As 

disciples of Christ, we are part of the Easter story. We are the Easter 

people who are committed to the mission of the church. The mission to 

all people was born when Jesus was raised from the dead. On the first 

Sunday in June, we will celebrate the Day of Pentecost when the   

mission had begun to travel/spread throughout the world. Every tribe, 

every language, every nation, people began to sing, “Christ is risen, 

hallelujah.” Faith alone, Christ alone - the good news continues with 

our lives being the channels.  

PRAYER: Risen Christ, bless us, and bless our church to be a channel 

of blessings to all people. May our lives be renewed to continue the 

mission of the risen Christ! We affirm that we are the disciples of    

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, amen. 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  Stewardship: Inviting Others to be a Part                  

by Rev. Jason Mahnke                                                              

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 

find; knock, and the door will be opened.”  Matthew 7:7     

In his book Creating Generous Congregations, David 
Heetland tells a story about an 8-year-old girl who often 

gave more than a tithe from her nickel and dime            
allowance. She once gave her grandmother 38 cents in 
small coins “for missions.” Her grandmother then asked 
her, “Do you want this to go for homeless people,     

hospitals in Africa, or buying fish to stock ponds to feed 
the hungry?” Her granddaugh-
ter replied, “Just a minute,” 
and returned shortly with 29 

cents more, making a total of 
67 cents to be divided three 
ways. She found each mission 
so important that her initial gift 
was instantly almost doubled 

so she could support  all 
three.     

Too often, we worry that when we ask someone to  

support a ministry with their time or money, the request 

will be taken as pushy (at best) or offensive (at worst). 

And there are certainly people who would take it that 

way.  On the other hand, I believe that not inviting   

people to support a ministry I’m excited about excludes 

them from being a part of something that may be   

transformational for them, and the people touched by 

the ministry.  

Finally, many people are just waiting to be asked to be 
a part of something bigger than themselves. They may 
not be the first to raise their hands when a general   

invitation goes out but would love to be personally    
invited to be a part of what God is doing through the 
church.  



 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Coins of Love: Harbor House Crisis Shelter:  $581.25 

April Coins of Love: United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin:  $531.35 

Easter Offering: $5984.00 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

SERMON FOCUS - MAY 

THEME: “We are His Witnesses” 

 

5/1 Second Sunday after Easter - Acts 9:1-6 “We are His Witnesses: Who is your Lord?” 

5/8 Third Sunday after Easter - Mothers’ Day, Acts 9:36-43 “We are His Witnesses: Get Up” 

5/15 Fourth Sunday after Easter -Acts 11:1-14 “We are His Witnesses: What God called Clean” 

5/22 Fifth Sunday after Easter - Acts 16:9-15 “We are His Witnesses: Opened the Heart” 

5/29 Sixth Sunday after Easter -  Acts 16:16-34 “We are His Witnesses: What must I do to be Saved?” 

 

SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS May 29 -10:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE SANCTUARY/YOUTUBE 

 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

March 27 $2402.00 $968.00 $3370.00 

April 3 $4173.00 $3453.00 $7626.00 

April 10 $3742.00 $2077.88 $5819.88 

April 17 $7349.00 $1493.00 $8842.00 

    

 



 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Retreat Update:  On Saturday, April 2, 2022, 28 members 

and friends of FUMCWA gathered for a ministerial planning retreat to start the development of a three-year 

Ministry Plan that will result in the Growth of FUMCWA.  We focused on three areas: Nurture, Outreach, and 

Witness (NOW) which the Book of Discipline has identified as critical for the Health, Growth, and Vitality of 

local churches. 

During the retreat, in small groups, we identified what we do well, what 

we could do better, and what we would like to see FUMCWA be doing 

in three years in the areas of Nurture, Outreach, and Witness.  We also 

developed recommended goals for several Administrative and Mission-

al committees.  For information on the retreat and the results of our 

discussion, please go to the Church website, Church Facebook page, 

or BAND. 

This was the first step in a process that will result in the development of 

a 1-3-year Ministry Plan that will be presented to the Church/Charge 

Conference in Fall 2022.  

The next step is for the individual committees to review what was recommended and/or develop recom-

mended goals if we were unable to develop them at the retreat.  

In late August or early September, we will have a second congregational retreat to review and finalize all of 

the recommended goals for the administrative and missional committees.   

Once this is done, a final Ministry Plan will be submitted to the Church Council for their approval. The Book 

of Discipline, which outlines the policies of the church, requires the Church Council to approve and            

administer the Ministry Plan. 

AWANA Celebration: First Church is really excited and blessed to have 

completed the third year of AWANA. This year we had 21 children            

enrolled. The fun Bible Club for children ages 3K to Grade 8 met on 

Wednesday evenings during the school year from 6:15-8:00 pm. The 

church was filled with energy, learning, and lots of relationship building. Our prayer is that the AWANA Club 

will continue for many years and will be a place of learning and excitement that will have a positive influence 

on all of the children and that they may know, love, and serve God. Many thanks to the following AWANA 

leaders and volunteers: Shanti Samuel, Victoria Fuller, Michelle Fuller, Salud, Val Holzman, Karen Jesse, 

Mackenzie Bennett, Larry Cook, Deb Semrad, Laura Molleson, Barbara Sorenson, and Pastor Sam. Please 

spread the word and invite other families to join us as we begin year four in September. 

 

Generosity of God - “Church Vision Fund”: FUMCWA has established a fund called "Church Vision 

Fund" with a generous contribution of $135,135.12 to be used for Church Missions, Children and 

Youth Ministries, New Ministry Initiatives with the focus on Nurture, Outreach, Witness, and for Church 

Budget shortfall. This financial resource is intended for both short and long-term missions and minis-

tries of the church for a period of  3-5 years. While celebrating and praising God for the "Church Vision 

Fund," let us continue to express the generosity of God through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service, and our witness. To God, be the glory, great things God has done!"  

 



 
Celebrations of United Methodist Men (70 years)                                

and  Scholarship & Endowment (56 years) 

                    “God cares about you and so do we” 

                          All are invited to participate in the following celebrations of what history 

has contributed to strengthening these FUMCWA  Ministries: 

May 22 - Scholarship and Endowment Video 

June 18 - United Methodist Men Spring Yard Cleanup 

July 23 - Scholarship & Endowment 2022 Recipients at Worship Service 

August 20 - Scholarship & Endowment Reunion of Scholarship Recipients     

August 21 - United Methodist Men Special Music 

September 17 - United Methodist Men Appreciation Breakfast 

October 23 - Scholarship & Endowment Function and Promotion                                                                                        

November 12 - United Methodist Men Social Event 

December 4 – Scholarship & Endowment Special Event 

FAITH COMMUNITY - UPCOMING EVENTS  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 18-22, 2022 - FOOD TRUCK PARTY (On A Roll with God!)                  

9:00 am - Noon at FUMCWA 

Ready to cook up some fun? FUMCWA invites children ages 3K-Grade 5 to get on a roll with God as a 

parade of Food Trucks rolls into the neighborhood for the summer's  

biggest party! This VBS invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in 

Matthew 6:11: "Give us this day our daily bread." These words serve as 

a reminder that everything we have comes from God - and that it's by 

turning to God in prayer that all of our daily needs are met. 

 

At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special food truck called "On 

a Roll." Here, Kids (or "Chefs") will learn from the food truck's Top Chef, 

along with DJ Cupcake (a cupcake puppet), about the Daily Specials 

(Daily Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer that teach-

es us to turn to God to meet our needs. 

Save the week! First Church will again be partnering with Apostle Presbyterian. VBS is a FREE week-

long event for children in 3K to Grade 5. Food Truck Party information and registration forms will be 

available in the sanctuary and in the church office in June. Please invite your friends, neighbors, and 

grandchildren to join us for a week filled with many special activities and surprises.  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, JUNE 5: Come celebrate the Confirmands: Adrienne Coover, Bradley                

Coover, Leo Roberts, and Selwyn Samuel, who are completing the Confirmation class and will be       

affirming their faith and taking the next step in their walk with Christ and the church during this special             

Confirmation Service.  

 



THE PARKING LOT HOT DOG MINISTRY - Each Saturday in June: We will 
be giving out FREE hot dog meals from our church parking lot every Saturday in 
June from 3:00 – 5:00 pm (6/4, 6/11, 6/18, and 6/25.)  Crews of 5 or 6 adults or 
youth are needed each Saturday from 2:00 - 5:30 pm.  Please consider helping 
out, meeting some of our church's neighbors, and letting them know about our 
caring congregation. Please contact the church office if you can help. 

SECOND SATURDAY SERVANTS - May 14: Twenty-five hot casseroles were boxed 

and delivered to two locations for the first time in April. Morning Glory Ministries’ new 

site is at 1088 West Dakota Street. We will continue needing 25 hot dishes. Please 

bring the hot casseroles to the kitchen by 7:45 am for prepackaging. Thanks to the 

many dependable cooks each month. Please contact Val Holzman (414-378-1082) if 

you will prepare a hot casserole or if you have questions.  

FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Food Pantry: Thank you for all your donations to our food pantry. All non-perishable 
food items are welcome. Food items that are chosen frequently are chunky soups, 
stews, instant oatmeal, crackers (any kind), fruit juices, and pancake mixes (those 
that you just need to add water). We also have personal care products (bar soap, 
liquid hand soap, deodorant, etc.), and household products (dish detergent, laundry 
detergent, cleaners, scrubbers, etc.).  Many of these products can be found at Dollar 
Tree or Dollar Store. We appreciate your generosity and our guests are very grateful 
that they can select things they need and might not be able to purchase. 

United Methodist Women (UWIF): Unity Circle will meet two more times before our  
summer break. Our May meeting is May 9 and we will meet in the Fireside Room at 1:00 
pm.  We will discuss our June 13  meeting at that time.  We welcome all women to our  
meetings and we would love to have you join us. Our CHRISTMAS IN JULY RUMMAGE 
SALE will be held on July 16 from 9:30 am - 2:00 pm. Items to bring: all holiday           
decorations, no large Christmas trees (just table top size), all home decor, toys, children's 
books, jewelry, scarves, men’s and women's belts, ties, and this year we are adding    
fishing and sporting equipment. All items must be clean and in good condition. Items can 
be brought to church the week before the sale. 

Adult Christian Education Retreat Invitation: The Adult Education Committee is inviting all to explore cre-
ative, innovative ways to refresh the adult education program. If you have thought about teaching/leading a 
class, this is a great opportunity for you to learn more. ACE would appreciate your input and answer any 
questions you may have. Adult Christian Education at FUMCWA aims to support lifelong learning, fellow-
ship, intellectual growth, and spiritual development. Members of all ages who are interested in strengthening 
the FUMCWA Adult Education Ministry are invited to join the ACE Retreat on Saturday, June 25, from 
10:00 am- 4:00 pm. All are welcome to participate in planning and expanding classes that will enhance 
adult learning. The retreat will be held at church. Lunch will be provided. Nursery care will be available. This 
ACE planning retreat is an important key to the future health, growth, and vitality of FUMCWA. Please mark 
your calendars today and please join us and share your ideas to enhance Adult Christian Education as we 
seek to fulfill our purpose of making disciples for Jesus Christ.  



 

 

 

May’s Coins of Love will support Midwest Mission Distribution Center which distributes UMCOR supplies 

in response to disasters within the United States. 

The United Methodist Men will be sponsoring a team to participate in the World Vision Global 6K for             
Water. Please consider walking, sponsoring a walker, or just making a donation!  Join the world’s largest 
6K for water—from wherever you are! The Global 6K is great because you can do it anywhere! Walk or run 
the distance by yourself or with your family and be part of this global movement to change lives. Whether 
you join from the treadmill or your favorite trail, the neighborhood or the track… when you and thousands of 
others around the world walk, jog, or stroller-run your way to 6K on May 21, 2022, you’ll bring life-
changing clean water to those who need it most. Now more than ever, clean water is essential to protect 
vulnerable children and families. Will you join us? 

Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator: 

Methodist Movie Matinee - Sunday, May 15 following 2nd Service: We will view "The Most Reluctant 
Convert: the Untold Story of C. S. Lewis" on the Sanctuary screen.  This acclaimed film (HIGHLY recom-
mended by Bonnie Chesky and Janet Perkins) spans C.S. Lewis' bitter childhood, WWI, and his life-
changing friendships at Oxford. The film depicts the events that shaped Lewis' early life and journey from 
hard-boiled atheism to prolific Christianity and stars Nicholas Ralph as the young Lewis and Max McLean as 
the elder Lewis. As always, the movie, popcorn, and beverages are FREE.  Please 
plan to stay afterward for pizza and a brief discussion of the film and how it may have 
impacted your beliefs.  A free-will offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the 
pizzas.  Please come and BRING A FRIEND! 
 
Save the Date - Annual Church Picnic - Sunday afternoon, July 24 at Greenfield 
Park: Times, activities, directions, and other details will be coming as they are devel-
oped.  Plan on joining us for fun and fellowship. This is a GREAT time to invite friends and/or neighbors to 
come and meet your church family and enjoy an afternoon in the park.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

 

The Staff Pastor Parish Committee (SPRC) is looking for someone to perform light custodial duties when 
our Church Custodian is on vacation or needs to be away for the weekend.  This individual’s primary                    

responsibility would be to make sure the church is ready for Sunday morning worship and activities and other 
special services that may need custodial attention, such as a funeral. Typically, this would require one day of 
work before Sunday and being present on Sunday morning to open the church before worship, being present 
during worship, and then locking the church up after worship. This is a paid position and would require ap-
proximately 14-20 days throughout the year. If you are interested, please contact the Church Office, John 
Harrits, or any other member of the SPRC. 

Gardeners Needed: We need help maintaining the flowerbeds around the church. This includes weeding, 
mulching, trimming, and watering. The appearance of our property is important. We are looking for mem-
bers who will put into practice the gifts and abilities that God has given those with green thumbs. Please let 
the office know if you are interested in being a good steward of the beautiful plants that God has given us.  

Book Discussion Group:  On Monday, May 16, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Amy G. Oden’s book, 

Right Here Right Now: The practice of Christian Mindfulness. Oden shows how the practice of          

Christian mindfulness begins with the teachings of Jesus and continues throughout Christian history. It also 

includes step-by-step instructions for the practice of Christian mindfulness today. The group meets in The 

Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All are welcome. 



  

 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  We have been having some great attendance       
numbers, our last meeting was 52, and some new members have also joined this Spring. Please join us on 
each month’s first and third Wednesdays and bring a friend!   
 
Our Senior League Meetings in May: 
 
May 4 12 Noon- Baked Potato Bar with Toppings and Chocolate Cherry Crisp  
      Program: Wildlife Conservation; Auriana Gilliland-Lloyd  
      Devotions: Don Gilpin  
 
May 18 12 Noon- 3 Cheese Chicken, Cheesy Potatoes, Salad, and Variety of Cheesecakes                              
      Program: Indian Culture and Dress presented by Shanti Samuel  
      Devotions: Lillian Guansing 
 
Senior League Coach Trip for Family & Friends: We have planned a fun one-day tour on Wednesday, 
August 17. Our first stop is a Honey Museum in Ashippun, then on to Widmer’s Cheese to view cheese-
making vats and taste the cheese in Theresa. Lunch is included. We then board the Chief Waupaca stern-
wheeler for a 90-minute cruise through the chain of eight different lakes. After this fantastic day, we will be 
stopping for ice cream (on your own) at Kelly’s Creamery in Eden, known for the best ice cream in the state 
of Wisconsin. This trip is open for EVERYONE!, You do not have to be a Senior League member to join this 
trip, friends, and children are invited too! We leave at 8:00 am and return at approximately 6:00 pm. The 
price per person is $ 85.00. Contact Laurie Halvorsen or the church office for a brochure or to make a reser-
vation.  
 
Senior League Starved Rock Autumn Outing  2 Day/ 1 Night September 28- 29, 2022: This autumn is a 
perfect time for a getaway, we will travel south to the rustically beautiful Starved Rock Lodge, situated atop 
a wooded bluff overlooking the picturesque Illinois River. This 1930’s era stone and log Lodge is the only 
lodging facility located within Starved Rock State Park. Our itinerary includes the “Shake Rattle & Roll”            
music show at the lodge with 4 meals, overnight lodging at the Starved Rock Lodge; a Trolley Tour of 
Starved Rock, a Cruise on the Illinois River viewing Starved Rock; Cantigny (home of Chicago Tribune), and 
U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division Museum. You won’t want to miss out on this trip!   This trip is open for 
EVERYONE, please contact Laurie Halvorsen or the church office for a brochure or to make a reservation. 
 

With Thanks...Dear Friends in Christ, My sincere gratitude to all who have sent cards and called these 

weeks. My recovery is quite slow and painful. Life becomes complicated when disability hits. But this is noth-

ing compared to what our Lord suffered on His way to the cross. He and I have taken this Lenten            

journey in faith, hope, and knowledge of better days ahead. I thank FUMCWA -your prayers are felt and ap-

preciated. God bless ALL of you. In His name, Carmen Ilseman 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, The Risen Christ has been faithfully leading and guiding our Faith        

Community thus far with people, resources, and mission opportunities. We are blessed with a call to be a 

blessing to people, known and unknown, here and everywhere. We are gifted with a call to be a gift to 

people of all ages, nations, and races. May God grant us and our Faith Community to continue to be a 

mission post here at the corner of Lapham and 76th Street for God’s glory and His kingdom!  

 

                Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council           Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 

 


