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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ,                                                         

Summer greetings to all God’s People!                                                      

Summer is just around the corner. I have heard that 90% of people in 

the USA do have some plans for this summer either locally or national-

ly or internationally. I have already begun to see ‘summer wishes.’ 

One of them reads: “May you enjoy the best of summer vacations with 

your family and friends to create memories that stay afresh and beauti-

ful forever.” May it be true! Such wishes are to be coupled with prayers 

for safety and security, along with travel mercies, to wherever we em-

bark. May we also claim the promise from Psalm 23 that surely God’s 

goodness and mercy follow us wherever we go or travel to and from!   

I am reminded of Saint Francis of Assisi. “A single sunbeam is enough 

to drive away many shadows.” Summer sunshine and warmth will 

hopefully brighten our lives with our summer activities and extra fellow-

ship time reconnecting with friends and family. May we continue to 

invoke His abundant blessings with all our initiatives! There are two 

things that I lift up for our consideration this summer. 

Firstly, these are troubling times, being faced with war in Ukraine, hate 

crimes on the rise, inflation, and a lack of food supplies for babies. 

Besides our constant prayers individually and collectively, I invite all of 

us to continue experiencing and expressing God’s agape-love to all, 

especially people in need. A phone call, an email, a wish-you-well 

card, a text message, a smile, a hug, a small gift, a hand wave, words 

of encouragement, and many other God’s love gestures may be prac-

ticed if and when an opportunity calls for it. We are the feet and the 

hands of a God who is present.                                                                   

Secondly, FUMCWA offers many mission and ministry opportunities 

this summer, during the months of June, July, and August. Yes, sum-

mer days are planned and busy. Yet, I invite you to consider participat-

ing in church services, activities, and programs that are spiritual, edu-

cational, missional, and social. I thank (in advance) all of the volun-

teers for offering their gifts and skills to make the planned summer a 

grand success. Let us passionately celebrate God’s faithfulness,   

goodness, and grace throughout the summer.                                       

PRAYER: Gracious God, please be near us in our time of need. Sus-

tain us by your grace so that our strength and courage may not fail. 

Heal us according to your will and divine plan. Help us to believe in the 

God of hope and healing. In Christ’s name, amen. i

 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  Rev. Krystal Goodger,                                                       

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Matthew 6:34 “Therefore do not be anxious about                    

tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.               

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”  

The pace of summer is often hectic and life (yours, your 

children’s, your family’s) takes you in many directions. 

But let us remember, God does not take a summer  

vacation! God is always here for us, so should we not 

make time for God this summer? The church is not 

closed during the summer, we are still open! We still 

worship on Sundays! The pastor continues to preach 

sermons and the secretary still 

writes and prints the bulletin. 

The music directors prepare 

and practice each week to 

lead music in worship. The 

ushers and greeters show up 

each Sunday and the       

communion stewards set up 

communion. The church is 

open for worship! So, I invite you to make church part 

of your summer plans. 

When you are in town, I invite you to come to worship. 

(Though sleeping in may sound fun, remember, God, 

doesn’t sleep in.) When you are out of town, I                  

encourage you to find a church wherever you may be. If 

you cannot find a church, try to worship as a family. 

Sing hymns, read scriptures, and ask one another 

where they see God present. Church is an important 

part of Christian discipleship. It is good for you to be 

with other Christians and with God. It is good for you to 

give of your time, talents, and treasures. It is good for 

you to recharge and recenter. It may be nice outside, 

but don’t forget you also need Son-shine!  

What are your summer plans? School may be out, but 
church is not. Summer is here. Enjoy the Son-shine!  



 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Coins of Love: United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin:  $701.87 

May Coins of Love: Midwest Mission Distribution Center $433.34 

Easter Offering: $6639.00 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

April 25 $1220.00 $1368.00 $2588.00 

May 1 $3790.00 $1558.00 $5348.00 

May  8 $1319.00 $3770.00 $5089.00 

May 15 $5969.00 $1463.00 $7432.00 

May 22  $4887.70 $1488.00 $6375.70 

 

       SERMON SERIES - 2022 SUMMER - June, July, & August  

            (Summer Schedule 10:00 am –Sanctuary/YouTube) 

Pastor Sam and Lay Preachers (Julie Bryson, Don Gilpin, Tom Bolton) will focus on                                    

“NOW - God’s Promises” on June, July, and August Sundays. The third Sunday of each month will be 

observed as a “Healing Service” with an anointing of oil.  

 

6/5 Pentecost Sunday/ Confirmation Sunday - John 14:8-17 “I will do it.” 

6/12 Trinity Sunday - John 16:12-15 “I will guide you.” 

6/19 Healing Sunday- Luke 8:26-39 “God has done for you.” 

6/26 Third Sunday after Pentecost - Matthew 28:16-20 “Surely, I am with you.” 

7/3 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Psalm 66:1-9 “Come and See What God has done.” 

7/10 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - Colossians 1:1-14 “Be Strong.” 

7/17 Healing Service - Genesis 18:1-10 “Sarah will have a son.” 

7/24 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Psalm 85:1-13, “NOW God’s Promises: The Lord will give what is 

Good” 

7/31 Witnessing Sunday - Colossians 3:1-11 “Christ is all and in all.” 



 

SUMMER OF NOW:  VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION WORK - August 31 - September 3:      

Annual ingathering items are taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois. 

FUMCWA is seeking 26  volunteers to travel to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. De-

parture will be on Wednesday morning (August 31) and return will be on Saturday afternoon 

(September 3).  As assigned, the group will work on projects as needed in 4-hour shifts that 

include packing rice meal bags, kits for youth and children, counting inventory, sorting materi-

als, and other hands-on work. Transportation to and from and air-conditioned dorm accommodations will be 

provided. Meals are on your own. A registration fee of $20.00 is needed along with the forms. The forms will 

be on the table in the Narthex in June and July. The deadline to sign up is July 31. A planning/preparatory 

meeting will be scheduled two weeks before the departure date. If you have questions, please contact Val 

Holzman or Pastor Sam. 

PODCASTS BY YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL - Sundays -  “Youth Talk” Relating to Christian Faith: 

The use of this social media will bless our church and beyond. Each Sunday our youth will 

be posting a podcast. Please subscribe and listen by installing the Spotify app                       

(go to Spotify.com). Search: FUMCWA. Click on FOLLOW and new episodes will be saved 

to your library. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, JUNE 5:  Come celebrate the Confirmands: Adrienne Coover,                  

Bradley Coover, Leo Roberts, and Selwyn Samuel. All have completed the Confirmation class and will be 

affirming their faith and taking the next step in their walk with Christ 

and the church during this special Confirmation Service.  

 

   FAITH COMMUNITY - UPCOMING EVENTS 

SUMMER OF NOW: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 18-22, 2022 - FOOD TRUCK PARTY                   

(On A Roll with God!)   9:00 am - Noon at FUMCWA 

Ready to cook up some fun? FUMCWA invites children ages 3K-Grade 5 to get on a roll with God as a           

parade of Food Trucks rolls into the neighborhood for the summer's  biggest party! This VBS invites            

children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11: "Give us this day our daily bread." These words 

serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God - and that it's by turning to God in prayer that 

all of our daily needs are met. 

At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special food truck called "On a Roll." Here, Kids (or "Chefs") will 

learn from the food truck's Top Chef, along with DJ Cupcake (a cupcake puppet), about the Daily Specials 

(Daily Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer that teaches us to turn to God to meet our 

needs.                                                                                                                                                                 

First Church will again be partnering with Apostle Presbyterian. VBS is a FREE weeklong event for children 

in 3K to Grade 5. Food Truck Party information and registration forms are available in the Narthex and in 

the church office. Please return the student registration forms to the church office by July 11, 2022. Each 

family who registers will receive a free Student Take-Home Music CD. Please invite your friends,              

neighbors, and grandchildren to join us for a week filled with many special activities and surprises.  

http://spotify.com/?fbclid=IwAR1CfoYDYDMyChB7mkz0894vINazmIgiNFCyp0PDu4u6Bl0qb5Tjx1c44eI


SUMMER OF NOW: GOD’S PARKING LOT HOT DOG MINISTRY - June, July 
and August Saturdays: We will be giving out FREE hot dog meals from our 
church parking lot every Saturday this summer from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. Crews of 5 
or 6 adults or youth are needed each Saturday from 2:00 - 5:30 pm. Please           
consider helping out, meeting some of our church's neighbors, and letting them 
know about our caring congregation. If you can help, please contact Lance        
Lambert (June Saturdays) and Val Holzman (July and August Saturdays). 

SECOND SATURDAY SERVANTS - June 11: Second Saturday Servants are in need 

of forty casseroles Please bring the hot casseroles to the church kitchen by 7:45 am. 

Your generosity is appreciated. The need for breakfast casseroles is increasing. The 

new site serves 200 each Saturday.  

 SUMMER OF NOW: ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION RETREAT (June 25 - 10:00 am - 2:30 pm): 

THEME: ACE- GETTING PEOPLE EXCITED (Action, Creativity, Education). Adult Christian Education at 

FUMCWA aims to support lifelong learning, fellowship, intellectual growth, and spiritual development. Mem-

bers of all ages who are interested in strengthening the FUMCWA Adult Education Ministry are invited to par-

ticipate. If you have thought about teaching/leading a class, this is a great opportunity for you to learn more. 

ACE would appreciate your ideas for classes for the coming year and answer any questions you may have. 

During this retreat, we will explore ideas and       

develop plans for the ACE Health, Growth, and  

Vitality 3-5 year Ministry Plan. The retreat will be 

held at church. Lunch will be provided. Nursery 

care will be available. Please mark your calendars today and please join us as we plan creative, exciting 

ways to enhance Adult Christian Education as we seek to fulfill our purpose of making disciples for Jesus 

Christ. So that we can accurately plan for lunch, we are asking people to preregister for the retreat by        

contacting the church office (414-774-5500) by June 22. If you have questions or ideas, please contact         

Bonnie Chesky (414-391-6224). 

SUMMER OF NOW: WEDNESDAY WEBINARS: Church leaders will offer the following educational               

opportunities via Facebook Live on the third Wednesday each month. 

June 15, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook Live - Church Health, Growth, Vitality - Nurture, Outreach, Witness 

(NOW) 

July 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook live – Topic: Spiritual Gifts Inventory Presenter: Tom Bolton 

August 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook live - Topic: Stewardship & Generosity: NOW People in the Pews 

Presenter: Ken Slone (Director, Stewardship & Generosity at Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist 

Church) 

SUMMER OF NOW: YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN: All youth (Grades 6-12) from 
church and the community are invited to participate in the Lock-In on August 19 

from 5:00 pm to August 20 at 9:00 am. There is no registration fee. Registration 
forms will be posted on social media and available in the church office. For more 
information please contact Kiersten Schelman, John Bolton, Michael and             
Elizabeth Coover. 



 

 

 

JUNE’S COINS OF LOVE will support Divine Intervention. This is a ministry of 39 intra-faith communities 

that work together and attempt to provide  basic needs of food, warmth, and companionship for those in 

need. 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (UMW):  Unity Circle will meet Monday, 
June 13, at 1:00 pm in the Gathering Room for our last meeting until 
September.  We will be ordering sub sandwiches and each person is 
asked to bring something to share.  We hope to see you there! 
 
SUMMER OF NOW: "CHRISTMAS IN JULY" RUMMAGE 
SALE: Saturday, July 16, from 9:30 am-2:00 pm.  Items can be brought to Fellowship Hall any time after July 
10 between 9:00 am-2:00 pm. All items must be clean and in good condition.  Items that will be accepted 
include all holiday decorations (no large Christmas trees, only tabletop), all home decor, toys, children's 
books, fishing and sporting equipment, jewelry, scarves, belts, ties, and purses.  We will need lots of help the 
week before the sale and the day of the sale.  If you would be willing to help, please call Annette Intravaia 
(414-257-4166). 

 

      FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FOOD PANTRY: Please remember our Food Pantry this summer. Some foods have 
been in short supply and we could use some help from the congregation. We are in 
need of the following: all kinds of crackers (especially graham crackers and saltines), 
cream soups, chunky soups, Chef Boyardee items, stews, chili, canned fruit, canned 
vegetables, jelly, and fruit juices. All non-perishable items are welcome.  Also needed 
are personal care items (especially for men) and household cleaning products (Dollar 
Store). We appreciate any help that you can give us. Our Food Pantry staff thanks you 
and so do our Food Pantry guests! 

SUMMER OF NOW: HEALING SERVICES: During the summer months - June, July, and August, the third 

Sunday will be observed as “Healing Sunday.” After the service, Pastor Sam will be available in the Narthex 

with anointing oil. Those who desire healing - physical, emotional, mental, spiritual, and other areas of life and 

family may come and be anointed with oil on forehead and hand. “...call the elders of the church to pray over 

him/her and anoint him/her with oil.” James 5:14 

 
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: On Monday, June 20, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Jeffrey L. Staley’s 

book, Gum Moon: A Novel of San Francisco Chinatown.  Gum Moon, Cantonese for 'Golden Gate,'              

indicates the setting for most of this illuminating novel about the slavery of Chinese girls in San Francisco 

from late in the 19th century to the early 20th century. It follows Chun, later called Maud, from her sale at the 

age of three in 1898 to her early teens. The group meets in The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All are         

welcome. The Book discussion group will not meet in July and August.  

WESLEYAN CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM:  Ten church members have 
completed initial training and have been commissioned to the work of congrega-

tional nurturance.   This compassionate care takes the form of personal connec-
tion, via phone or in person, with members of the congregation who may be expe-
riencing a rough patch in life or may appreciate a bit of extra emotional or spiritual 
support.  If this is a ministry that may be helpful to you, please contact the church 
office which will facilitate making the appropriate connections.  Please be mindful 
that all information shared or requests made are kept confidential.      

UMM SPRING YARD CLEAN UP: The Men's Ministry is offering light yard work/clean-up to any who may 
need assistance on the morning of June 18. Please either contact Raymond Roberts directly with a                
description of the work needed or let the church office know.  
 



SCHOLARSHIP AND ENDOWMENT FUND, INC: The scholarship and             
Endowment Fund, Inc was created in 1968 as a NON-Profit 501(c) 3   
corporation whose by-laws state it is to engage in religious, educational, 
and charitable activities for the long-term benefit of FUMCWA. We are a 
separate legal entity whose board of directors is approved by the annual 
Church/Charge Conference. We are legally required to honor the         
requests of donors to the S&E Corporation.   

In addition to providing long-term benefits to FUMCWA, we provide 
scholarships for students going into ministry or post-high school           
education.  Many of you may not be aware but since our church was 
founded, over ten youth from our church have gone on to become UMC 
pastors and a major share of the costs for their Divinity Degree was paid for by S&E.   

We receive our funds through gifts and donations from both members and non-members, usually as part of 
someone’s estate or trust when they pass on.   

The gifts we receive are either non-restricted or restricted gifts depending on the giver’s preference.   

A non-restricted gift would be given in someone’s name and the board of directors would be allowed to use it 
for the benefit of the church in any manner they felt was appropriate and would honor the gift.   

The second type of gift is a restricted gift for a specific purpose intended for the long-term growth and vitality 
of the church. Restricted gifts represent about 70% of the assets or money we are responsible for. The two 
best examples of our restricted gifts are the Organ and Elevator funds. These gifts were given with the     
understanding that a certain amount would be restricted and invested. The investment income is then used 
to provide for the long-term care and maintenance of both the organ and elevator. Over the 30 plus years 
that these two funds have existed, the interest income has grown to a significant amount that if we ever 
needed to make a major repair or replace them, we already have significant funds available to cover those 
needs.  

We also receive one-time restricted gifts in which the giver requests the gift be spent for a specific purpose. 
Typically, this gift comes from someone who wants to see their gift put to immediate use.   

Scholarships represent the other major activity of S&E.  If you are a member of this church and you wish to 
pursue your education beyond High School, you are eligible to apply for up to five $2000.00 scholarships for 
your advanced education.  These scholarships are not limited to individuals going to colleges and             
universities. They have been used for trade schools, professional development, and by members of the 
church when making career changes.   

On an annual basis, we also provide a one-time $1,000.00 scholarship to a graduating senior from each of 
the four WA/WM high schools.   

FROM SPRC: The Staff Pastor Parish Committee is excited to announce that Elizabeth Coover has been 
hired as our Nursery Coordinator.  Elizabeth’s first Sunday in the Nursery will be June 12. Elizabeth and her 
husband Michael, and children Skyla, Adrienne, Bradley, and Connor have been attending First Church for 
over 10 years. If you haven’t had a chance to meet Elizabeth, please stop by the Nursery on June 
12.  Elizabeth will be a great addition to our church staff!   

HEARTFELT THANKS: 

Thank you, thank you to our church family for the cards, phone calls, prayers, and visits--these mean so 
much in this difficult chapter of our lives. Special thanks to United Women in Faith for the well wishes and 
card with the donation to missions. Bless You, Jeanette and Rex Grimmer 
 

Dear Church Family and Senior League Family, 
Thanks for your thoughts, calls, cards, and prayers. It is so difficult to be away from my normal activities at 
church and not see all of you and worship with you. With your prayers upholding me, I know this will get     
better. God Bless You, Bonnie Chesky 
 



  

 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  On the first Wednesday of June we will be attending a 
show at the Fireside that’s been on hold for two years. Everyone is so excited that this is finally going to 
happen! 51 Senior League travelers will be attending the show: The Church 
Basement Ladies in “A Mighty Fortress is Our Basement”. Enjoy Everyone!!  
 
Our Senior League Meetings in June: 
 
June 1  Coach Trip to the Fireside  
  Leave Franklin at 8:45 am; Leave FUMCWA at 9:30 am   
 
June 15 12 Noon- Brats, Burgers, Potato Salad, Watermelon, and Ice Cream Treats 
  Program: Recorder Concert  
  Devotions: Jean Molitor  
 
Senior League Coach Trip for Family & Friends: A fun one-day tour is planned for August 17. A Honey 
Museum, Widmer’s Cheese, lunch, and an ice cream stop are included!  This trip is open to EVERYONE! 
The price per person is $ 85.00.  We have 38 people signed up right now, more can sign up but do it 
soon!!  Leave at 8:00 am.  
 
Senior League Starved Rock Autumn Outing 2 Day/ 1 Night September 28-29 2022: This autumn is a 
perfect time for a getaway, we will travel south to the rustically beautiful Starved Rock Lodge, situated atop 
a wooded bluff overlooking the picturesque Illinois River. Price includes lodging, 4 meals, “Shake Rattle & 
Roll” music show, a trolley tour of Starved Rock, a Cruise on the Illinois River, Cantigny (home of Chicago 
Tribune), and the U.S. Army’s 1st Infantry Division Museum. Please think about joining us on this trip. It is 
open to EVERYONE!  Please Contact Laurie Halvorsen or the church office for a brochure or to make a res-
ervation. We have 15 reservations made and we need 30.  
 
Join us for Fun, Food, and Fellowship in our 47th year with Senior League!!  
 

Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator: 

SUMMER OF NOW: ANNUAL ALL CHURCH PICNIC: On Sunday, July 24, from 1:00 - 5:00 pm Greenfield 
Park Picnic Area #6 has been reserved for this year's picnic. Unfortunately, Cool Waters will be closed. 
Please let Lance know if you have suggestions for games and activities. Food, fellowship, fun, and S'Mores 
are GUARANTEED!  Plan on attending and  bring friends to share the First Church spirit!  
 

On Saturday, September 17, 2022, from 9:00-11:00 am, Rev. Jason                
Mahnke from The UM Foundation, will be presenting a Planned Giving 

Seminar at FUMCWA. More details will be available soon. 

 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Fall Retreat:                

On Saturday, September 24, 2022, the Church Council will be hosting 

a second one-day retreat at church to continue the development of the Ministry plan we started at the 

spring retreat in April. For FUMCWA to grow, we need to continue to focus on the Health, Growth, and 

Vitality of the church.  For that to happen we need to have participation and input from the congregation, 

staff, church leadership, and visitors.  Please save the date and plan to attend. Our goal is to have a     

minimum of 60 people share their perspectives on the future of our church. More details will follow at a 

later date. 

 

Ministerial and Administrative Committee Chairs, as a reminder, you are requested to have your  

committees’ smart goals submitted by August 1, 2022, so they can be included in the discussion.  

 

We are looking forward to everyone’s participation on September 24, 2022. If you have questions, please 

contact John Harrits or David Affeldt. 

 

 



 

 

 

FUMCWA 

THE SUMMER OF NOW 

PRAY-PARTICIPATE-PROMOTE 

For more information on The Summer of NOW, please see the Church Website, Church Facebook, or Band.  

CONCLUDING WORDS: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, our Faith Community has begun to experience a 

momentum of health, growth, and vitality (HGV). This means we respond to God’s call of intentionally mak-

ing milestones in the life and mission of FUMCWA. Our faithful efforts find alignment with the faithfulness of 

God who is the Source of our strength and strategy. Prayers go up; blessings come down. Let us continue 

to expect God’s blessings - There shall be showers of blessings! Amen.  

 

          Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council    Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 


