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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, 

September greetings from Pastor Sam! 

The summer of FUMCWA has been busy for the Kingdom of God 

through programs, services, and activities of Nurturing, Outreaching, 

and Witnessing (NOW). The Lord has blessed our church, our efforts, 

and all our experiences. The bottom line is: People of all ages, na-

tions, and races were impacted for the glory of God. The highlights of 

the summer of NOW included: Wednesday Webinars, Vacation Bible 

School, God’s Parking Lot Hot Dog Mission, ACE Ice Cream Social, 

Church Picnic, Youth Group Lock-In, Healing Services, and Worship 

Services with many visitors. FUMCWA prayed, preached, proclaimed, 

and witnessed in word and in deed. 

The last quarter of the year 2022 has arrived with a sense of accom-

plishing ‘something’ for God and His church, a sense of gratitude to 

God for all those who have done their best by making their time, tal-

ents, and treasures available, and a sense of making a commitment to 

moving forward with prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. In 

the midst of celebrating all of these milestones, there is a sense of 

disappointment that the Volunteers-in-Mission Trip to Mission Distribu-

tion Center, IL, did not take place but with the hope that our planned 

Mission Trip will occur in the summer of 2023.  

As we step into the month of September and return to Fall services 

and activities, let us continue our nurturing ministries with worship, 

Christian Education and Formation, Membership Care, and Steward-

ship. Let us continue our outreach ministries with a focus on love, 

compassion, justice, and mercy, meeting the needs of all people within 

and beyond four walls. Let us continue our witness ministries strength-

ening and developing mission and evangelistic efforts of faith-sharing 

in word and in deed. “We are not keeping this to ourselves; we are 

passing it along to the next generation.” Psalm 78:4 The Message: We 

pray. We participate. We promote.  

PRAYER:  We bless Your Name because we trust in You and in Your 

Promises. We bless Your Name because we receive You and Your 

Promises into our lives that we stay green and bear fruits for Your 

Kingdom and Your Church. May we continue to be flourishing trees/

lives for Your glory and Your glory alone! Amen! 

i

 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  A Note in the Offering                                             

By Rev. Jason Mahnke                                                              
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

A young child wrote this note to his pastor. "Dear minister, I'm 

sorry I don’t give more money to the church on Sundays, but 

my father didn't give me a raise in my allowance. Could you 

give a sermon about a raise in my allowance? It would help 

the church get more money."  

As funny as this is, many of us ap-

proach giving in this way, whether it's to 

the church or to any other organization 

that helps those in need. We'd give 

more if only we had a little more to give. 

We just need that raise and everything 

will be so much easier. There's only so 

much to go around and there's just not 

enough right now.  

Unfortunately, this paints a false picture of God. Our world 

tells us over and over those resources are scarce. There's 

only so much to go around. And so, we can only give so 

much because otherwise there won't be enough left for us. 

We spend so much time and energy acquiring and worrying 

about what we don't have and often are so measured and 

cautious with what we do give because we believe there isn't 

going to be enough. This is the myth of scarcity. That God 

hasn't given his children enough to go around. This is not the 

God we worship.  

The truth is, we believe that the God we worship has given to 

us abundantly! Not only is there enough to go around, but 

there’s also more than enough. And therefore, we give in re-

sponse to the abundance God continually provides us with.  

I have heard people say that the more they have given the 

more God has given them. From my experience, I don't think 

God gives more to the generous and less to misers. I have 

found that the more I give the more I recognize how much 

God has already blessed me with. It's not that God has given 

me more in a "quid pro quo" arrangement. In giving, I am 

transformed. I can see the gifts I have more clearly. I can give 

thanks more fully. I can give more joyously.  

Thank God for the many abundances he has given to us!  



 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Coins of Love: Morning Glory Ministries $600.44 

August  Coins of Love: Good Samaritan Outreach Center West Allis $107.30 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

July 24 $3041.00 $1453.00 $4494.00 

July 31 $3525.00 $1978.00 $5503.00 

August 7 $3421.00 $3553.00 $6974.00 

August 14 $3466.00 $1318.00 $4784.00 

August 21 $1354.00 $1488.00 $2842.00 

 

                             SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES  

The  Discipleship Ministries - based in Nashville, Tennessee - connects United Methodists with needed re-

sourcing, training, consulting, and networking opportunities. The Discipleship Ministries has begun a series 

called “Having Words with Jesus,” a reminder that we are being made disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-

formation of the world. Pastor Sam plans to follow this series. 

9/4 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 14:25-33, “Counting the Cost”  

9/11 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 15:1-10, “Finding the Lost” 

9/18 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 16:1-13, “Debts are tossed” 

9/25 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 16:19-31, “Gulf is crossed” 

10/2 World Communion Sunday, Luke 17:5-10, “Rekindle the Gift” 

COME BACK TO THE IMMEASURABLE LOVE OF GOD: Gathering Sunday-September 11-BLESSED  

BEYOND MEASURE:  As the new church year begins, we come back to church knowing that we are 

blessed beyond measure by being part of FUMCWA and can share God’s goodness with all. Everyone is 

invited to a special mid-service Gathering Sunday event in Fellowship Hall from 9:15-10:15 am. Please stay 

after the first service or come early before the second service for fun activities, conversation, ice cream    

sundaes, and a backpack blessing. Come back and be BLESSED BEYOND MEASURE! 

Beginning September 11, 2022, we will return to two services (8:00 am and 11:00 am): Adult Christian 

Education Sunday School Classes and Children and Youth Sunday School Classes begin September 18, 2022.  



First Church is really excited and blessed to again offer AWANA. This fun 
Bible Club for children ages 3K to Grade 8 meets on Wednesday evenings 
at FUMCWA during the school year from 6:15-8:00 pm, beginning            
September 14.  Children are challenged both spiritually and physically in 
a fast-paced learning environment geared toward their age level. For         
children ages three and four, there is the Cubbies program; for kindergar-
ten through second grade, the Sparks program; for grades three through 
six, the “Truth and Training” program; and for grades 7 and 8, the Trek 
program. Please spread the word and invite other families to join us as we begin year four. As the AWANA 
pledge states, the AWANA Club’s goal is “to reach boys and girls with the Gospel of Christ, and to train 
them to serve HIM.” Come out and be part of the fun! Registration forms are available on the website, by 
contacting the church office, and in the Narthex. If you have any questions, would like more information, or 
would like to volunteer to help, please contact Deb Semrad at 414-774-5500 or jdsemrad@att.net. 

 

 FAITH COMMUNITY - UPCOMING EVENTS 

Congregational Ministry Plan Development Fall Retreat:  On Saturday, 

September 24, 2022, the Church Council will be hosting a second one-day 

retreat at church to continue the development of the Ministry plan we started 

at the spring retreat in April. For FUMCWA to grow, we need to continue to 

focus on the Health, Growth, and Vitality of the church.  For that to happen 

we need to have participation and input from the congregation, staff, church 

leadership, and visitors.  Please save the date and plan to attend. Our goal 

is to have a  minimum of 60 people share their perspectives on the future of 

our church.  We are looking forward to everyone’s  participation on          

September 24, 2022. If you have questions, please contact John Harrits or 

David Affeldt. So that we can  accurately plan for lunch, we are asking people to preregister for the retreat by       

contacting the church office (414-774-5500) by September 21, 2022.   

 

An important church safety and security training session will be held on           
September 7, 2022, from 5:30-7:30 pm.  All volunteers, committees, and church 
members are invited to attend.                                                                                            
Theme: "Safety and Security of People and Church Building" 
Presenters: Detective David Madden (West Allis Police Department) will lead a 
session on "The Active Shooter Training" and Pastor Sam will lead a session on 
UMC Practices and Guidelines for Safety [Developed by the General Council on 
Finance & Administration - GCFA, Nashville]. 
 

On Saturday, September 17, 2022, from 9:00-11:00 am, Rev. Jason Mahnke from The UM Foundation, will 

be presenting a Planned Giving Seminar at FUMCWA. The seminar will be held in Fellowship Hall. 

 A WORD ABOUT FUMCWA WORSHIP ATTENDANCE (January - August 2022): Our Worship Services 

are a hybrid model which means both in-person and online. The average of online worship is 71 per Sunday 

and in-person worship 76 per Sunday, together (in-person and online) a total of 147 weekly attendance     

average in the last eight months. This is very encouraging for the Post-COVID Faith Community of 

FUMCWA. We are invited to continue this trend plus increase the number of worshippers with more       

members in the weeks, months, and years ahead. This should be our corporate commitment with intentional 

efforts. Worship is the hub that keeps people connected and moving forward. A future with hope… 

mailto:jdsemrad@att.net.


September Mission Moment: Second Saturday Servants will be serving hot 
casseroles on September 10. We are in need of 25 casseroles. Your support is 
a blessing to our neighbors. Our mission is to make a difference for all those 
around us. Please bring the hot casseroles to the kitchen by 7:45 am. Contact 
Val Holzman (414-378-1082) if you are able to supply a hot casserole. Warm 
clothing, underwear, and socks donations are also needed as we near fall. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

September’s “Coins of Love” will support the Thanksgiving Food Basket     

Ministry. We have already  started planning and preparing. If you are not familiar 

with this ministry, we have been giving food to families in the West Allis area for 

Thanksgiving for over 47 years.  We receive names of families who are having 

financial difficulties from WAWM schools as well as from our church members.  

Each family receives a turkey and other food needed to prepare a Thanksgiving 

meal.  Each basket costs $55.00. The goal again is to give Thanksgiving Baskets 

to 180 families. This ministry is funded mainly by donations from this                  

congregation. We hope that you will give generously. 

Book Discussion Group:  On Monday, September 19 at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Bishop Michael  
Curry’s book Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times. Much of the world met Bishop 
Michael  Curry, the first African American to lead the Episcopal Church, when he delivered his sermon on 
the redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. 
Here he expands on this message by inspiring readers to discover the gifts they need in order to live the way 
of love in a world that faces seemingly insurmountable challenges: deep reservoirs of hope and resilience, 
simple wisdom, the discipline of nonviolence, and unshakable regard for human dignity. The group meets in 
The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All are welcome. 

Adult Christian Education Invitation from Bonnie Chesky:  As            
Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, we are encouraged to grow in 
knowledge and faith. Frequently the Bible makes reference that we are 
on a race. In Hebrews 12:1 we are directed to "throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles and. . . run with  
perseverance the race marked out for us". Can you think of "anything" 
in your life that hinders you from growing in your spiritual life? That would 
be "anything that draws our attention away from Jesus and the path he has made before us" . . . 
(Disciplines, August 14, 2022). So how do we know the pathway and find the markers along the way that 
keep us on the path? I have always found help when I join a group of fellow Christians studying the Bible. 
Together we become more focused on the goal of knowing Christ and loving one another. I encourage you 
to join a class this fall on Sunday morning or weekday morning/evening as offered in our Adult Education 
flyer. Discover the Joy of growing in knowledge and faith on the path God has appointed for you to run.  

THE PURPOSE OF FUMCWA SURVEY [Summer of NOW 2022]: Many thanks to all those who have            

participated in the FUMCWA Church Growth Survey! Surveying the life and mission of a church helps to dis-

cover the needs and opportunities of the present and future. Surveys provide an opportunity to listen to what 

members envision as the future of the church. It is a tool for open feedback from the members. The ten 

questions that are provided in the survey will hopefully help the church leadership identify unbiased data to 

leverage the conversations for making decisions about the 3-5 years goals and developing the Ministry 

Plan. The objective is that we use this tool to analyze the results for the sake of not just understanding the 

thoughts and feelings of members but also shaping the future of FUMCWA. Your cooperation with           

participation is much appreciated. A future with hope… 



 

 

 

United Methodist Women (UWIF): We will start up our Unity Circle after our nice summer break. We will 
meet in the Fireside Room at 1:00 pm on Monday,  September 12, 2022. We welcome all ladies to join us. It 
is a wonderful way to find fellowship with one another and plan programs that will enlighten and benefit wom-
en as well as our men and youth. 
We will have a program presented by Ronald McDonald House on October 26, 
2022, at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. Please plan to join us and bring your friends. 
Men, women, and youth are invited. It should be a very interesting program. 
On Saturday, December 10, 2022, will hold our Christmas Bazaar and more            
information will be coming next month. 
If you have any questions about our organization, please contact Annette Intravaia                 
(414-257-4166). We hope to see some new faces as well as those who have been a 
part of our circle. 
 

 

Food Pantry: We continue to get more guests using our Food Pantry and we are al-
ways looking for large-handled paper bags. We can also use the red Sendik’s bags, 
especially the smaller size. We have enough large red Sendik’s bags for now. Any 
fresh produce from your garden that is in abundance would be appreciated too! We 
welcome any nonperishable food and personal care products. Crackers of any type, 
fruit juices, pancake mixes (only add water type), chunky soups, and any Chef             
Boyardee products. Thank you to all who have been so generous in your donations. 
Our guests are very appreciative of everything they receive. 

 

Gathering  Room Coffee Fellowship: Coffee Fellowship will be held from 9:00-11:00 am on 
Sundays in the Gathering Room beginning September 18, 2022. Snacks will not be provided 

but if you choose to bring something to eat, please take home any leftovers. Hot coffee,     
water for tea and hot chocolate mix, and cream and sugar will be provided. We ask that the 
beverages be consumed in the Gathering Room and not taken into the sanctuary.  

Podcasts by Youth Sunday School Class - Sundays - “Youth Talk”               

Relating to Christian Faith: The use of this social media will bless our church 

and beyond. Each Sunday our youth will be posting a podcast. Please subscribe 

and listen by installing the Spotify app (go to Spotify.com). Search: FUMCWA. 

Click on FOLLOW and new  episodes will be saved to your library. 

FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

God loves it when we serve Jesus by serving each other. (Matthew 25:31-46): 

There’s no better way to get to know people in the church family and grow in our 

faith, than to volunteer and serve together. First Church has many volunteer opportu-

nities to help you build relationships while you reach out and give back to our church 

community. Current Volunteer Opportunities: Ushers, Greeters, Welcome Center, 

Prayer Team, Tech Team, Communion Stewards, Children’s Message, Nursery, 

AWANA, Youth Sunday School Leaders. Come and serve this fall!  We need YOU! 

Please prayerfully consider serving. Training for all areas will be provided. Please 

contact Pastor Sam today! 

Altar Flowers: Would you like to provide altar flowers in celebration or honor of a loved one?  Celebrate a 
birthday or an anniversary?  We would love to honor your loved one in our weekly service.  Please look for 
the FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR form near the altar flower sign-up calendar on the bulletin board outside of 
the church office. Complete the form and sign up on the flower calendar. Please note that all flower arrange-
ments are to be brought to church by  Sunday at 7:30 am.  

http://spotify.com/?fbclid=IwAR1CfoYDYDMyChB7mkz0894vINazmIgiNFCyp0PDu4u6Bl0qb5Tjx1c44eI


NEW MEMBERS CLASS: FUMCWA is a warm and welcoming community 
of faith. We are always glad to have others partner with us in our mission to 
share God's love! If you are interested in finding a place to call home as you 
grow in faith and deepen relationships with others, please consider becom-
ing a member. A New Members Class will be held on October 29, 2022, in 
the Gathering Room from 9:00-11:00 am. Please contact the church office 
or Pastor Sam if you are interested.  

The Church Office needs your help with Servant Keeper Family Profile Updating: 

 • Our Church Management System is called “Servant Keeper.” Your membership and contribution            

information will be available online on their website. 

 • An invitation has been sent to your family email address. If you have not received this, please contact 

mfuller@fumcwa.org 

• The email will be coming from: no-reply@servantpc.com  

• You will click on “Manage My Family” where you will be prompted to create a password to log in. (Please 

write this down somewhere because the church will NOT have your password.)  

• Your family information will pop up. Click on Profiles and Giving History - you can access information as an 

individual or as a whole family. 

 • You will have the ability to update your name, address, phone number, email address, etc. You can even 

upload a picture of yourself and/or your whole family. 

 • You will also have the ability to look at and print your contribution statements. To do so, click on “Giving 

History”, “Detail”, “View & Print” (or you can save it to a PDF file)  

• You will also have the ability to access the online church directory.  

• The red circle at the right of the screen is for logging out.  

• If you have issues after you get your invite – please contact mfuller@fumcwa.org 

• For future access to your profile, please create a Bookmark, save it to Favorites OR go to 

www.servantkeeper.com/member-portal/westallisFUMC to sign in. 

TENTATIVE CONGREGATIONAL LISTENING SESSIONS: FUMCWA leadership will host TWO              

ADDITIONAL LISTENING SESSIONS: Sunday, October 2, via Zoom at 5:30 pm and Sunday, November 

6,  at 12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 53 members (including three youth) attended the First Listening Session 

on Sunday, August 21, dealing with the issue of "disaffiliation" in the United Methodist Church. Thanks to all 

who participated.  

Alyssa Roberts, Music Ministry Director:  We are excited to begin the fall music season at church. 

 
Asbury Bell Choir begins Thursday, September 1 at 6:30 pm 

 
Chancel Choir begins Thursday, September 1 at 7:30 pm 
 
Celebration Ringers begins Tuesday, September 6 at 7:30 pm 
 
Learn to Ring Bell Choir begins Tuesday, September 27 at 6:30 pm 
 
Children's singing and ringing choirs will resume alongside Sunday School on September 18.  Please contact 
Alyssa or Raymond with any questions. We look forward to seeing you! 

mailto:mfuller@fumcwa.org
mailto:no-reply@servantpc.com
mailto:mfuller@fumcwa.org
http://www.servantkeeper.com/member-portal/westallisFUMC


Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator:  I hope everyone enjoyed our August 17th day coach 
trip to the Honey Museum, Widmer’s Cheese, and the Waupaca Cruise special on a lovely summer day! Oh, 
of course, we did stop for ice cream on the way home, 56 people in all attended this trip. My thanks to Lance 
Lambert for helping me promote this event and helping me on the trip! 
 
Our Senior League Meetings in September: 
 
September 7   12 Noon- Chicken Adobo, Rice, Green Beans and Apple Crisp           
    Program: Jessica Michna Portrays “Eleanor Roosevelt” 
    Devotions: Laurie Halvorsen 
 
September 21 12 Noon- Sloppy Joes, Chips, Vegetable Tray and Texas Sheet Cake 
    Program: Salud’s “Mission Adventure” 
    Devotion: Bonnie Chesky 
 
Senior League Starved Rock Autumn Outing 2 Day/1Night September 28/29 2022:  This autumn 2-day 
coach trip is a perfect getaway to the Starved Rock Lodge. Enjoy the carved tree sculptures on the 
grounds while walking around. The price includes lodging, 4 meals, a musical show, a trolley tour, a Cruise 
on the Illinois River, US Army’s 1st Infantry Division Museum, your Transportation in the Lamer’s coach and 
your luggage handling. Price: Double $ 387.00, Single $ 499 or Quad. 
We are looking for more people at this time to fill this trip, if interested please contact Laurie soon. 
 
Senior League Coach Trip Christmas Stars: This is a one-day coach trip on Saturday, December 3, 
Leaves Franklin at 7:15 am, First United Methodist Church at 7:30 am.  The cost is $99.00. We start our 
day visiting The First United Methodist Church in Oshkosh to see their collection of 1,000 nativities, then on 
to lunch at the Fox River Brewery Co. (selection of choices), then on to the Appleton Xavier H.S. theater to 
see the production of “Christmas Stars.” Don’t wait too long to sign up! Either sign up at a Senior League 
meeting or call the church office (414-774-5500).  
 
Join us for Fun, Food, and Fellowship in our 47th Year with Senior League!! 

From Lance Lambert / Events Coordinator:  We're baaack!  The Methodist Movie Matinee / Discussion 
series resumes September 25 following the 2nd Service!  We will kick off the new season by looking back 
at our beginnings to view and discuss "The Shack" once again. This film is based on the best-selling book 
of the same name and stars Octavia Spencer, Tim McGraw, and Sam Worthington.  It offers great fodder 
for exploring our faith beliefs. While watching the movie on the sanctuary screen - enjoy popcorn & bever-
ages all free of charge!  Stay after the film for pizza and a brief discussion.  A free-will offering will be taken 
to help defray the cost of the pizzas. Why not join us for this very interesting movie and the fellowship that 
follows?  And, hey, why not bring a friend or neighbor?! 
 
Looking ahead a bit... our church will be holding its annual Pet Blessing on Saturday, October 1, at 10:00 
am.  As we did last year, we will be partnering with our friends from the Lutheran church on 74th & Lap-
ham, but this year we are hosting here at First Church. Bring your pet dog, cat, guinea pig, iguana, rat, or 
whatever!  We ask that dogs be leashed and cats brought in carriers.  If you have a picture of a pet that has 
passed away, feel free to bring it along for a blessing, too.  Please attend and invite your neighbors to bring 
their animals as well! 
 

Concluding Words: Brothers and sisters in Christ, we thank you for your active participation in the Summer 

of NOW. We value your input or feedback in responding to the Church Growth Survey. We appreciate your 

continued support for the betterment of FUMCWA. We celebrate all the blessings of God upon the faithful 

efforts of all the people. We move forward focusing on the faithfulness of God in the life and mission of 

FUMCWA. We pray together individually and collectively - “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”     

Let us take care of each other! 

              Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council   Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 

 


