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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ!  August Greetings!                         

During the summer, we are reading and reflecting on the promises that 

are foundational for our faith and our commitment to God, His church, 

and our community. For the month of August, I would like to remind us 

all of a promise from the book of James, James 5:15 that reads: 

“...and the prayer of faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord 

will raise him up; and if he/she has committed sins, he/she will be for-

given.” When we offer prayers in/by faith, there is a three-fold promise 

in this verse. We are healed; we are raised; we are forgiven. The three

-fold promise also means: We need healing; we need encouragement; 

we need forgiveness. The three-fold promise also suggests how to 

pray - we should pray for healing for ourselves and others; we should 

pray for support and encouragement for ourselves and others; we 

should confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness for ourselves and 

others.                                                                                              

God’s promises are available 24/7 but we need to do our job of claim-

ing the promises in our prayers, believing in the promises in our 

hearts, and sharing the promises with others. In the Old Testament, 

there was a prophet and a miracle worker, namely Elijah who lived in 

the ninth century before Christ. Elijah means ‘The Lord is my God.’ He 

was a man of prayer. He was a man of faith. He was a man of deep 

commitment to God and His people. He always listened to God. He 

stood on the promises of God through eternal ages, as we sing. He 

believed that God’s promises were the living Word of God. He prayed 

with faith that it would not rain. It did not rain for 3.5 years. Then, he 

prayed with faith that it would rain. The sky grew black with clouds and 

the wind rose with heavy rain that produced crops.                                

I invite all people of God to pray with faith standing on the eternal 

promises of God for the following: the surge of COVID 19; the war in 

Ukraine; the global church, the United Methodist Church, and its fu-

ture; the health, growth, and vitality of FUMCWA. When we pray with 

faith standing on the promises of God, like Elijah the prophet and the 

miracle worker, God will heal us; God will raise us up; God will forgive 

us. God’s promises are meant to bear fruit and for the glory of God.                     

PRAYER: Gracious God, lead us to Your promises; guide us to Your 

promises; show us Your promises; grant us what we need in the 

month of August and beyond; always help us to pray with and by and 

through faith like the prophet and miracle worker Elijah whose name 

reminds us that The Lord is my/our God. Amen! 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  Blessed to be a Blessing                                                   

By Rev. Jason Mahnke                                                              
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

In their book, The Generosity Challenge, Kristine Miller and 
Scott McKenzie share the results of a 2017 Barna Group 
study on prayer called, Silent and Solo: How Americans Pray. 

The study found that 79% of American adults have prayed in 
the last three months. What was the 

content of those prayers? 

Gratitude and thanksgiving – 62%   

Needs of family and community – 61%                                                                                                

Personal guidance in crisis – 49%      

My health and wellness – 47%         

Confession and forgiveness – 43%                                                                                                              

Things I suddenly feel compelled to pray about – 43%   

Safety in my daily tasks or travel – 41%        

A sense of peace – 37%              

Blessings for meals – 37%                                                                                                                      

Specific requests for others – 34%                                                                                                      

Several others at lesser percentages  

First, let me note that I love that gratitude and thanksgiving 

top the list of prayer subjects. Part of spiritual, emotional, and 

mental wellness can be found in gratitude practices. Miller 

and McKenzie do point out that something important is miss-

ing from this list, however. There is no mention of listening to 

God, no mention of asking “God, what do you want me to do, 

how do you want me to live?” These questions, for us as indi-

viduals and for our churches, are a key part of our steward-

ship practices. Our faith teaches us that God gives us good 

things for a purpose that is greater than satisfying our own 

needs and desires. We are blessed to be a blessing. It is im-

portant for our prayers of gratitude to be followed by an open-

ness to the movement of God’s Spirit.  

May God grant you the courage to ask, “Lord, what can I do 
in gratitude for all you have already done for me?”  

                                                                                                                             



 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Coins of Love: Divine Intervention  $224.91 

July Coins of Love: Morning Glory Ministries $258.44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

June 26 $1762.00 $975.00 $2737.00 

July 3 $3686.00 $3808.00 $7494.00 

July 10 $6476.00 $2108.00 $8584.00 

July 17 $3023.40 $1130.00 $4153.40 

    

 

               SERMON SERIES - 2022 SUMMER - August  

            (Summer Schedule 10:00 am - Sanctuary/YouTube) 

Pastor Sam and Lay Preachers (Julie Bryson, Don Gilpin, Tom Bolton) will focus on                                    

“NOW - God’s Promises” on August Sundays. The third Sunday will be observed as a “Healing Service” 

with an anointing of oil.    

8/7 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 12:32-40, “Do not be afraid” 

8/14 Singing Sunday, Hebrews 11:29-40 

8/21 Healing Service, Jeremiah 1:4-10, “I appoint you” 

8/28 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 14:7-14, “Those who humble”  

 

CONGREGATIONAL LISTENING FIRST SESSION: In the wake of The United Methodist Church, the 

global and connectional church, that is going through a crisis of conflict and separation, FUMCWA           

leadership will host the FIRST LISTENING SESSION on Sunday, August 21, from 11:00 am -12:30 pm 

in Fellowship Hall. Light refreshments will be served. Information related to the purpose, including       

frequently asked questions, will be made available on church social media prior to the meeting and also 

during the meeting. In the meantime, let us continue to uphold this petition in our prayers that ‘Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.’ 



 

SUMMER OF NOW - YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN:  All youth from our church and 

the community are invited to participate in the church-sponsored LOCK-IN on      

August 19 (Friday) from 5:00 pm to August 20 (Saturday) at 9:00 am. Dinner and 

breakfast will be served at no cost. There is no registration fee for the event.            

Registration forms will be posted on social media and are available in the church 

office. Please invite your friends and family members. For more information, please 

contact Kiersten Schelman, John Bolton, Michael and Elizabeth Coover, Pastor 

Sam, email the church office ( fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org) or call the church office (414-774-5500). 

PODCASTS BY YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL - Sundays -  “Youth Talk” Relating to 

Christian Faith: The use of this social media will bless our church and beyond. Each 

Sunday our youth will be posting a podcast. Please subscribe and listen by installing the                 

Spotify app (go to Spotify.com). Search: FUMCWA. Click on FOLLOW and new         

episodes will be saved to your library. 

 

   FAITH COMMUNITY - UPCOMING EVENTS 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Fall Retreat:   

On Saturday, September 24, 2022, the Church Council will 

be hosting a second one-day retreat at church to continue the 

development of the Ministry plan we started at the spring   

retreat in April. For FUMCWA to grow, we need to continue to 

focus on the Health, Growth, and Vitality of the church.  For 

that to happen we need to have participation and input from 

the congregation, staff, church leadership, and visitors.  Please save the date and plan to attend. Our goal 

is to have a  minimum of 60 people share their perspectives on the future of our church.  We are looking 

forward to everyone’s participation on September 24, 2022. If you have questions, please contact John  

Harrits or David Affeldt. 

On Saturday, September 17, 2022, from 9:00-11:00 am, Rev. Jason Mahnke from The UM Foundation, 

will be presenting a Planned Giving Seminar at FUMCWA.  

FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Coins of Love for August  will support Good Samaritan Outreach Center West Allis. This organiza-
tion provides food, clothing, and household goods to needy families in Milwaukee county. Their mission is 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus by building relationships with people in need through compassionate 
engagement, providing basic needs and education.  
 
 
 

mailto:fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org
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SUMMER OF NOW: GOD’S PARKING LOT HOT DOG MINISTRY - August 
Saturdays: The Missions Committee will continue serving hot dog lunches to 
our neighbors and friends each Saturday afternoon from 3:00 - 5:00 pm every 
Saturday in August.  A crew of 7 is needed each week to help set up at 2:00 pm 
and throughout the event.  Please consider helping and sign up on the clipboard 
in the Narthex or contact Val Holzman. We need your help to make this       
neighborhood outreach a success. 

SECOND SATURDAY SERVANTS - August 13: Second Saturday Servants will need 
25 casseroles now that two locations need meals. Please bring the hot casseroles to 

the church kitchen by 7:45 am. The recipients appreciate your tasty food.  

 SUMMER OF NOW: WEDNESDAY WEBINARS: Church leaders will 

offer the following educational opportunities via Facebook Live on the 

third Wednesday of August: 

August 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM Facebook Live- Topic: Stewardship & 

Generosity: NOW People in the Pews; Presenter: Ken Slone (Director, 

Stewardship & Generosity at  Discipleship Ministries, The United  

Methodist Church) 

 

 

SUMMER OF NOW: ACE CREAM SOCIAL- August 7 - 11:30 am-12:30 pm: Adult  Christian Education will 

be hosting a neighborhood ice cream social on Sunday, August 7. All Community and Church Members are 

invited to enjoy fellowship and a cool ice cream treat and learn about Fall ACE Classes. The event will be 

held on the grassy area on the Lapham Street side. 

Vacation Bible School July 18-22, 2022- Food Truck Party-On a Roll with God!  During VBS week, 32 

children and 32 caring adults and youth helpers enjoyed a wonderful week together. FUMCWA and Apostle 

Presbyterian partnered together this year for VBS 2022 and it was a spiritual, fun, faith-filled, meaningful 

week. The VBS children learned to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us this day our daily 

bread." These words served as a reminder that everything we have comes from God - and that it's by turning 

to God in prayer that all of our daily needs are met. Many thanks to all for your prayers for a successful VBS 

week. 

Sincere thanks to the following for making this week so special: Michelle Fuller, Jenny Rutter, Brian Shutta , 

Selwyn Samuel, Leo  Roberts, Pastor Sam, Val Holzman, Salud, Alyssa Roberts,  Barb Sorenson, Carole 

Schumm, Nathan Sorenson, Annette Intravaia, Mary Ann Sorenson, Candy Becker, Jeanne Heling, Joanna 

Schachtely, Larry Cook, Ava Roberts, and Deb Semrad.  



 

 

 

United Methodist Women (UWIF): Thank you to all the wonderful ladies who helped with the rummage 
sale. We want to acknowledge them in The Messenger as this was a big endeavor 
that took almost a week to get ready. The ladies, in no particular order, are: Joanna 
Schachtely, Mary Pike, Nancy Nikolaus, Donna Wood, Val Holzman, Karen Connell, 
Jane Henderson, Julie Bryson, Dorothy Thoms, Julie Albrecht, Nancy Karr,           
Barbara Pier, Carole Schumm, Carol Ward, Jeanne Heling, Ruth Ann Werner,       
Eileen Kostalek, Jenny Harper, Mary Garvens, Marsha Banyai, and                        
Annette Intravaia.  Thanks to Michelle Fuller for making the signs. We also had three 
wonderful men who helped with security: Jim Henderson, Wayne Schumm, and            
Ken Ilseman.  Thanks also to Jim Henderson who hauled the remaining rummage to 
Goodwill in two trips (with some help from Jane and Annette). Thank you all for       
volunteering AND doing it with a smile! Thank you to all who brought rummage for us 
to sell. All of the money will go toward missions in an around our community. 
 
More information on upcoming events will be available soon. We will have a program in October presented 
by Ronald McDonald House and our Bazaar will be held in December. The Bazaar will replace our cookie 
sale.  We will have cookies for sale but not to the degree at previous sales. It is a tremendous amount of 
work and we are not able to continue doing this anymore.  We are very grateful to Anne Reuther for all of her 
guidance and leadership with the cookie sale for many years.  We will have more information about the      
Bazaar in future Messengers. 

 

Food Pantry: To all those that help with the food pantry, thank you for the many 
items you have donated in the past. Our food pantry guests are very grateful for the 
selections we offer. When our guests come, we give them 2 bags of pre-packaged 
food, cheese, and hot dogs. They are able to select 2 more food items and 2 personal 
care items from the table. They can also select a bread item. Not only do we offer 
food, but often they have concerns to share with us about their personal lives, and we 
offer a listening ear. We let them know that they are important and that we care about 
them and will pray for them. 
 

We are in need of large paper grocery bags with handles and red Sendik’s bags, large and small. If you 
have fresh garden produce to share, please bring it the morning of the food pantry. We are open on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 2:30 – 4:30 pm. Some items that are often chosen when available 
are: jelly, crackers ( any variety ), chunky soups, oatmeal, pancake mixes, canned meats, and Chef Boyard-
ee varieties. Thank you, again, for thinking of our food pantry! 

 

Coffee Fellowship Changes: The Coffee Fellowship that is held from 9:00-9:30 am on  

Sundays in the Small Dining Room (September -May) will be moving to the Gathering 

Room. Snacks will not be provided, only Coffee and Tea. We ask that the beverages be  

consumed in the Gathering Room and not taken into the sanctuary. This location change will 

begin in September. 

Pastor Sam’s Fall Book Study: Pastor Sam will be offering a book study on  “The Fine Art of Getting 

Along With Others” by Dale E. Galloway. The author shares numerous guidelines, principles, and healthy 

steps for relating well with others including family members, church members, friends, and people known 

and unknown. We will be learning together the teachings of Jesus that are foundational for relating well with 

others. “Treating others as you want to be treated.”  Classes will be offered on Wednesday in person at 

10:30 am and Thursday via Zoom at 6:00 pm beginning September 14 for the Wednesday class and          

September 15 for the Thursday Zoom class. Purchase of the book is optional. Please call or email the 

church office to register with your email. Church email: fumcwaoffice@fumcwa.org; Church phone: 414-774

-5500. 
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The Church Office needs your help with Servant Keeper Family Profile Updating: 

 • Our Church Management System is called “Servant Keeper.” Your membership and contribution            

information will be available online on their website. 

 • An invitation has been sent to your family email address. If you have not received this, please contact 

mfuller@fumcwa.org 

• The email will be coming from: no-reply@servantpc.com  

• You will click on “Manage My Family” where you will be prompted to create a password to log in. 

(Please write this down somewhere because the church will NOT have your password.)  

• Your family information will pop up. Click on Profiles and Giving History - you can access information as 

an individual or as a whole family. 

 • You will have the ability to update your name, address, phone number, email address, etc. You can 

even upload a picture of yourself and/or your whole family. 

 • You will also have the ability to look at and print your contribution statements. To do so, click on “Giving 

History”, “Detail”, “View & Print” (or you can save it to a PDF file)  

• You will also have the ability to access the online church directory.  

• The red circle at the right of the screen is for logging out.  

• If you have issues after you get your invite – please contact mfuller@fumcwa.org 

• For future access to your profile, please create a Bookmark, save it to Favorites OR go to 

www.servantkeeper.com/member-portal/westallisFUMC to sign in. 

Dear Church Family, Many heartfelt thanks for the phone calls, cards, prayers, and your comforting            
presence at LeRoy’s memorial service. This was appreciated more than words can express. It made my 

heart lightened to be surrounded by such warm love. My gratitude goes out to Alyssa and Raymond for the 
beautiful music and to Julie and Pastor Sam for delivering the uplifting eulogy at the memorial service. I am 
so thankful to have the loving support of my treasured church family. Sincerely, Pat Nelson 

From Lance Lambert / Events Coordinator: 
 
I hope you are all having a great summer!  Events has nothing new for 
August, but will be busy nonetheless, and would like to give a shout-out to 
the following activities of our church: 
1)   Please support Missions with their continuing activity of the Parking 
Lot Hot Dog Ministry each Saturday in August. Contact Val Holzman with questions or to volunteer. 
2)   Events will not be hosting an Ice Cream Social (as we have done in the past) this year but encourages 
everyone to attend the Adult Christian Education Committee's event on Sunday, August 7, from 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm. 
3)   I will again be partnering with Laurie Halvorsen’s Senior League's motorcoach trip on August 17 to the 
Honey Museum, Widmer's Cheese, and Chain of Lakes Boat Tour. Looks to be another great day! 
4)   Looking ahead to September 11 and Gathering Sunday - let the new church year begin! 
5)   Our Methodist Movie Matinee & Discussion series will resume in September. Stay tuned for more de-
tails. 
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Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  Here comes August and our Senior League Coach 
Trip for Family & Friends One Day tour on August 17. This tour was planned a year ago and it will be a   
special one for me. It was the last tour our Lamers tour coordinator planned for our group. Thank you, Bob 
Habel, Tour Coordinator from Lamers Tour & Travel, you will be missed. Bob passed 
last November 2021.  
 
Our Senior League Meetings In August: 
 
August 3 12 Noon -Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Coleslaw, Chips, and Pistachio Fluff 
          Program: Naomi and the Munchkin Piano Students 
          Devotions: Lillian Guansing 
 
August 17 Coach Trip: Honey Acres & Waupaca Cruise!  
 Leave Franklin at 7:45 am, First United Methodist Church at 8:00 am                                                        
The Coach Seats are Filled, if you are interested, please put your name on a waiting list--$85.00  
** We are stopping at Widmer’s cheese, please bring a small lunch soft cooler/with a freeze pack for your 
cheese if you are purchasing cheese.** 
         
Senior League Starved Rock Autumn Outing 2 Day/ 1 Night September 28/29 2022: This autumn 2-day 
coach trip is a perfect getaway to the Starved Rock Lodge. The price includes lodging, meals, the music 
show, the trolley tour, a Cruise on the Illinois River, Cantigny (home of the Chicago Tribune), and the US 
Army’s 1st Infantry Division Museum. This is a wonderful short trip, please think about going. Brochures are 
in the church office Or see Laurie Halvorsen. 
 
I ONLY NEED 10 MORE PEOPLE FOR THIS TRIP TO HAPPEN OTHERWISE UNFORTUNATELY I WILL 
HAVE TO CANCEL! 
 
Senior League Coach Trip Christmas Stars:  This is a One Day Tour, we start our day visiting a Method-
ist Church in Oshkosh to see their collection of 1,000 nativities, then on to lunch at the Fox River Brewery 
Co. (selection of choices), then on to Appleton to the Xavier H.S. theater to see the Christmas Stars 
Show.  Cost: $99.00; Date: Saturday, December 3; Sign up at a Senior League meeting or in the 
church office.  
 
Join us for Fun, Food, and Fellowship in our 47th Year with Senior League!!  
 

 

 

Concluding Words: 

Dear brothers and sisters, we thank you for your continued support with your prayers, presence, gifts,    

service, and witness. We appreciate your generous giving of your time, talent, and treasure to enhance the 

life and ministries of FUMCWA. Yes, there are challenges, unexpected deaths, and uncertainties but “great 

is thy faithfulness.” As John Wesley said at his last moment, “the best of all is God with us.” Thank You, 

God for being with us! May the Lord bless all our efforts to enhance the Kingdom of God through 

FUMCWA! 

 

               Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council   Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 


