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   FUMCWA PASTORAL LETTER WITH PRAYER 

Dear FUMCWA Family in Christ, Blessed Thanksgiving to all God’s 

People! 

THANKFULNESS: Isaiah 44:2 reads: “I am your Creator. You were in 

my care even before you were born.” What a powerful affirmation of 

our identity! We are truly grateful to God for our birth which is not a 

mistake nor an accident. We are truly grateful to God for His divine 

plan for our lives from birth on. We are alive today precisely because 

God was the One who created us and brought us into the world for a 

purpose. We are truly blessed with the thankfulness that God knows 

every detail of our identity. We are truly grateful to God that He has 

created each one of us uniquely, differently, and wonderfully.      

Amazing! Let us remember to say and sing ‘thanks and praises’ to the 

Creator God for our birth as we celebrate the season of Thanksgiving. 

SAINTS OF THE PAST: The month of November reminds us to     

celebrate the life and faith of church members who have left the earth 

for eternal glory this past year. It’s also called “All Souls Day,” a day 

commemorating the saints of the church who are now triumphing in 

heaven. God always knits together people of the past and the present. 

God gives us the grace to follow their exemplary godly living. We are 

truly grateful for each one of them who has made a faith impact in our 

lives. They have gone before us but we honor their joy-filled lives and 

faithfulness. May we take a moment of silence, silently giving ‘thanks 

and praise’ for our forefathers and mothers! 

FUTURE MINISTRY PLAN: Both broad and specific goals for the next 

three years (2023, 2024, 2025) have been identified, developed, and 

are being communicated to all church members. This is an important 

milestone in the life of FUMCWA, as we emerge as a church of past, 

present, and future. We are invited to do the following: (1) We receive 

them with a sense of gratitude; (2) We take ownership of them        

because we are all in this together; (3) We make a commitment to 

pray over them and bless all of our collective efforts; (4) We actively 

participate in the implementation along with others; (5) We celebrate 

their outcomes. We are truly grateful to God for these future goals. 

PRAYER: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all of His        

benefits.” Amen. 

i

 

MONTHLY STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE                               
by Carmen Ilseman 

The Scripture calls us to affirm that God is the owner of           

everything and God’s people are the stewards to manage the 

resources. [Psalm 24:1] Paul reminds us that God’s people 

are to be generous givers who are loved by God. [2 Corinthi-

ans 9:7] Jesus said “It is more blessed to give than to       

receive.”  

We have many blessings such as our church, our missions, 

and our church staff who assist, support, and encourage all of 

us to be here as a Faith Community in 

West Allis. Our mission banners, placed 

in the Narthex and Gathering Room are 

the reflections of our church’s missions 

and ministries. We have added God’s 

Parking Lot Hot Dog Ministry in and for 

the Community and beyond. We have 

developed a new ministry called 

“Wesleyan Congregational Care Team” 

as an outreach for our members in need 

of support at multiple levels. Aren’t we blessed to expand our 

mission and ministry areas each year? 

On Commitment Sunday, October 23, we presented our   

financial commitment cards during worship. My husband and I 

were approached by two Kenyan waiters at our lunch during 

our mission trip there many years ago. They had seen our 

prayer before the meal. They realized we were Christians. 

They asked us about our Faith tradition and we said: We are 

Methodists.  In joyful response, they told us what UMCOR 

had done for their Africa! UMCOR is in the apportionment of 

our financial pledge/commitment. So, we make an impact on 

world outreach and mission. 

Outreached generosity should occur in our daily lives. At 
Christmas I put a box of cookies on the top of our garbage 

can for the garbage men with a thank you card. Their work is 
a thankless and “smelly” job. Let us take such opportunities to 
see and appreciate every one! Time and effort come to our 

church through ushers, liturgists, greeters, choirs, prayer 
team, Sunday School teachers, volunteers, and the list goes 

on. Do what you can wherever you can. Let us generously 
support the church with our time, talent, and financial pledge. 
Amen! 



 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF FUMCWA 

 

OFFERING UPDATE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Coins of Love: Thanksgiving Food Baskets  $380.82 

October Coins of Love: Philip and Timothy Stains Memorial Home  $260.70 

 

 

 

                         

 

SUNDAY ENVELOPES ELECTRONIC TOTAL 

September 25 $1497.00 $900.00 $2397.00 

October 2 $6049.00 $3213.00 $9262.00 

October 9 $2229.00 $3038.00 $5267.00 

October 16 $3480.00 $1433.00 $4013.00 

    

 

 NOVEMBER SERMON THEMES 

11/6 All Saints' Sunday, Luke 20:27-38, "God of the Faithful" 
 
11/13 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, Luke 21:5-19, "Gaining the Souls" 
 
11/20 Reign of Christ Sunday, Luke 23:33-43, "A Prayer - Remember Me" 
 
11/27 First Sunday of Advent, Matthew 24:36-44, "Stay Awake" 
 
12/4 Second Sunday of Advent, Matthew 3:1-12, "Standing as a Signal" 
 

THIRD LISTENING SESSION on The Future of West Allis, First UMC: Many thanks to all those who           

participated in the past two sessions (in-person and via Zoom) and shared your thoughts and ideas. The last 

and final Listening Session is scheduled for Sunday, November 6, 2022, at noon (after the second service) 

in Fellowship Hall. Like the past sessions, all are welcome to attend and share and provide feedback based 

on the (updated) information regarding the Future United Methodist Church, the global church, as provided 

by the church leadership. A Future with Hope! 

GIVE ONLINE  (Easy, Fast, Secure)  Scan the QR Code. The QR Code will take  

you directly to the FUMCWA Online Giving page. 

 

Please plan to attend the Thanksgiving Eve Service on Wednesday, November 23, at 7:00 pm. We will 
be joined by the congregation of Salem UMC, Waukesha. Pastor Sam and Pastor Paola will lead the      

service and both choirs will be offering special music. 



 

 

 

 
God has blessed us both individually and as a church community.      
It is now our opportunity and joy to give back in the spirit of                  
thanksgiving. The message of God’s presence is with us as we make 
our financial pledge in trust and belief that God is with us wherever 
we go. We lift up gratitude to God for the wisdom and guidance provided 
to the Members, Leaders, and Friends of FUMCWA who have                
intentionally developed the broad and specific goals for the next three 
years (see enclosed FUMCWA THREE-YEAR MINISTRY PLAN). The 
goals have been developed, identified, and carefully drafted through two 
Congregational retreats held in April and September of 2022, the      

Summer Church Survey, and written submissions from the Administrative and Ministerial committees of the 
church. Most importantly, the goals are intended for both the present and future members and friends of 
FUMCWA. The goals are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and timely. Your financial pledge    
allows FUMCWA to prepare a financial plan that sets us on a course for the next three years. This  
journey serves all who worship and learn here and who care for our community and the world. You 
should have received a pledge mailing that included a 2023 pledge card (contact the church office if 
you need a pledge card). Many thanks to those who returned their commitment card on Stewardship 
Sunday, October 23. If you did not return your card, you are invited to return your pledge card to the 
church by mail or by placing it in the offering plate. A Future with Hope!  

2022 Advent Study Opportunities: The Advent season gives us the opportunity to delight in the promises 

we celebrate at Christmas: the HOPE that Jesus will return and make all things new; the JOY that comes 

from worshiping Him today and always; the PEACE we experience with God today and we long for our 

world to experience; and the LOVE of a God who sacrificed His own Son. You are invited to participate in 

one or both of the following Advent Book Studies as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.  

 

Advent Book Study (Sundays at 9:30-10:30 am Small Dining Room) Leader: Val Holzman 

Dinner by Candlelight-Comfort and Joy for Advent by Kevin Louise Schaner is a four-week Advent book 

study that will provide new positive reflections and make the holiday season joyful. Christmas Is Coming! 

Feeling Anxious? Expect Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace this Advent. Rekindle your anticipation of Christ's 

birth with comforting conversation. Schaner shares from her heart a collection of deeply engaging essays 

that provide not only food for thought during the pre-Christmas season, but also inspiration and hope for the 

future. The class runs from November 27-December 18. The book is optional. Books will be available for 

sale in the church office. 

 

Advent Book Study (Tuesdays via Zoom 7:00-8:00 pm) Leader: Bonnie Chesky                                   

The Angels of Christmas: Hearing God’s Voice in Advent, is a four-week Advent book study by Susan 

Robb, which explores the four angelic visits surrounding the birth of Jesus with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, 

and the shepherds. In this study, the reader will explore the visits and dive deep into the history of the angel 

Gabriel–and other angels–in the Old Testament. The Angels of Christmas uses these four angelic appear-

ances to discuss God’s presence in history and our lives today. The messages of the angels hold meaning 

for listeners both then and now. The Zoom class will be held on November 29, December 6, December 13, 

and December 20. Please contact the church office to register. The book is optional. Books will be available 

for sale in the church office 



 

 

November Mission Moment: Second Saturday Servants will be serving hot 
casseroles on November 12. Please bring the hot casseroles to the church 

kitchen by 7:45 am. The guests enjoy and appreciate our food. Thanksgiving 
Blessings from the Missions Committee to all of the faithful hot casserole mak-
ers. Winter is near and so is the need for warm hats, gloves, mittens, and 
scarves for our less blessed neighbors. Please bring these items to our Mis-
sion Corner in the Narthex. Many thanks to our many talented crafters. We will 
take the knit items to the Morning Glory meal sites and to the West Allis Good Samaritan Resource Center. 
Socks and grooming products are also needed. Thank you for serving our neighbors in need.  

November’s “Coins of Love” will support Joy House (Milwaukee Rescue Mission). At Joy House, guests 
will find safe shelter, hot nutritious meals, and life-changing help through long and short-term Christian-
based programs. Women will strengthen their parenting skills and families will learn to adjust to new envi-
ronments by working with the Family Coordinator. Managers work with women and children at every step of 
their journey, offering guidance and loving care throughout their stay. Women and children find not only safe 
shelter at Joy House but the resources and encouragement to help them rebuild their lives. 

Book Discussion Group:  On Monday, November 21, at 1:30 pm the group will discuss Roela Victoria 
Rivera’s book Glimpses of Heaven: God’s Gifts of Grace in Daily Life. In this treasure of a book, diaconal 
minister, mission worker, and woman of faith Roela Victoria Rivera shares devotions, prayers, and faith              
stories accompanied by her free-style watercolors, which she miraculously created after she became legally 
blind. Join in the joy and excitement of experiencing the amazing grace of God - that strengthens our sense 
of meaning and purpose in daily life. The group meets in The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library. All are      
welcome. 

                                       FAITH COMMUNITY—UPCOMING EVENTS 

Youth Camp - Pine Lake: On October 7-8, a Youth Camp/Retreat was held at Pine Lake with twelve youth 

(grades 6-12) and three adults from Salem UMC, Waukesha, and First UMC, West Allis. Pastor Paola, Pas-

tor Sam, and Don led the Youth Group in the study of Romans chapter 12, discussion, outdoor and indoor 

games with a closing worship service including Holy Communion. The Theme was: “Back to School and 

Handling Peer Pressure.” It was spiritually and socially enriching for all. The youth actively participated with 

energy and enthusiasm. Everyone was blessed and was a blessing to each other. The future plans include 

such camps, retreats, mission trips, and other activities in the year 2023 and beyond. A Future with Hope! 

2022 ANNUAL CHURCH CHARGE CONFERENCE: The Annual Church Charge 

Conference of FUMCWA is scheduled for Sunday, November 20, 2022, at        

9:15 am (between services) in Fellowship Hall, presided over by  Rev. Ebenezer 

Insor, District Superintendent of South East District. The agenda includes the   

Approval of the Membership Audit, the 2023 Church Budget including Pastoral 

Compensation, the Nominations Report for 2023, Lay Preachers’ Certifications, 

and Audit Reports. Further, the Church Council will also present Health, Growth, 

and Vitality Future Plans for the next 3-5 years. All members are invited to attend.  

                                                         A Future with Hope! 



 

 

On October 18, the Men’s Ministry participated in the Matthew 
Stachelski Memorial Bike Ride, sponsored by the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering. We enjoyed the fellowship and exercise on a lovely 
Sunday afternoon and are happy to support this scholarship fund in 
memory of Matt. We plan to make this an annual event, so save the 
date for 2023! 

Our next service opportunity is coming up quickly! We will be hosting 
West Allis First Responders for an Appreciation Breakfast on         
Saturday, November 5, at 9:00 am in the small dining room. If you are 
willing to lend a hand, please let Raymond Roberts know! We are 
grateful for the tireless and often thankless work performed by the 
first responders in our community and hope to make them feel seen 

and appreciated. National First Responder Day was observed on October 28. The inaugural National First 
Responder’s Day was observed in 2017 by Congressional decree. 

If you know of anyone in our church community that is unable to gather and dispose of their fall leaves and 
yard debris, please contact Raymond Roberts. The Men’s Ministry will send a crew around on Saturday,    
November 12, to assist those in need. 

YOU’D LOOK GREAT IN WINGS!  In Milwaukee and hundreds of other 
American Cities this Christmas, forgotten victims of crime will receive gifts 
from people they’ve never met. These victims are the children of men and 
women in prison. They will benefit through Prison Fellowship Angel Tree, a 
program sponsored by Prison Fellowship, an interdenominational         
Christian outreach, and FUMC of West Allis. The Prison Fellowship Angel 
Tree at our church opens Sunday, November 20. Our church members can 
select one or more angels from the decorated tree in the church narthex. 
The requested gifts need to be purchased, wrapped, and returned to the 
church by Sunday morning, December 18. Judy Affeldt is the coordinator 
and she will need volunteers to help with phone calls, addressing enve-
lopes, and delivering the gifts. If you can help, please call Judy                           
(414-690-4560) and volunteer for this wonderful project. Look for more     
information in the coming weeks. 

United Methodist Women (UWIF): We are most grateful to Ronald McDonald 
House Charities for their presentation on October 26 held at our church. We 
presented a check in memory of Dorothy Meyer along with other donations that 
were received. Unity Circle will be collecting toys to present to RMHC in                
December as we did last year. Unity Circle will be meeting on Monday,         
November 14, at 1:00 pm in the Fireside Room. We invite all women to join us. 
If you have any questions about our group, please call Annette Intravaia                     
(414-257-4166). 
 

Our Bazaar will be held on Saturday, December 10, from 9:00 am-2:00 pm. We will have many items that 
are handmade, sweet treats, cookies, jewelry by Sue Stachelski, gingerbread cookies by Linda Zeman, 
Christmas decor, and much more. Posters will be up soon giving more details. You won’t be disappointed! 

       FAITH COMMUNITY—UPDATES, NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

This QR Code will take you directly to the website.   



 

 

 
We have had many new guests visit our food pantry and are always in need of        
extra food and personal care items. We are thankful to those who have faithfully 
contributed items and donations. We especially need men’s personal care items 
such as razors and body wash. We still need large paper bags with handles and 
SMALL red Sendik’s bags. We do not need large red Sendik’s bags at this time. 
The need is great and we appreciate anything you can contribute. Our guests are 
most grateful and share many personal concerns with us. We give food, a listening 
ear, and encouragement to all who use our food pantry. We are truly blessed to be 
a part of this special ministry. 

 

 
Thanksgiving Basket Ministry: With the rising costs of food, we are grateful for your financial support for 

this ministry to ensure that we will be able to distribute Thanksgiving Baskets to those in need. If you would 

like to help with more than coins, please take a lollipop from the Thanksgiving Tree in the Narthex.              

Each basket of food costs $55.00. Any donation will help. Your generosity is very much appreciated!                                 

The Thanksgiving Food Basket distribution is on Saturday, November 19.  

 

It is that time of year again to order your Poinsettias for Christmas Eve Services. 
All orders and payments are due by Sunday, November 20. Please look for the order 
insert in the Sunday bulletin. Contact the Church Office (414-774-5500) if you have 
any questions.   

  

WELCOME: On Sunday, October 23, 2022, FUMCWA had the privilege of 

receiving and welcoming four new members. They are Ronald Fuller,           

Sue Ann Piontek, Carol Ward, and David Ziegler. We are very glad you are 

here and we look forward to getting to know you.   

The Bernice Nailen Memorial Library: Check out these recently added titles in your church library. Both ti-
tles are listed in the current United Women in Faith reading program. 
 
 

Glimpses of Heaven: God’s Gifts of 
Grace in Daily Life 
 by Roela Victoria Rivera 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

 

Please consider donating to UMCOR Disaster Relief for Hurricane Ian that struck Florida’s Gulf Coast on 
September 28, 2022-Advance-project 901670. Through UMCOR, United Methodists extend loving care to 
people within the United States. When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first response to 
their communities. This basic understanding—that disaster response is local—forms the foundation for 
UMCOR’s US disaster training and response. When responding to a disaster in the United States, UMCOR 
provides training, financial assistance, expertise, and 
community collaboration to churches and partners            
making them more resilient to disasters.  



 

 

Laurie Halvorsen, Senior Ministries Coordinator: Our Senior League Christmas Luncheon tickets are on 
sale now through Wednesday, November 30 for $18.00. The Christmas Luncheon is Wednesday,       
December 7, starting with punch at 11:30 am and the luncheon is at noon followed by the program at     
1:00 pm. Tickets can be purchased in the church office or at a Senior League meeting. 
 
Menu: Entree’ Choices: Breaded Pork Loin or Chicken Parmesan Crusted or Chicken 
Pecan   Crusted, Garlic Butter Baby Bakers, Stir Fry Blend, French Rolls w/Butter and 
Salted Caramel Turtle Cheesecake with Coffee 
 
Program: The Milwaukee High School of the Arts Choir, Raymond Roberts, Director   
 
Our Senior League Meetings in November: 
 
November 2      12 Noon- Chicken Parmesan, Garlic Egg Buttered Noodles, Raw Vegetables, and         
                            Ice Cream Treats  
                            Program:  Deacon Steve “Human Trafficking in the Milwaukee Area”  
                            Devotions: Annette Intravaia 
 
November 16    12 Noon- Lasagna, Garlic Bread, Caesar salad, and Pumpkin Bars  
                 Program: “Remember When” A Musical Singing Group  
                           Devotions: Joanna Schachtely 
 
Senior League Coach Trip Christmas Stars: This is a one-day coach trip on Saturday, December 
3. We leave Franklin at 7:15 am and The First United Methodist Church at 7:30 am. The cost is 
$99.00. Attractions: Nativities at FUMC Oshkosh, Lunch included at the Fox River Brewery Oshkosh, and 
Christmas Star Show Production in Appleton.  
I currently have 3 seats to be filled, please contact Laurie or the church office if you are interested.  
 
Join us for Fun, Food, and Fellowship in our 47th Year with Senior League!!  

From Lance Lambert / Events Coordinator: 
 
All Saints Sunday - November 6, 2022 
Please join us at the 8:00 am or 11:00 am worship 
service as we celebrate those we love but have lost 
at our Services of Remembrance.  Come early to light a candle honoring the loved one or ones who have 
made a difference in your life and have gone on to be with the Lord.  The names of those honored will be 
read during the service.  If you have a candle from past years, you are welcome to bring it.  Those unable to 
be at church on the November 6 may call the Church Office with the information and a candle will be lit and 
the name read at the services. 
Methodist Movie Matinee / Discussion - November 13, 2022 
We're going to change things up a bit and see a holiday classic - It's a Wonderful Life.  We'll show the movie 
in the sanctuary following the second service. This 1946 film stars James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel   Bar-
rymore, and Henry Travers.  George Bailey has so many problems he's thinking of ending it all - and it's 
Christmas!  As the angels discuss George, we see his life in flashbacks.  His guardian angel, Clarence, 
shows George what his town would have looked like if not for all his good deeds over the years. Everyone is 
welcome to come and watch the movie and have some popcorn and beverages - free of charge.  Stay      
after the film for pizza and a brief discussion.  A free-will offering will be taken to help defray the cost of the  
pizzas.  Come for an enjoyable time and bring your family & friends! 

CONCLUDING WORDS:  Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  As we plan and prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, 

let us express our gratitude to God for life, faith, church, family, community, ministry opportunities, and above 

all, for Jesus the Christ who gave His life on the cross so that we might have the fullness of life. There is an 

urgency for our congregation to embrace the three years goals and to make every effort for carrying them in 

the next three years and beyond for the glory of God and for the extension of His Kingdom through 

FUMCWA. To God be the glory! 

                Dave Affeldt, Chair, Church Council  Sam Royappa, Lead Pastor 


