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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ,  July Christian Greetings!                                                                                                                                                                                       

The month of July reminds us, year after year, of the adoption of the Decla-

ration of Independence on July 4, 1776. Since then, we have been cele-

brating the occasion with parades, parties, fireworks, picnics, and other ac-

tivities nationwide. One of my favorite quotes from George Washington is: 

“Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth.” Freedom 

and/or Independence are meant to rapidly grow from one generation to 

another, from one stage to another, and from one freedom to another. 

Thousands of years ago, Paul wrote: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke 

of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1) We are set free from all kinds of burdens for the 

sole purpose of claiming God’s blessings. We are blessed with the freedom 

of loving God and loving people; the freedom of serving God and God’s peo-

ple from everywhere to everywhere. Let us celebrate July Fourth with mean-

ing, relevance, and commitment to enhancing the freedom of the areas that 

we are yet to fully enjoy.                                                                                         

The month of July this year (2022) marks the fortieth anniversary of my pas-

toral ministry with The Methodist Movement in India and in the USA. It’s 

nothing but God’s continuing faithfulness over these four decades. I still re-

member God’s call verse from Genesis chapter 12: “Leave and Go.” Follow-

ing the faith father’s model, I left and went into pastoral ministry as a semi-

nary student, an evangelist, a pastor, a missionary, a District Superintendent, 

and a Director of Connectional Ministry. It has been a listening, learning, and 

growing experience along with moments of joy, challenge, failure, discour-

agement, and not knowing what to do. I am grateful to God for sustaining 

me in all the transitions of locations, churches, conferences, and countries. I 

am grateful to God for the gift of family, a great source of support in this 

journey. I am thankful to God’s people on whose shoulders I rode. They 

taught me humility, resilience, and generosity. I do appreciate the disciples, 

staff, elders, and saints here at FUMCWA for their prayers, support, love, 

and encouragement to continue the journey in God’s mission. Thank you!

PRAYER: O Lord, Yours is the Kingdom. In Your hands are the strength and 

power to exalt and give strength to all. We give You thanks and praise Your 

glorious name. You are rock and Your works are perfect. Bless Pastor Sam as 

he celebrates Your call and his commitment for forty years. Amen! 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  A Matter of Perspective by Rev. Jason Mahnke,   

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

Some things are simply a matter of perspective. We can be 

reminded often how words can be used to skew the truth. For 

instance, an interoffice softball game was held every year 

between the marketing department and support staff of one 

company. On the day of the game, as hard as the marketers 

tried, the support staff whipped the marketing department 

soundly. 

In its best tradition, the marketing department decided to find 

the best “spin” they could on the dismal result. They showed 

how they earn their keep by posting this memo on the bulletin 

board after the game: “The marketing department is pleased 

to announce that for the recently completed softball season, 

we came in second place, having 

lost but one game all year. The 

support department, however, 

had a rather dismal season, as 

they won only one game all year.” 

On the other hand, hidden beauty 

can also be found by looking at a 

situation in a different way. A little 

girl named Lauren (age 5) re-

ports, “I know my older sister 

loves me because she gives me all her old clothes and has to 

go out and buy new ones.”  

I think Lauren is on to something. Our entire lives can be 

shaped by perspective. How would I approach money, “stuff,” 

and giving if I knew that God had already given me everything 

I need, rather than seeing all of the things I “need” in the store 

windows? How would I treat others if I focused on the ways I 

could serve, rather than making sure everyone respected my 

rights? How would my marriage change if it were based on 

being one another’s servant rather than a struggle for power? 

What would my attitude toward work be if I saw it as my God-

given vocation rather than some place I had to go to earn a 

paycheck? What if I saw Sunday as a true Sabbath . . . a time 

for connecting with God and family and rest . . . rather than a 

day to run the kids to more activities and the last day I have to 

get things done at home before I go to work? Sometimes we 

need God to help us see the world differently before we can 

live differently in it.          



 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Coins of Love: Midwest Mission Distribution Center $479.57 

June Coins of Love: Divine Intervention  $215.91 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

May 29 $1101.00 $1158.00 $2259.00 

June 5 $4632.00 $3938.00 $8570.00 

June 12 $4456.00 $1113.00 $5569.00 

June  19 $2468.00 $1212.27 $3680.27 

    

 

       SERMON SERIES - 2022 SUMMER - July & August  

            (Summer Schedule 10:00 am - Sanctuary/YouTube) 

Pastor Sam and Lay Preachers (Julie Bryson, Don Gilpin, Tom Bolton) will focus on                                    

“NOW - God’s Promises” on July and August Sundays. The third Sunday of each month will be           

observed as a “Healing Service” with an anointing of oil.    

 

7/3 Independence Day Sunday - Psalm 66:1-9 “Come and see what God has done” 

7/10 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost - Colossians 1:1-14 “Be Strong” 

7/17 Healing Service - Genesis 18:1-10 “Sarah will have a son” 

7/24 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Psalm 85:1-13, “The Lord will give what is good” 

7/31 Witnessing Sunday - Colossians 3:1-11 “Christ is all and in all” 

8/7 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Luke 12:32-40 “Do not be afraid” 

8/14 Singing Sunday - Hebrew 11:29-40 

8/21 Healing Service - Jeremiah 1:4-10 “I appoint you” 

8/28 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Luke 14:7-14 “Those who humble”  



 

SUMMER OF NOW:  VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION WORK - August 31 - September 3:      

Annual ingathering items are taken to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illinois. 

FUMCWA is seeking 26  volunteers to travel to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center. De-

parture will be on Wednesday morning (August 31) and return will be on Saturday afternoon 

(September 3).  As assigned, the group will work on projects as needed in 4-hour shifts that 

include packing rice meal bags, kits for youth and children, counting inventory, sorting materi-

als, and other hands-on work. Transportation to and from and air-conditioned dorm accommodations will be 

provided. Meals are on your own. A registration fee of $20.00 is needed along with the forms. The forms will 

be on the table in the Narthex in July. The deadline to sign up is July 31. A planning/preparatory meeting 

will be scheduled two weeks before the departure date. If you have questions, please contact Val Holzman 

or Pastor Sam. 

PODCASTS BY YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL - Sundays -  “Youth Talk” Relating to Christian Faith: 

The use of this social media will bless our church and beyond. Each Sunday our youth will 

be posting a podcast. Please subscribe and listen by installing the Spotify app                       

(go to Spotify.com). Search: FUMCWA. Click on FOLLOW and new episodes will be saved 

to your library. 

 

   FAITH COMMUNITY - UPCOMING EVENTS 

SUMMER OF NOW: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 18-22, 2022 - FOOD TRUCK PARTY                   

(On A Roll with God!)   9:00 am - Noon at FUMCWA 

Ready to cook up some fun? FUMCWA invites children ages 3K-Grade 5 to get on a roll with God as a           

parade of Food Trucks rolls into the neighborhood for the summer's  biggest party! This VBS invites            

children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11: "Give us this day our daily bread." These words 

serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God - and that it's by turning to God in prayer that 

all of our daily needs are met. 

At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special food truck called "On a Roll." Here, Kids (or "Chefs") will 

learn from the food truck's Top Chef, along with DJ Cupcake (a cupcake puppet), about the Daily Specials 

(Daily Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer that teaches us to turn to God to meet our 

needs.                                                                                                                                                                 

First Church will again be partnering with Apostle Presbyterian. VBS is a FREE weeklong event for children 

in 3K to Grade 5. Food Truck Party information and registration forms are available in the Narthex and in 

the church office. Please return the student registration forms to the church office by July 11, 2022. Each 

family who registers will receive a free Student Take-Home Music CD. Please invite your friends,              

neighbors, and grandchildren to join us for a week filled with many special activities and surprises.  

  

http://spotify.com/?fbclid=IwAR1CfoYDYDMyChB7mkz0894vINazmIgiNFCyp0PDu4u6Bl0qb5Tjx1c44eI


SUMMER OF NOW: GOD’S PARKING LOT HOT DOG MINISTRY - July and 
August Saturdays: The Missions Committee will continue serving hot dog 
lunches to our neighbors and friends each Saturday afternoon from 3:00 - 5:00 
pm every Saturday in July and August.  A crew of 7 is needed each week to help 
set up at 2:00 pm and throughout the event.  Please consider helping and sign 
up on the clipboard in the Narthex or contact Val Holzman. We need your help to 
make this neighborhood outreach a success. 

SECOND SATURDAY SERVANTS - July 9: Second Saturday Servants will need 25 
casseroles now that two locations need meals. Please bring the hot casseroles to the 

church kitchen by 7:45 am. The recipients appreciate your tasty food.  

 SUMMER OF NOW: WEDNESDAY WEBINARS: Church leaders will 

offer the following educational opportunities via Facebook Live on the 

third Wednesday of July and August: 

July 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook Live -                                         

Topic: Spiritual Gifts Inventory; Presenter: Tom Bolton 

August 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook Live- Topic: Stewardship & 

Generosity: NOW People in the Pews; Presenter: Ken Slone (Director, 

Stewardship & Generosity at  Discipleship Ministries, The United Methodist Church) 

SUMMER OF NOW: YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN: All youth (Grades 6-12) from 
church and the community are invited to participate in the Lock-In on August 19 

from 5:00 pm to August 20 at 9:00 am. There is no registration fee. Registration 
forms will be posted on social media and available in the church office. For more 
information please contact Kiersten Schelman, John Bolton, or Michael and             
Elizabeth Coover. 

 

SUMMER OF NOW: ACE CREAM SOCIAL- August 7 - 11:30 am-12:30 pm: Adult  Christian Education will 

be hosting a neighborhood ice cream social on Sunday, August 7. All Community and Church Members are 

invited to enjoy fellowship and a cool ice cream treat and learn about Fall ACE Classes. The event will be 

held on the grassy area on the Lapham Street side. 

 

FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

COINS OF LOVE FOR JULY will support Morning Glory Ministries. This is a faith-based, volunteer run      

organization that assists those marginalized within various communities of the City of Milwaukee.  They 

provide practical assistance, support and spiritual guidance to promote personal growth and stability in 

individuals and families for the ultimate health and well-being of our communities.    



 

 

 

SUMMER OF NOW: "CHRISTMAS IN JULY" UWIF RUMMAGE SALE: Saturday, 

July 16, from 9:30 am-2:00 pm.  Items can be brought to Fellowship Hall any time be-

ginning July 11 between 9:00 am-2:00 pm. All items must be clean and in good condi-

tion.  Items that will be accepted include all holiday decorations (no large Christmas 

trees, only tabletop), all home decor, toys, children's books, fishing and sporting 

equipment, jewelry, scarves, belts, ties, and purses. We will need LOTS of help the 

week before the sale and the day of the sale. Help is needed July 11-15 from 9:00 am -

2:00 pm depending upon the amount of rummage that is dropped off. If you plan to 

spend the day helping, please bring a lunch. Snacks, coffee, and lemonade will be provided. Help is also 

needed to box items not sold after the Rummage Sale closes on Saturday, July 16. Both men and women 

are invited to help. If you would be willing to help, please call Annette Intravaia (414-257-4166). 

 

FOOD PANTRY: Please remember our Food Pantry this summer! We would               

appreciate any fresh produce from your garden that you are willing to share. Please 

bring the fresh produce on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. Some foods have been in 

short supply and we could use some help from the congregation. We are in need of 

the following: all kinds of crackers (especially graham crackers and saltines), cream 

soups, chunky soups, Chef Boyardee items, stews, chili, canned fruit, canned vegeta-

bles, jelly, and fruit juices. All non-perishable items are welcome.  Also needed are personal care items 

(especially for men) and household cleaning products (Dollar Store). We appreciate any help that you can 

give us. Our Food Pantry staff thanks you and so do our Food Pantry guests! 

SUMMER OF NOW: HEALING SERVICES: During the summer months - July and August, the third Sunday 

will be observed as “Healing Sunday.” After the service, Pastor Sam will be available in the Narthex with 

anointing oil. Those who desire healing - physical, emotional, mental, spiritual, and other areas of life and 

family may come and be anointed with oil on forehead and hand. “...call the elders of the church to pray over 

him/her and anoint him/her with oil.” James 5:14 

On Saturday, September 17, 2022, from 9:00-11:00 am, Rev. Jason  Mahnke from The UM Foundation, 
will be presenting a Planned Giving Seminar at FUMCWA. More details will 

be available soon. 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Fall Retreat:   On Saturday, 

September 24, 2022, the Church Council will be hosting a second one-day 

retreat at church to continue the development of the Ministry plan we started 

at the spring retreat in April. For FUMCWA to grow, we need to continue to 

focus on the Health, Growth, and Vitality of the church.  For that to happen we 

need to have participation and input from the congregation, staff, church             

leadership, and visitors.  Please save the date and plan to attend. Our goal is 

to have a  minimum of 60 people share their perspectives on the future of our 

church.   

 

Ministerial and Administrative Committee Chairs, as a reminder, you are requested to have your    

committees’ smart goals submitted by August 1, 2022, so they can be included in the discussion.  

 

We are looking forward to everyone’s participation on September 24, 2022. If you have questions, please 

contact John Harrits or David Affeldt. 



  

 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  I would like to thank my 14 Senior League Officers 
who are busy with their duties at each Senior League meeting and Chef Cheryl Spaude and her assistant 
Serena for all the wonderful meals we have had these past years, and in 2022. I don’t get to thank you all 
enough!  If you haven’t been to a Senior League meeting lunch and program on the first and third             
Wednesday of the month you are truly missing out on a great Senior Program. Come and join us                 
sometime!  We meet from 12:00 Noon- to 2:00 pm and the cost is $10.00. There is no membership fee.  
 
Our Senior League Meetings in July: 
 
July 6    12 Noon-   Cousin’s Sub Sandwiches, Chips, and Cookies 
        Program:   Vision Forward; Presentation by Susan Egged 
        Devotions: Val Holzman 
 
July 20 12 Noon-   Chicken Tenders, Potato Wedges, Vegetable Tray, and Cupcakes 
  Program:   West Allis Police Corporal Ryan McNally & K-9 Gizmo 
  Devotions: Tom Bolton 
 
Senior League Coach Trip for Family & Friends:  One-day tour on August 17, Honey Museum,              
Widmer’s Cheese, lunch included, and cruise. Cost $ 85.00. There are 3 places left if interested!! Contact 
Laurie Halvorsen. 
 
Senior League Starved Rock Autumn Outing 2 Day/1 Night September 28/29, 2022  This autumn 2-day 
coach trip is a perfect getaway to the Starved Rock Lodge. Price includes lodging, meals, a music show, a 
trolley tour a Cruise on the Illinois River, Cantigny (home of the Chicago Tribune), and the US Army’s 1st 
Infantry Division Museum. We have 17 people signed up, we need 13 more to go. Brochures are in the 
church office.  
 
Senior League Coach Trip Christmas Stars: One day tour, we start our day visiting a Methodist Church in 
Oshkosh to see their collection of 1,000 nativities, then on to lunch at the Fox River Brewery Company 
(selection of choices), on to Appleton at the Xavier H.S. theater to see the Christmas Stars show.  
Cost $ 99.00. Saturday, December 3. Sign up at a Senior League meeting or contact the church office. 
This coach trip is open to all. 
 
Join us for Fun, Food, and Fellowship in our 47th year with Senior League!! 
 
 

 

 

Lance Lambert, Church Events Coordinator: All Church Picnic -Sunday, July 24, 1:00 - 5:00 pm 
This year's annual event will be held at Hoyt Park in Wauwatosa in Picnic Area #1.  We will provide              
sandwiches, assorted chips, a side dish, and beverages. There will be 
games and contests for all ages and, of course, S'Mores!  Bring a lawn 
chair and sunscreen for more comfort. 
Picnic Area #1 is located next to the parking lot for those with mobility           
issues and near a kids’ play area and a sand volleyball court. The Hoyt 
Park Pool will be open and boasts heated water, a "0 depth" walk-in area 
for little ones, and a giant slide. We aren't able to rent the pool as we have 
rented other pools in the past, but Events will pay the $9 admission fee 
for anyone wanting to enjoy open swim any time during the picnic!   
This is a SUPER opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to share the 
fun of First Church - all are welcome!!  Maps to Hoyt Park and Picnic Area 
#1 are available in the Narthex. Contact Lance Lambert 
(lambert@fumcwa.org) with questions. Plan to be there!!  

mailto:lambert@fumcwa.org


 

 

 

CONCLUDING WORDS: Sisters and Brothers in Christ, FUMCWA is blessed with SUMMER OF NOW     

activities, services, and programs such as Vacation Bible School, Healing Services, Webinars, and God’s 

Parking Lot Hot Dog Missions. We are here at the corner of Lapham and 76th Street to nurture, outreach, 

and witness. We invite you to consider signing up for the Mission Trip to UMCOR Depot called “Midwest   

Mission Distribution Center, IL”. God does miracles; we do His Mission. May the Lord bless all our efforts to 

enhance the Kingdom of God through FUMCWA! 

 

               Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council   Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 

 

SPRC STAFFING UPDATE: Kristi Page has submitted her resignation as Office Manager, effective         
July 1. We have been so blessed to have had Kristi who was responsible for handling administrative tasks 
that kept the church running smoothly for over six years. We are so grateful for her dedicated service and 
love of this church. She and her husband David are going to spend time getting their house prepared to sell 
with intentions to move north to the Townsend area after daughter Abby graduates high school in June 
2023. Kristi shared that they purchased their home intending to live there for about 5 years as a starter 
home, and have been there for 20, so they have several things they would like to get done before putting 
their house on the market. Kristi isn't leaving our midst anytime soon - we'll be blessed with her presence for 
some time yet. We are very happy for Kristi, David, and the family as they head into a new chapter in their 
lives.   
 
 

FUMCWA 

THE SUMMER OF NOW 

PRAY-PARTICIPATE-PROMOTE 


