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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, October Greetings! 

We began the season of Stewardship in August and continue 

in the month of October. Traditionally, October is the month of Stew-

ardship, making pledges with a commitment to continue our financial 

support to the life and ministry of First United Methodist Church now 

and beyond. This means we discover the joy and community of gener-

osity. God is gracious and generous. God’s people are gracious and 

generous. In other words, Generous Giving is to see the generosity of 

God displayed through the generosity of people. 

In Acts 20:35, we are reminded that “It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.” When God’s people are generous in their giving to 

God and His church/mission, then we enter into the doorway of abun-

dant life. We do grow in areas like faith, relationships, vacation, health, 

and our resources. Further, we align our lives more with God’s plan 

and purpose, based on God’s word. We experience greater flourishing 

in all areas of our lives. God’s amazing grace flows through our gener-

ous giving.  

I am reminded of my grandmother who used to say: “Giving to 

God and church, either with our monthly tithes or weekly offerings, is 

an investment in the Kingdom of God.” I still remember that Grandma 

Grace took a handful of rice daily before cooking and put the rice in a 

bag. Then, she took the 30-plus handfuls of rice to the church to be 

auctioned at the end of each month. The bag was called “Church Rice 

Bag.” Even today, it’s a remarkable witness for other church-going 

Christians to follow suit.  

Paul’s wisdom to First Timothy chapter 6 verses 17-19 reads: 

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be gen-

erous and willing to share. In this way, they will lay up treasure for 

themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may 

take hold of the life that is truly life.” This invites all of us to envision a 

movement of God’s people who are committed to responding to God’s 

provisions and blessings. Therefore, giving, generous giving is good 

for the giver and good for the receiver. May we excel in the grace of 

generous giving for God’s glory and for our own blessings! 

PRAYER: Help us, Generous God, to discover the joy and community 

of generosity! 
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MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE    
  The Virtue of Giving                                                                     

by Jim Wells                                                                                    
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

”In all this I have given you an example that by such work we 

must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 

Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 

receive.’” (Acts 20:35)  

I recently came across a quotation by David Starr Jordan, 

founding President of Stanford Universi-

ty: "Wisdom is knowing what to do next; 

Skill is knowing how to do it, and Virtue is 

doing it." It caused me to think about how 

this applies to generosity.  

Knowing That I Should Give: God calls 

us all to worship God and support the 

church. Stewardship is faithful manage-

ment of all God gives us so that God can 

use our gifts to transform us spiritually 

and extend Christ’s transforming love to others. We are told in 

Scripture that “God loves a cheerful giver” and that “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive.” 

Knowing How to Determine What I Should Give: Scripture 

informs us to love God and love others. Thus, we should  

divide our giving between the two. The amount to give to God 

through the church is the tithe, ten percent of our income. In 

order to reach the tithe, we should prayerfully consider what 

proportion of income to give, then strive to increase toward 

the goal of tithing, usually by about one percent of income per 

year. Although some of our tithes will go to the needy, we 

should consider another proportion of income to give to those 

in need.  

The Virtue of Giving: The real issue is not whether we give 
10%, but what we will do with the entire 100%. John Wesley 
believed in the spiritual discipline summed up as “earn all you 

can, save all you can, give all you can.” Wesley believed that 
after earning money honestly and spending only what we 

need on our families and ourselves, we should give the rest 
away. Surely, using this approach, he would anticipate that 
our giving would be much more than the tithe of ten percent. 

His was.  
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August  Coins of Love: Good Samaritan Outreach Center West Allis $153.52 

September Coins of Love: Thanksgiving Food Baskets  $256.00 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

August 28 $1437.00 $1023.00 $2460.00 

September 4 $3927.00 $3213.00 $7140.00 

September 11 $3763.00 $2063.00 $5826.00 

September 18 $2821.00 $2078.00 $5129.00 

    

 

 OCTOBER SERMON THEMES 

10/2 World Communion Sunday, Luke 17:5-10, "Rekindle the Gift" 
 
10/9 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 17:11-19, "Present Yourself to God" 
 
10/16 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 18:1-8, "Itching Ears" 
 
10/23 Stewardship Sunday, Luke 18:9-14, "Life of Generosity" 
 
10/30 Youth-led Worship, Luke 19:1-10, "House of Salvation" 
 
11/6 All Saints Sunday, Luke 20:27-38, "God of the Faithful" 
 
 

FUMCWA leadership will host the SECOND LISTENING SESSION on Sunday, October 2, 2022, at 5:30 

pm via Zoom. This session will be similar to the August 21 Listening Session for both content and format. In 

addition, updates from the August meeting of The Council of Bishops and the recent decisions from The  

Judicial Council will be presented as a reference. All are invited. The Zoom meeting log-in information: 

                                        Meeting ID: 851 6862 3000   Passcode: 691884 

 

 

GIVE ONLINE  (Easy, Fast, Secure)  Scan the QR Code. The QR Code will take  

you directly to the FUMCWA Online Giving page. 

 



DIGITAL MINISTRY FOR LOCAL CHURCHES: In the recent (summer) Church 

Growth Survey, 95% of the responses (of those who completed) have affirmed 

‘technology’ as a helping tool to enhance the ministries of FUMCWA. FUMCWA, 

since COVID -19 times, continues to update the technology that also includes 

intentional recruitment of volunteers to do the work of ‘technology.’                       

Barna Nation-wide Research has found on “The New Sunday Morning” that one 

in every three practicing Christians has not returned to in-person worship          

services since the COVID-19 shutdowns ended. Yes, we all agree, we continue 

to make intentional efforts to minister to members who have not returned and also to non-participating 

members before and after COVID-19. The good news is that ALL people receive communications about 

church events, activities, and services weekly, monthly, and periodically through a number of communica-

tion platforms. Both on-site and off-site worshippers/members are to be engaged and unified. Digital audi-

ences, members, and non-members need God’s love and our attention.  A Future with Hope… 

 

 PARTNERSHIP-IN-MISSION with SALEM UMC: The Lord has opened an opportunity for FUMCWA to part-

ner with The Salem United Methodist Church, Waukesha, specifically in the area of Youth Ministry. October 

7-8, 2022, both churches’ youth will participate in a Camp Experience (overnight) at Pine Lake Camp Center. 

Further, Pastors Paola and Sam plan to have a joint Thanksgiving Eve Service with both choirs offering spe-

cial music on November 23 at 7:00 pm here at First UMC. Both pastors will continue to explore opportunities 

for doing missions and ministries together. We are a connectional church. A Future with Hope… 

CHURCH GROWTH SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY: Many thanks to all those who completed the Church 

Growth Survey in the summer! We have received a total of sixty-nine (69) responses which are quite en-

couraging and affirm the ongoing life and mission of FUMCWA along with a number of constructive sugges-

tions and/or recommendations that would be considered at the second Congregational Retreat in Septem-

ber under the missional categories of Nurture, Outreach, Witness (NOW). The overall need for further 

growth, spiritually, missionally, and socially, has been identified by an overwhelming majority, while celebrat-

ing the milestones and the strengths of FUMCWA. The journey continues with God’s grace and power. Let 

us PRAY. Let us PARTICIPATE. Let us PROMOTE.  

TRENDS & INSIGHTS (from the Church Growth Survey Results): 

 The life, mission, and ministries of FUMCWA are well affirmed with a total of 60+ supporters/pillars.  

 35 members offered thoughtful suggestions for new initiatives. 

 Music and Mission continue to be visibly significant ministries of FUMCWA. 

 Strengthening and envisioning children, youth, and young adult ministries are to be considered for imme-

diate attention with an action plan. 

 Worship attendance and Family-focused events/activities are to be con-

sidered for equal attention with an action plan.  

 More Educational/Training opportunities are to be explored. 

 Social media technologies provide an opportunity for greater exposure 

and outreach. 

 We have willing and committed people to lead us to new possibilities 

(HGV). 



October Mission Moment:  Your generous giving continues to be evident each 
month as the wooden box in the Missions Corner is emptied. Personal hygiene 
items were in abundance in September. Twenty-four hot casseroles were    
boxed for serving at two meal sites. Thanks for your continued support. Second 
Saturday Servants will be serving hot casseroles on October 8. Please 
bring the hot casseroles to the kitchen by 7:45 am. May God continue to bless 
our church family givers and receivers of His grace. 
 
God’s Parking Lot Hot Ministry was very successful and distributed 556 hot dog lunches over 12 weeks this 
summer.  Many faithful and caring volunteers shared fellowship with our neighbors and passers-by. Thanks 
to all those who served during this 2022 Summer of NOW!  

October’s “Coins of Love” will support the Philip and Timothy Stains Memorial Home in Madurai in the 
state of Tamilnadu, India. From David Gnaniah: Some of our tribal girls want to continue their studies. Our 
missionaries’ children are in schools and colleges. We are in need of funds to pay their tuition fees and 
pocket money. I kindly appeal you to help for the above-said purpose. We are planning to start women         
empowerment programs in our mission fields among tribal and rural communities. We are in need of funds 
for this project. Our thanks to your church and uphold us in your prayers.                                                 
With love and prayers, David Gnaniah 

Book Discussion Group:  On Monday, October 17, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Judy Picoult’s novel 
Small Great Things. During a routine checkup on a newborn, labor and delivery nurse Ruth Jefferson is told 
that she’s been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who 
is African American, to touch their child. When the baby goes into cardiac distress the next day while Ruth is 
alone in the nursery, a gripping series of events unfold that will lead readers to question everything they 
know about privilege, power, and race. The group meets in The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All are  
welcome. 

                                       FAITH COMMUNITY—UPCOMING EVENTS 

Training For “EFFECTIVE DISCIPLESHIP” SERIES October 22:  Pastor 

Sam and others will lead a Training Series on “Effective Discipleship” on           

Saturday, October 22, 2022, from 9:00 - 11:00 am in Fellowship Hall. This  

training aims to have participants learn about practical tools for being and be-

coming effective disciples of Jesus Christ in a local church context. The first 

session (10/22) will focus on: What is discipleship? Who is a disciple? Why is 

discipleship a key aspect of growing in our faith? The format will include a 

presentation, small group discussion, and Q and A. Light refreshments will be 

served. This training series will continue once a quarter. The next session will 

be scheduled in late January 2023. A Future with Hope… 

New Members Class: FUMCWA is a warm and welcoming community of faith. We are always glad to 

have others partner with us in our mission to share God's love! If you are interested in finding a place to 

call home as you grow in faith and deepen relationships with others, 

please consider becoming a member. A New Members Class will be 

held on Saturday, October 15, 2022, in the Gathering Room from 9:00-

11:00 am. Please contact the church office or Pastor Sam if you are          

interested.  



 

 

 

United Methodist Women (UWIF):  Our next Unity Circle meeting is October 10 at 
1:00 pm in the Fireside Room. We invite all women to join us. We have a wonderful 
group and welcome those looking for fellowship and support in their daily lives. 
 
Our Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2022, from            
9:00 am-2:00 pm. Come and have a sweet treat and take home many homemade 
items, including dishcloths, hot pads, and crocheted items. We will also have some 
cookies and homemade treats. Sue Stachelski will have her jewelry and Linda 
Zeman will have her wonderful gingerbread cookies. If you want your child’s name 
on the cookie, we will have pre-order forms for those. 

 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY - UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  

BAND - A Communication Tool: Many thanks to Laurie Halvorsen, Julie Bryson, Tom Bolton, Lance    

Lambert, Deb Semrad, and Shanti Samuel for their faithful contributions by writing brief devotionals each 

day! BAND is a private communication tool for the 56 church members who have signed up to receive devo-

tions and other church-related information on a regular basis. All members are encouraged to join the 

FUMCWA BAND, please contact Pastor Sam. 

Adult Christian Education Invitation from Bonnie Chesky:  We have provided 
several classes with enthusiastic teachers- now all we need are some                      
Students!!  Please consider a class and give it a try.  
 
Other Adult Education Opportunities: Sometimes it is just easier to have the  
Bible read to us than to read it ourselves, isn’t it? Here are two FREE good options 
for hearing the Bible read on a daily basis. Each reads a selection from the Old 
Testament, New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs. All are available as an app also. 
OneYearBiblePodcast.com – The Bible is read in a clear, straightforward fashion without commentary. 
DailyAudioBible.com – The Bible is read through in a year by rotating what version is read each week. 
There is a ten-minute meditation/commentary each day.                                              

Altar Flowers: Would you like to provide altar flowers in celebration or honor of a loved one?  Celebrate a 
birthday or an anniversary?  We would love to honor your loved one in our weekly service.  Please look for 
the FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR form near the altar flower sign-up calendar on the bulletin board outside of 
the church office. Complete the form and sign up on the flower calendar. Please note that all flower arrange-
ments are to be brought to church by Sunday at 7:30 am.  

UWIF is sponsoring an informative program on Ronald McDonald 
House Charities on Wednesday,  October 26, at 6:30 pm in the 
sanctuary. RMHC provides comfort, care, and support for families 
with sick children when it is needed most. Families are able to stay 
and be near their children while they are in the hospital. Come and 
hear all about this wonderful place!  All men, women, and young 
adults are welcome. Bring your friends! 

Many thanks to Selwyn Samuel for creating the QR CODES. Just download the QR Code  

Reader App on your device. Scan the QR Code. This QR Code will take you directly to 

our church website.  

  



 
Thank you to all those who are helping supply food and personal care items for the 
food pantry. All nonperishable food items are welcome. Personal care items,      
especially for men are also welcome. Men’s shavers and body wash are especially 
needed. We are no longer in need of red large Sendik’s bags, but we can still use 
the smaller red bags. We will let you know when we need the larger ones again as 
you have provided us with plenty! Thank you! 
 

Curious about what's in our church Library? The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library has something for      

everyone—fiction, nonfiction, magazines, and children’s materials. Stop in the library and CHECK IT OUT! 
TO CHECK OUT A BOOK: 

Please write your name and address on the card at the back of the book. 

Stamp the date due (3 weeks) on the card and the date due slip in the book. 

Please leave the card on the desk. 

Please renew your book if you need more time to read and enjoy the book. 

Please stop again. We enjoy seeing you! 

Many thanks to the following for their willingness to serve First Church by volunteering to be on the Library 

Committee: Karen Connell, Nancy Karr, Mary Pike, and Donna Wood. If you are interested in serving on the 

Library Committee, please contact Betty Grypp, Church Librarian, or Deb Semrad, Library Committee Chair.  

The Wesleyan Congregational Care Team continues to be available to any member who, because of life  

circumstances, would find a non-judgmental, supportive, listening ear helpful.  You can be connected to a 

team member by contacting the church office.  As always, any information shared is kept confidential. The 

team has also become aware that there are members with practical needs such as those for transportation, 

meals, and other housekeeping tasks – often for a limited time period.  We are searching for a volunteer in-

dividual who could serve as a coordinator between members willing to help in these areas and the needs as 

identified. The coordinator will also be provided with infor-

mation on additional available community resources. If this 

sounds like a ministry with which you could help and is a 

good fit for your strengths, please contact the church office  

(414-774-5500) or Julie Bryson.  Thank you!   

Thanksgiving Basket Ministry: With the rising costs of food, we are grateful for your financial support for 

this ministry to ensure that we will be able to distribute Thanksgiving Baskets to those in need. If you would 

like to help with more than coins, please take a lollipop from the Thanksgiving Tree in the Narthex. Each 

basket of food costs $55.00. Any donation will help. Your generosity is very much appreciated!  

With Sincere Thanks: I would like to thank Pastor Sam for his visits. Many thanks to Senior League and to 

my Church Family for the many cards, prayers, kind thoughts, and well wishes on the death of my husband, 

Larry Fenske. I was blessed to have had him for over 36 years. He is at peace now and free from pain. I  

really appreciate the support given to me at this time. Thank You, Mary Fenske 

Third Congregation Listening Session: Sunday, November 6,  at 12:00 

pm in Fellowship Hall 

Annual Charge Conference: Sunday, November 20, at 9:15 am in       

Fellowship Hall 



Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator: I am very grateful that several new members have 
joined Senior League these past months. This is such a wonderful organization to join for fellowship, a deli-
cious lunch, and a program twice a month. Why don’t you give us a try and bring a friend? Join us for Fun, 
Food, and Fellowship in our 47th Year with Senior League!!  
 
Our Senior League Meetings in October:  
 
October 5    12 Noon- Pansit (Rice w/Pork & Veg’s), Egg Rolls, and Almond Cookies 
       Program: West Allis Murals: Presentation by Mayor Dan Devine 
       Devotions: Bridget Winston 
October 19  12 Noon- Chicken Fajitas, Spanish Rice, Jello, and Churros 
       Program: “Change is Inevitable Why Are We So Determined to Fight It?”  
       Presentation by Adele Lund 
       Devotions: Laura Grabowski  
 
Senior League Coach Trip Christmas Stars: This is a one-day coach trip on Saturday, December 
3. Leave Franklin at 7:15 am and First United Methodist Church at 7:30 am. The cost is $ 99.00. Attractions: 
The First United Methodist Church Oshkosh Nativities, Fox River Brewery for Lunch (selection of choices), 
Christmas Stars production at the Xavier theater.  
The coach seats are all now filled and there is a waitlist.  
 
Senior League Christmas Luncheon December 7 Tickets are on sale. You may purchase your tickets at 
the Senior League meetings or in the Church office. Tickets are $18.00:  Punch at 11:30 am and Luncheon 
at 12 Noon  
Entree’ Choices: Breaded Pork Loin or Chicken Parmesan Crusted or Chicken Pecan Crusted 
Garlic Butter Baby Bakers, Stir Fry Blend, French Rolls w/Butter, and Salted Caramel Turtle Cheesecake 
with Coffee 
Program: The Milwaukee High School of the Arts Choir, Raymond Roberts, Director.    

From Lance Lambert / Events Coordinator: 
 
Neighborhood Pet Blessing - Saturday, October 1:  Bring your special pet at 10:00 am for a service of 
blessing.  We are partnering with our neighbor First Lutheran Church for this event which will be held 
in our church parking lot. Please have dogs leashed and cats on a leash or in a carrier.  All pets are         
welcome!  If your pet has passed away or if more convenient, bring a photo to the service.  In case of rain, 
we will move indoors to Fellowship Hall.  Hope to see you on the 1st! 
 
Methodist Movie Matinee/Discussion - Sunday, October 16:  Join us following 2nd service as we 
watch "Fatima" on the sanctuary screen.  In 1917 Portugal, a 10-year-old girl and her two younger cousins 
witnessed multiple visitations of the Virgin Mary. This is an uplifting story about the power of faith in the     
setting of WW1. The film, popcorn, and beverages are FREE.  Plan to stay after the movie for a brief         
discussion, pizza, and beverages.  A free-will offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the                      
pizzas.  Family, friends, and neighbors are welcome! 
 
Trunk or Treat 2022 - Saturday, October 29: We will be handing out treats and smiles in our parking lot to 
(hundreds of) neighborhood kids during the regular West Allis Trick or Treat time of 4:00-7:00 pm. Set up at 
3:30 pm. Decorate your car trunk (and yourself) and join us in this FUN FAMILY event. As always, donations 
of Halloween treats are welcomed - and needed.  Drop off your donations at the church office or Lance's    
office any time before October 29.  Hope you and your family can join us! 

Concluding Words:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we thank you for your continued financial support to sus-

tain the mission of FUMCWA and also for the further development of FUMCWA. God’s faithfulness is          

affirmed with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. Let us continue to celebrate 

the blessings of God and the milestones of FUMCWA. We belong to each other; we affect each other; we 

need each other. Blessings of good health and strength! 

                Dave Affeldt, Chair, Council Chair         Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 


